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CHAP.' XIV. 

I 

ERIE the cDuntcfs, for the firft 
|; time, broke in upon her coudn'a 
narration. Happy Matilda, fhe 
cried, ho>v diftinguiihed was thy deltiny ! 
were it but for a year, were it but for aday, 
for that day thou didft yet enjoy the con- 
fummation of all thy wiihes, a lot rarely' 
allowed to any daughter of Adam ! I was^ 
sot then born to envy her ftate. Sweeb 
girl ! ihe deferved you ; fhe was after my^ 
own heart i the excefs of her pailion for 
you made her truly worthy bt you* But 

A z tellf 
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tdi mc, my coufin^ how could you be (cf 
long ignorant of tic dear girPs affeftioa 
for you ? The language ol ^ovc is fo 
very intelligible^ fa cxpreffivc through 
ewery motion and evtry organ, as muflv 
with fufficicnt clearnefs, have opened your 
eyes to the objeft. indeed^ madam, ie- 
plied Mr Clintooj fhe herftlf led me away 
from a;iy fych apprebenfions, by drawing^ 
fo many piftures of the man whom fhe 
faid fhe loved, all copied from the crea- 
ture of her own brain, and covered and 
difjgjuifqd with fuch imaginary excellen- 
cies, as muft have prevented myfelf, aa 
well as every one livmg, from perceiving 
therein the fmalicfk trace of my own re-' 
£smbhnce» Do not tell me, cried lady 
Maitland, QiQ was a true a^d a fweet 
])ainter ; and I fliould have known yon 
%y hep portrait in the midft of a million^ 
But proceed, I befeech you } my whole 
foul is in your ftory* 
. Within a few months after my mar* 
]iiage, continued Mr Clinton, you, my- 
couiin, firfi:. opened your fair eyes to the 
light, and my Matty and I had the ho* 
Hour of being your fponfors. 

Within- the firil year of my marriage, 
my girl, al(o, brought a ion into the 
world, and within the two years iol^ow^* 

ipg was 4^v^Qd Qf a. daug4ter%. 
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Tlie joy of the grandfather, on thofe 
eventSy wa^ indefcribable. Alas, good 
man !' he thought that he perceived, in^ 
their iqfant afped^, a thoufand happy 
promifes and opening profpeds: He faw 
himfelf, as it were, perpetuated in a de«*' 
icending and widening^ progeny, whOf> 
like their native Thames,^ihould roll dowa^ 
in a tide of expanding wealth and pro^ 
iperity.- He wanted that all the worlds 
fliould participate of bis happineis, and- 
our houfe once mor« became the hou£r 
of feftivity. 

A number of external fiiccefies, alfo^* 
affifted to perfuade U8< in thole days,. that: 
felicity was to be attained and aicertained^ 
^pon earths Tfa<j regency of- Cromwelt^ 
was adminiilred wttli th« ftricteli juilicd' 
at home,, while, at the fame tiaie, it be« 
eame revered and formidable abroad^ and 
extended its influence to regions cue moil: 
remote.' Uiider the protection oi tfte Bn--. 
tiih flag, we (ent our ihips out to the C^ii,, 
and to the W^li, ancL weaich pame pour**- 
ing in upon us from all q^aiiers^ ot tue- 
globe. 

In the mean while, my wite and Llived'- 
together in pcrfeft harmony^ I'hough^ 
my commerce and acqu^imuncc wa^> 
greatly extended^ I had ycc iormed no^ 
ioendthij^d Irom home^ tnat partook o£: 

A j> heart* 
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fceart-felt teadernefsf except for your 
mamma. All my pleafures and defiresi 
fill my -World was^ in< a manner, confined . 
and abferbed witlii n- the eompafs ef my 
bwn^ walls. Ip the good old man and 
bis danghtep, and in the pledges of their 
endearing- attachment ta me, every wiik 
tiiat my foul eould^ form waa centered! 
lAutuaf^joy fatroiuid our beard, mutual^ 
peace prepared pur pillows : and, during^ 
a fivimming' period of fix year», I fcarco^ 
l^emember te have expeneneed thefmalkft 
difcoivt^Lnt) fa ve what arofe from the in«^ 
crdinaney of my wife'ft affedion for me^ 
^ While fhe continued to blefs my arms^ 
Irtllought that no one had everloved withv 
greater warmth than I* loved her; and 
yet, at Umes, I remarked a very ftriking^ 
difTerenee between- the mannen and ef^ 
£e45ls. of eur feelings for each other. US' 
bu£ijef6 detained me an hour extraordi^ 
nary abroad, the panting of her bofomf. 
tiiat> eager^ieis of look with which flier 
i^ceived me, wa» to me » painful- evi«^ 
deaceof^ hcF anxiety during my. abfence^^ 
Qne evening 1 found her in faintipg fit%. 
merely beoa^uie^ih'ewaS'teldtiiatadueKbadi 
j|ufi happeneuJ between lord Mohiin and ak 
]|^rfon who had much therefemblaBce ofr 
her; CKnton. In fliort, if my head or my; 
in^s^achcdi^Itlound myfek iioder-th^ 

accelfitjjr 
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Ireccflity of concealiog my ailtaetit, and of 
affu-ming » cheerfulnefs difagreeable to 
the oceafiofiy to preyent the worfe cortfc* 
^uenees of her ready alarms. On the* 
ether hand,.my afiedtion was tranquil and 
ferencf it wa» tender and fervent, indeed^ 
but without tumuh or d^fturbance; a^ 
^cies &{ love wbich I af tier wards found 
to be by for the moft eligible ;: for every 
kind c^ paifion is unqiieflionably a kind 
of fuffering : love in God, therefore, muGi 
' be wboHy.stn aftio^n y it afts infinilely up* 
en- others wichont' any poffibility of being 
aded yp<!>n.. 

Thtw the yeara of my life* moved on-^ 
ward upc» down, when the froali-pox> 
tkat capital enemy to youth and beauty^ 
became epidemical in the city •^ Our chil** 
4ren caught the contagion. A41 poflibli 
care was takeny and all pofiible art em-^ 
ployed. A number of phyficians was kept 
conftantly about tKenv. Fifteen days ofi^^ 
their illneft were al^ady elapfed^ and th& 
doctors proiiounced them* out o£ danger j^ 
when^ the diiiemper took aiiidden and 
malignant turn, and, in one and the famr 
minute, both my- babes- expired in the: 
aorms- of tjieir m4)therv 

I was in- the room at the- time ; aVicJ 
a» I knew the extreme tendernefs of my* 
Matty's. naCure^ ali myconceru) as well 
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ISIS attention was turiled upon her. ItooBr. 
ber fondly by the hand, and, looking, 
up to her face, I was inflantly alarmed^ 
and ihocked by that placid ferenity which^ 
appeared in her countenance, and which 
1 expedled to be quickly changed into 
fom€ frantic eruption. But, firft drop* 
ping a fmiling tesu* on her infants, and 
then lifting her gliflening eyes to heaven t 
I thank thee, I thank thee, O tny mafter ^ 
&e cried, thou haft nla&e me of fbme ufe ;; 
I have not been born in vain ; . thou haft> 
ordained me the humble vehicle of twa* 
i^fe and certain angels, living attendant^ 
on thy throne, ajid fweet (Ingers of thy 
praifes in the kingdom of little childreny^ 
for ever and for even I have yet fuffii" 
cient left, more bleflings reoHiining thauM 

' iiuit the lot of mortality I take me from^ 
them, i befeech thee, whenever it is thy 
good pleafure ; for I fear there are foma' 

' ef them, whith 1 could nut, 1 could no6> 
bear to have taken away ifom me ! So^ 
prayed the dear faint ^ and' looking ea**- 
gerly at me. No my Harry, ihe cried out,<^ 
lifear. If ear I could not bear it! So fay- 
ing, fliefuddenly caft hei£elf into toy hor 
fom, and graiping at m> neck, and gu^v^ 
ing into a flood of s^iguifh* we mingled 
our fobs and our tears together till UQt^ 
itoose. woie kfc ta be fb^dt.- 

Yon: 
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^ Tou arc alFefted my dearcft coufin— I 
had better ftop here* If you are moved, 
by fmall matters, hoXnr would your heart 
be wrung by fome enfuing diftreffes !— i 
muft not venture to proceed. 
' Go on, cried the countefe, go on, I in- 
fill upon it! I love to weep, I joy to^ 
grieye ; it is my happinefs, my delight^ 
to have my heart broken in pieces. 

We were both of us much relieved 
by the vent of our mutual pailion ; for^ 
though my wife fiill continued to keep 
to me and cling about me, ihe yet feem« 
ed to be fweetly compofed, and funk with« 
in my arms^ as into a bed and depth of 
peace. 

' At length I liftened to a kind of mur* 
fliur and buftle in the hall, and I heard 
fome one difiindly cry» O my mafter, my 
mafter ! 

We ftarted up at theinftant. Mr Gold* 
ing had been from home at the time of 
the deadly crifis of my two darling little 
ones ; and had quieted all his fears and 
renewed all his profpe&s, in the view and 
full aflurance of their life and quick re- 
covery. We had been too much engaged 
and occupied in our own pei fonal grief s, 
to give to our fervaats ti^e ieafoiiable pre- 
caution of breaking the matter to ou^ 
father by unalarming degrees ^ and a rud* 
4. fcUaw^ 
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fellow^ U bis enterancci bluntly told him 
that the children were both dead j where* 
upon lie clapped his bands together, 2md» 
Cafiing himfelf into a chair^ remained 
without fenfe or motion. 

When we ran out, we were greatly 
terrified by /the manner of his afped : 
though his eyes were clofed, his brows 
were gloomy and contraded, while th«i 
dether part of his*face looked quiet and 
€ompofed» . ■ , 

I inilantly fent for a furgeon, and recall-^ 
ed the pbyficiaps who had but lately left^ 
us ; while my Miatty flood motionleisy ' 
with her hands clofed together, and her 
eyes fixed upon her father. At length fhfi 
cried out^ My papa, ^ my papa, my dear 
papa, I would, I would 1 had died befi>rGf 
I came to this hour 1 But, blefied be thy: 
will, fince it is thy will, O God! Whea 
all other props are fapped and plucked, 
from under me, I iruli to fall into thee^^ 
my Father which art in heaven I . 

Being put to bed, and bled, he recover-^ 

cd motion and fpeech, and we got him 1^ 

fwaUow a compofing draught, thoygh he 

^ did not yet recolle<^ any perfoa or thingr 

about him. 

Notwithftanding our late fatigues, Mat-^* 
ty and I fat up with him mofl of the night ;; 
jttul then ordering a pallet to be brought 

intd* 
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into the roooi, we lay down to take a lit- 
tle reft toward morning. Alas, faid I to 
snylelf, how rich was I yeiierdgy, and how 
is my world abridged! Thefe narrow 
walls now contain all that is left me of all 
the poffeffions that I value upon earth./ 
Poor Mr Golding was but ill qualified 
to bear* calamity • His life had been a 
life of found health and fuccefles; and he 
never had been acquainted with ficknefs, 
or wit!) afflidiion, fave on the death of 
his wife whom he had married for mo- 
ney, and on theillnefsof his daughter as 
already related. 

As ne had. taken an opiate, he did not 

-awaken till it was late in the day. Turn- 
ing his head toward me, Is it you, Harry, 

-iaya he ? How do you find y ourfelf, Sir, 
faid L f ***-.Why, has any thing been the 
matter with me ? Indeed I do not feel my- * 
ielf right ; but, fend my children to me ; 
fend my Jacky and my little Harriet ; the 
fight of them will be a reftoratiye beyond 

• aUthe cordials in the world.— You are 
filentf Harry— What is the meaning N-*- 
Of now I begin to remember— my iweet 
badueif my little play^fellowSy 1 ihall ne- 
ver fee you any more. 

I^ere he burfl into the moft violent 
guft of paflion. He groaned, he wept# 

MC cried aloud with heart-piercing excla* 

mations; 
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mations ; while I caught up Matty ia tny . 
arms, and, running with her to a diftant 
apartment, catched a kifi, and locked her 
in. 

I returned, but found him in the fame 
violence of agitation. I fpoke to him, I * 
would have comforted him ; but he cried. 
Be quiet, Harry, I will not be comforted. • 
I wUl go to my children ; they Iball not 
be torn from me ; we will die, we will 
be buried, we will lie in the fanie grave 
together. 

• . As I found itiyfelf fick, and ready to 
faint under the oppreifion of his lamen- 
tationSjtl withdrew to the next chamber, 
and there plentifully vented the conta- . 
^ous Ihower. 

After fome time I liftened, and percei*. 
ved that all was quiet, and returning, I 
found him in a kind of troubled doze, 
from whence he fell into a deep and 
peaceful ileep. Thus he continued for 
three days, wailing and flumbering by 
fits, without tailing any matter of nott<- 
rilhment, though his daughter and I im« 
.plored him on our knees, and with tear*. 
Ho reafonings, no intreaties could avail 
for appeafing him ; it was from the aff9<* 
ciation of our forrows alone that he ap« 
.peared to admit of any ccmfolatioat 
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At length Iiis paiEon fubiided into a 
fullen and' filent calm; he would fpeak 
to nobody, he would anfwer done of us 
except by inonofyllables. * 

Within a few following Weeks, news 
was brought me that our fhip the Phoe- 
nix was arrived in the Downs, fafe and 
richly laden from the Eaft Indies. 

Immediately I carried the tidings to the 
old man, in the pleafing expediation that 
they would ferve to divert, or, at leaft, to 
amufe his melancholy. But, fixing his 
look upon me. Wherefore, Harry, doft 
thou tcQ me of fhips and Indies ? he cried; 
both Indies are poor to me, they have 
nothing that -they can fend me. I have 
no road to go upon earth, no way upon 
fea to navigate; I am ^ready become a 
i;(^ild-and wafted Babylon, wherein the 
voice of mufic (hall never more be heard* 
O ye old and unbleffed knees, where are 
now your precious babes, who were wont 
to play about ye, and to cling and climb 
upon ye ? gone, gone, gone, gone, never^ 
never to rdturn ! 

Here, breaking into tears^ I cried. We 
are both young yet» my father, we may* 
yet have many children to be the comfort 
ot your age* No, my Harry, no, he re- 
plied ; you may, indeed, have many chil- 

Voi.. III» B . dre^i 
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drcn, btit will you never have any chil- 
dren like my darling children. 

Mr GoMing, from this time, no more 
entered his counting-houfe, nor paid nor 
received vifits, nor kept up any corre- 
fpondence. Even my company and that 
of his daughter appeared to opprefs him ; 
and he rarely left his apartment, where 
an old folio bible was his only companion* 

Hereupon l began to withdraw our 
effects from trade, and having called in 
the beil part of them, I lodged near half a 
.million in the Dutch funds. When I went 
to advife with my father on the occafion. 
What, my child, faid he, what have I to 
fay to the world, or to the things of the 
world ? Do juft as you pleafe with the 
one, and with the other; and never confult 
a perfon on any affair wherein the party 
confulted has no intereft or concern. 

One morning, as I lay in bed, Matty 
threw her arms about me, and hidinglier 
blufhing face in my bofom. My Harry, 
fays flic, if you could handfomely bring 
it about to my poor papa, perhaps it 
would be fome matter of confolation to 
him to know that I am with child. 

When I broke. the matter to him, ke 
did not, at firft, appear to be fenfibly 
affedfid j in time, however, the weight of 
lus affliftion feemed conJQiderably light- 

enedj 
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ened, and, as my wife advanced in her 
pregnancy, he began to look us in the 
face, he fat with us at one table, and be- 
canoie converfable as formerly. 

One day I went to dine with Mr Settle, 
a hardware merchant, who had appointed 
to pay me a large fum of money. On my 
return in the evening, through Moorfiddsg 
attended only by my favourite Irifhman, a. 
very faithful and a^ive fellow, though it 
was yet fair day, I was fuddenly fet upon 
by a pofle of robbers, who ruihed on me 
from behind a cover. The firft of them, 
running up, fired diredly in my face, but 
did me no farther damage than by carry- 
ing away a fmall piece of the upper part 
o£ my left ear. Had the fools demanded 
my money, i would have given it to theru 
at a word ; but finding them bent on 
murder, I refolved that they fhould have 
my life at as dear a rate as poflible. I 
inftantly drew my fword, and run the &r& 
through the body ; and then, ruihing on 
the fecond affailant, I laid him alfo on the 
ground, before he had time to take- his 
aim, fo that his piilol went harmlefsly off 
in his fall. 

In the mean while, my brave and lo- 
ving companion was not idle; with twa 
firokes of his oaken cudgel he had levelled 
two more of them with the earth. Here- 

B a upon 
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upon the remainder halted^ retreated into 
a group, and t^ien flood and fired upon us 
altogether; but obferving that we did 
not drop, they caft their arms to the 
grounds and run off feveral ways as fad 
as they could. My good friend^ Tirlab 
O'Donneh, then turned affedionately ta 
me y Arc you hurt, my dear mader, fays 
he ? I believe t am» Tirlah; let tis maka: 
home the beft we can« 0» cried the no^ 
Ible creature, if no body was hurt but 
l^irlah, Tirlah wouldn't be hurt at all. . 

Here, taking me under the arm» we 
walked flowly to the city, till coming- ta 
a hackney coach he put me, tenderly, ia* 
to it, and fitting befide me, fupported 
zne, as I began to grow weak through 
much effufion of blood. 

As foon as we got Kdme,. the coach* 
man, as is their practice, thundered at 
the door» and my Matty» according ta 
cufiom whenever I was abroad^ was the 
xeadiefi of all our domeftics to open. 

By this time I had fainted, and was, 
quite infenfible ;. but when my tender and 
true mate faw me borne by two naen inta 
her prefence, all pale and bloody, ihc^ 
who thought ihe had fortitude to fdpport , 
the wreck of the world, gave a fliriek 
that was enough to alarm the neighbour- 
koodj^ and lAiiantly falling backwardj^got 
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a violent Contufion in the hinder part of 
her head. 

Immediately we were conveyed to fe- 
parate beds, and all requtfite help was pro<^ 
vided. It was found that I had received 
fix ' or feven flefli- wounds, but none of 
them proved dangerous, a» they were gi- 
ven at a difiance, and by piftol-ibot* But, 
alas ! my Matty/s cafe was very different } 
fhe fell into fudden and premature laboury 
and having fuffered extreme anguifh all 
the night, during which fhe ceafed not ta 
inquire after me, fhe was with difficulty 
delivered of a male infant^ who was fut* 
focated in the birth* 

In -the mean while the good and ten* 
der-he;irted old gentleman hurried about, 
inceflantly, from one of us to the other, 
wringing his hands, and fcarcely retain* 
ing his lenfeSr 

As^ foon as my wounds were drcflfed, 
and I had recovered my memory, I look- 
ed about and haftily inquired for my 
wife } but they cautioufty anfwered me, 
that fhe was fomething indifpofed witb 
the fright which flie got at feeing me 
bloody, and that her father had infifted 
on her going to bed» 

On the fecond dreflmg of my wounds, 
1 was pronounced out of danger, and theiit 
fhey ventured to tell me of my Matty'0^ 

3> ^ miicarnag(s^ 



mifcairiaget aftd of the bruife which fBte 
had got in her fail when fhe fainted.. Onj 
heariog this my heart wits cleft^ as it- 
were, ia twain ;. I accufed myfielf of the 
murder of my wife atid infant ; and I ac* 
cufed all j without exception, of their ia- 
difcretion kit not coneealing my difafkc* 
froin her. 

At tim^s- 1 began to fear that my wlfci 
was either dead, or much worfe than they^- 
reprefented. On nvy third dreiiingj there- 
fore, 1 peremptorily infiiled^on my beingj;; 
carried into her chamber. Ifent her notice: 
of my viEt> and, on entering the room^ 
He lives theuj flie cried, my hufbtnd^ my 
Marry ltve» t" it ift^enough ^ I ihall diehafN* 
py» iihall now depart in peace. 

Here I ordered* myfdf to be laidl>y har 
£dei wheBv taking: a hand^ which, fhe had4 
feebly reached out, and preilihg it to myf 
Kps, You would forfake me then». my 
Matty I you diei you fiy ;. and you die: 
Mappy^ in leaving me the mo&wretehed^, 
the mod; deMzt-c of men.. Yon die,, my: 
love^ you die; and I, who would^ hav^ 
foftered youaodyou^ babe with nay vis- 
tals>. it ifr 1 who ha¥e dug agr^ve for ther 
eneand for the other.. But, youmuft not 
for lake me, my Matty j 1 will not be f orf- 
£iken by you) fiiice we cannot live a£uQ9> 
Ao^ let U&. dki M \isdi& together t 
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Bcfe, a pafllonate fileocc cnfued oi^ ei- 
ther part. Bat my wounds^ 'growingj, 
painfulgand beginniag to bleed afrefli^ I 
was obliged to be' carried back to my owa 
apartment. 

Withia a few days mqrc, E was fo welt 
recovered as to be able to walk, about ;: 
irom^ which time I was^a conftarDt attend- 
ant on my belovedv^ and became her inofk 
tender and aiSdnoi^ nurfe-keeper. 

YoUr m^uft havq he%rd^ my coulki, that 
the cuftoms and manners of thofe times> 
were altogether the rcverfe:of what they? 
are at preTent. Hypocrily is no longer a^ 
£auk among mren ;, all now^ is avowed 
Ubertinifm and open prof annefs ;. and chiW 
dren feoff at th^ name and profeflion o£ 
that religion which their fathersreveredv 
Oa the contrary, ia thofe days, all oiea 
were either real or pretended uealots^ e* 
▼ery mechanic profeflfcd, like jl^aron, ta 
carry a Urim-aiid fhammim about himj:, 
and no man would engage in any baSnefs, 
w bargain, though with an intent to over* 
seach his nciglibour, without goiog.apart^ 
as he iaid^ to coafult the Lord 

My Matty,, at the fame time, was the 
belied of all faints^ without any parade of 
fcmfti&caiLon. Her-$ was a religion, of 
whole value (be had the daily and hourlyr 
(DLXgeofincei, it was. indeed a religion oi 

^power,. 
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power. Itheld her, as on a rock, in the 
midfi of a turbulent and fiuftuating world? 
it gave her a peace of fpirit that finiled aC 
provocation : it gave her comfort in afflic- 
tion, patience in anguiih, exaltation in hu-^ 
miliation, and triumph in d^ath. 

In about five weeks after her unhapp^p; 
mifcarriage, fee appeared on the recovery, 
though by very flow degrees, and with 
afliftance, at times, fat up in her bed; 
when her oldeft phyfician, one mornings 
called me apart, I am loth. Sir, faid he,, 
very loth to acquaint you with my ap-' 
prehenfions* I wifh I may be miftaken; 
but I fear greatly for you, 1 fear that your 
dear lady cannot recover* By the fymp» 
toms, 1 eoniefture that an abfcefs, or im-' 
pofthume, is forming within her ; but a 
few days will afcertain matters either for 
us or againft us* 

Had ail forts of evil tidings come 
crowding one upon another, I feould not 
have been afieded as I then was affededv 
1 couW not rife Trom my feat to bid the 
doAor adieu. My knees trembled under 
Hie ; a fwimmin^ came before my eyes j. 
and a fudden fickuefis relaxed andreverfed 
my whole frame. Alas, 1 had not, at 
that time, the refource of my Matty; I 
kad not on the armour with which fee was^ 
aimed to all liTues and events«^ I^ how^ 

evei^ 
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ever, raifed tny thoughts to Heaven, in 
a kind of helplefs acquiefcence rather thaa 
confident refignation. I firuggled, not to 
appear weaker than became my manhood i 
and I faid to myfelf, doctors have oftea 
been miflaken. 

Having recoUeded my ftrength and fpi- 
rits.the beft I could, I adventured to enter 
my wife's apartment. She was juil rai« 
fed in her bed, from whence her pa1& and 
emaciated countenance looked forth, a9 
the fuR) toward his fetting, looks through 
a iickly atmofphere, in confidence of hi9 
arifing in the fulnefs of morning glory» 

Having cautioufly and dejeftedly Icated 
xnyfelf befide her, (be reached out both 
ber hands, a.nd, prefEng one of mine be- 
tween them, 1 love you no longer, my 
Harry, Ihe cried ; 1 love you no longer^ 
Your rival, at length, has conquered, I 
am the bride of another; And yet 1 love 
you in a meafure, fince in you I love all 
that is him, or that is his; and that 1 think 
is much, a great deal, indeed, of all that i$ 
lovely. O, my dear, my fweet, mine on- 
ly enemy, as 1 may fay I riches were no- 
thing unto me, pleafures were nothing un- 
to me, the world v^as nothing unto me I 
You, and you only, Harry, flood betweea 
me and iny heaven, between me and my 
God» Long, ^d often, and vainly, have 

I iltovc 
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I drove and ftruggled againft yon ; but my 
bridegroom atlength, is become jealous of 
you ; my true owner calls me from you, 
and takes me all to himfelf ! Be not alarm- 
ed then, my Harry, when I tell you that I 
muft leave you. You will grieve for me, 
you will grieve greatly for me, my belo- 
ved ! but, give way to the kindly ihower 
that your Lord ihed for his Lazarus, and 
let the tears of humanity alleviate and 
lighten the weight of your affliiflion.— 
Ah, my Harry 1 tremble for you ; what 
a courfe you have to run !—what perils ! 
what temptations !— Deliver him from 
them, my Mitfter, deliver him from them 
all!— Again, what blifcful profpeAs— — 

they are" gone, they * are vaniihed ! 1 

firjk, I die under the weight and length 
of fuccecding mifery !-- ^Again it opens ; 
all is cleared ; and his end, like that of 
Job, is more blefied than his be^^inning. 
--Ah, my Harry, my Harry, your heart 
muft be wrung by many engines ; it (hail 
be tried in many fires ; but I truft it is a 
golden heart, and will come forth with all 
its weight ! 

You have been dreaming, my love, I 
laid, you have been dreaming ; and the 
impreflion ftill lies heavy and melancholy 
on your memory* 

les, ihe rephedf I have been dreaming 

indeed i 
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indeed; but then my dreams are much 
more real than my waking vifions. When 
all things fenfible are {hue out, it is then 
that thefpirtt enlarges, grows confcious of 
its own aftivity> its own power and pre- 
fcience, and fees by a light whofe evideace 
is beyond that of the (un/ 

"O, my angel, I cried^ ihould any thing 
happen to you — But, I dare not look 
that way ; for I know, I find, I feel that 
I could not iurvive you ! 
-^ You muft furvive me, my Harry ! nay, 
you will once more be married. I beheld 
yotir bride laft night. Even now flie 
{lands before me, the filler of my fpirit, 
and one ofjhelovelicft compofitions of fin 
and death that ever was framed for difiblu- 
tion. Her, alfo, you will lofe ; and you will 
think, nay, you will aflure yourfelf that no 
powers in heaven or earth can avail for a 
ray of comfort. ' in this life, however, 
you will finally, unexpectedly, and mofl 
* wonderfully be blefled ; and, foon after, 
we fhall all meet, and be more intimately 
and more endearingly wedded than ever, 
where yet there is neither marrying nor 
giving in marriage. 

While fhe yet fpoke, her pains, as the 
pains of labour, again came upon her, 
and went off, and again returned, after 
intermitting fwoonings. 

Of 
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O, my couiin, what a folemn, what t 
fearful thing is death ! all our ialetg of 
knowledge ^nd fenfatioii clofed at once I 
the found of cheer and the voice of friend- 
fliip, and the comfort of light, (hut out 
from us for ever ! .Nothing before us, but 
a blacknefs and depth of oblivion ; or, 
beyond it, a doubtful and alarming fenfi^^ 
bility ! ftrange fcenes, and ftrange worlds, 
firange afibciates and ftrange perceptions, 
perhaps of horrid realities, infinitely worfe 
than non-entity ! Such are the brighteft 
profpeds of inndelity in death ! 

Where, at that time, are your fcofiers, 
your deficrs of futurity ? where your 
merry companions, who turn their own. 
eternity into matter of laugh and ridi- 
' cule ? dejeded and aghaft, ^ their counte- 
nance wholly fallep, and their heart Aink 
within them, they all tremble and wiih to 
believe, in this the hour of diflblutton* 
They feel their exiftcnce fapped and fink- 
ing from under them ; and nature com- 
pells them, in the drowning of their f^uls, 
to cry out, to fomething, to ally -thing, 
JSave, fave, or I periih I 
; Far difierent was the (late of my little 
%md lowly Matty, my faint of faints, at 
that tremendous period ! where all otheis 
would have funk, there (he foared aloft ; 
and flie dropped the world axid its wealth, 

with 
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^ith her body and all thcfenfiblc affeftions 
thereof, with the fame fatisfaftion, that a 
f>oor man, jvift come to a great eftate, 
would drop his tattered gatb to put on 
^gorgeous appareh 

'*0, my bdoved ! flie would cry in the 
midft of her pains, I have been weakly 
through Kfc, 1 have been weaknefs itfelf, 
and therefore not able to take up thy 
crofs ; but be thou ftrong in my weak- 
nefs, fliew thy-mightinefs in me, and then 
^lay it upon me with all its weight ! 

Again, after a fwoon, and when her 
pangs became exccffive, I refufe not thy 
•procefs, my JMafter, Ihe cried 1 Thy croft 
and thorny crown, they are all my am- 
bition ! Point thy thorns, twift them 
harder, let them pierce into my foul ; fo 
thou fuflFer me not to fail or fall from 
thee, I care not ! 

Think, my coufin, what I endured 
\ipon that occafion; my rending heart 
ihared her fufferings, and felt pang for 
pang. Nay, I was not far from murmur^ 
•ing and quellioning with my God, on his 
putting to fiich tortm-es the moft guilt- 
lefs of his creatures. If the lambs of thy 
iflock, I fecretly faid, if thy lambs are 
•appointed to fuch excruciating fenfations, 
what muft be the portion of fuch finners 
«is I am? 
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When flic drew near the goal of her 
Wcfled courfe upon earth, O my almighty 
Sampfon ! flie famtly cried, thou fiiakeft 
the two pillars of my frail and finful 
fabric; finifli then thy conqueft in me ^ 
.down, down with the whole building ap- 
pointed to ruin ! Let no one, O Lord, of 
mine enemies or of thine enemies efcape 
thy viAorious arm ! but flay all thofe by 
,my death, with whom I have been vainly 
combating during my life- time 1 So fay- 
ing, her pains in an inflant forfook her» 
.The form of her countenance was fud- 
denly changed from the exprefiion of 
agony into that of ecftafy. She raifed 
her hands on high, and exerting herfelf 
to follow them, me cried, I come, I come ! 

then fighed and dropped over. The 

mufcles of her face flill retained the 
flamp of the laft fentiment of her foul^ 
•and while the body haftened to be ming- 
led wiUi earth, it feemed to partake of 
!that heaven to which its fpirit had beea 
exalted. 

Tou may think it odd, dearefl madam^ 
that, for fome time paft, I have taken no 
note of the man to whom I was tied by 
every poflible band of duty, gratitude, 
and a£fedion. The fa6l is, that, during 
the latter part of my wife's iUnefs, and for 
fome weeks after her death) Mr Golding 
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<^as confined to his chamber by a fevert 
fit of the gout ; and the acutenefs of hisi 
pains fcarce permitted him to attend to 
any other concern. While my Matty 
lived, therefore, 1 divided my time and 
affiduities as equally as I could between 
the daughter and father ; and, at any in- 
tervals of eafe, I ufed to read to him hi$ 
favourite paffages in the bible^ 

As foon as my faint had expired, { 
charged the fervants not to give any in* 
timation of her death to their mailer ; but, 
alas ! our filence and our looks were too 
fure indicators of the fatal tidings ; for^ 
from thje higheft to thfc leaft, my Matty- 
had been the idol of the whole houfe, and 
her death appeared (o them as the lofs 
of every earthly poffcjflion. 
- Having looked, fevcral times, intently 
and inquifitively in my face, Well, Harry^ 
fays Mr Golding, all is over then, I fee ; 
we muft go to her, but my child (hall no 
more return to us. — You are filcnt, my 
Harry .•-O thou fell glutton, death! £ 
had but one morfel left for the whole of 
my fuftenance, and that too thou haft 
devoured. Here he gave a deep groan^ 
and funk into a ftate of infenfibility^ 
from which, however, he was foon re* 
covered by the return of an anguifliipg 
4il of toe gout. 

C % Wbctt 
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When I look back, my fair cOuiin, om 
the pailages of my life ;. it is a^ matter of 
amazement to me,, that a creature fo frail,^ 
^ feebly and fo delicately conAituted as 
man, with nerves fo apt to be racked, and 
a heart to be wrung with an^iih, canpof** 
fibly endure under the weights of calami* 
ty, that, at times, are laid upon him. 

I had not }^t dropped a tcar^ I waa 
in a ftate of half ftupid and half flighty in- 
fcnfibility J as one who^ having loft eve-* 
ly thing, had nothing further to kpk for^ 
and therefore nothing to regard. But^ 
•when 1 faw, my dear old man, my belt 
^iend, my father, whelmed under fuch x 
^epth of affl^dion, all the fiuices of my 
loul and inraoft affeAions were laid open^ 
and I broke into aa avowed /paffion ol 
terars and exclamations, till» likaDavid itk 
his flrjfe of love with Jonathan, 1 exceed- 
ed. I accnfed myfelf of all the evils that 
bad happened to-his houfe ; and 1 devoted 
the day to darknefs, and the night t(^ 
defolation, wherein, by my prefeace and 
connexions, I had brought thofe miC- 
chiefs upon him. The good man wa$ 
greatlyftruck, and,I think, partly confolcd 
fey the excefs of my for;*ows ^ and, all 
defolatc as he was,, be attempted to ad- 
minifler that comfort to me,, which he. 

hijcnfeii& 
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liitiifelf Kraixted siore than zr^ who* ha<J 
life- 
Break not your heart, my Harry, break 
not your heart, my child I he cried ; dc 
{n-ive me not of the only conColation that 
-is left mfC I you arc now my only truft^ 
my only ftay, iipon eartbr A wretched 
merchant I am, wbafe whole wealth is* 
caft away, fave thee, thon precious cafk^ 
€t, thou only remnant o-f all my poffet- 
fions! My girl, indeed, was thy true lo- 
. ver, the tendercft of all mate* j her love 
to thee, my fon, was pailiag the love of 
woman J but we have loft her, we have^ 
loft her, and wailing is aU the pprtioa 
that is left us below. 

As foon as the family heard the voice 
•of our mourning, they too gave a loofe 
to the impatience of their griefs, and ^11 
the houfe was filled with the found of la-» 
men cation. 

On^the following day I fummoned the 
chief medical artifts, and got the precious^ 
reinains of my angel embalmedv She 
was laid under a fumptuoiis canopy with 
a filver coffin at her bed^s foot, and, every 
night when the houfe was at reft, I ftole 
fccrctly from my bed and ft retched myfelf 
befide her^ I prelled her cold lips to 
snine ; I clawed her corple to my warm^ 
MlQOH as laough I exped;ed toreftore it^ 

C 3, to> 



to life by tranfifufihg my foul it to k; i 
fpoke to her, as whea living ^T reminded- 
her of the fereral tender and endearing, 
paffages of our lovca ; and I reminded hec 
alfo of the lofs of our little ones, by whona. 
we becan^ efieatially one, infeparably xb^ 
Dited in foul and body for ever. 

Thelrcjis furely, my ooufin^ a Ipecies of 
j^Ieafure in grief^ a kind of £bothing and 
deep delight that arifes with the tears^ 
which are puihed {torn, the fountain q£ 
6cd in the foul, from the charities aad 
£tnfibiliiies of the humaR heart divine*. 

True, true my precious coufin, replied: 
the countefs, giving a frcfli loofc to hcfe 
tears— G Matilda, t would I were withi 
thee !**-true, my coufin^ t fay ; even now 
I fink^ } die,, under the pleafure ef your 
©arration^ 

Upon the ninih night, continued Mt^ 
Clinton^ as I Jay by ^e iide of all ths^ 
i^emained t)f my Matty, overtoiled andB 
Qverwatrhed,, I fell into a deep ileep. My 
mindnotwithfiandingyatthetime,feemed^ 
more awake and more aliv&to obJ£&$ thaai 
even Iti an in ft ant ike ftood vifible «nd« 
ccnfciTed before me,. IfarW her clearcjr 
than at Boon day,, by the light which ihe- 
vaft withprofufion abroa4« Every feature: 
9nd formei: trace feemed heightened intei^; 
A lufiie without a iois^of the kail iimi*- 

liiudev 
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-Stude. She fmHed laefFable f^creethefs andl 
bleffednefs upon mc : and ftoopmg down>. 
I felt her embrace about my heart and 
about my fpiril ; \i^hile, at the fame time> 
Jfaw hcF bei>t in complacence before me., 
^fter a^length of ecftatic pleafiirc, which I 
feltfromhercommuniouanditifufion into- 
my foul ; My Harry, fays flie, grieve not 
jFor me ^ all the delights that your world, 
could fum up in an ag^, would not a- 
nouQt to my blifs, no, not for an hour;^ 
it is a weight of enjoynient that, in au: 
iiiftant^ would crufh to nothing the whole^ 
franieof your mortality. Grieve not then-. 
for me, my Harry ,^ but refign my beggarly. 
%oils to llieir beggjirly parent; aihes ta- 
aihes, and duil to duit I In xay inordinate 
fondnefs for you> I have at length ob- 
tained a promife that my mailer and' 
your maftcr, my beloved and your lover 
fiiall, finally ybear you triiunphant througlv 
all the enemies that are iet in fearful ar- 
lay againfl you« Having fo faidt I felt 
Hiyfeii as it were compel ^d within aux 
engine of love;, and again, loung the re-» 
UdHibrance of all that haJ pafled, i iunk^ 
as into a fiate of utter oblivion. 

Toward the dawning, I was awakened^ 
^y the dapping of hands and the cries of 
lamentation. &arcmg up, I perctrtved 
Mr Guiding at the ^dllde^ iufpendeci> 
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over his Matty and me, aiid pourlo'^ 

forth his compIstintSr . 

There was a favoured domefilc of hi*, 

ft little old man, who had always kept a^ 

careful and inquifitive eye over every 

thing that was in or concerned our houfo- 

hold. This Argus, it feems, at length (uf- 

peded my nightly vifits to the dead, anc^ 

lurking in a corner, (aw me open and enter 

the chamber where the corps was depofith 

ed. As he lay in his mafters apartment, 

he took the firft opportunity of his being 

awake to impart what he thought a matter 

of extraordinary intelligence to bim» Sir, 

fays he, if I am not greatly deceived, my 

young mailer is thisi moment in bed witk 

his dead lady^ What is this you tell me i 

cried Mr Golding. No, John, no, what 

you fay is impoffiblc. All who live, love 

that which is living alone; whatever isl- 

• Yours of death, is deteftable fo all meOr 

As I am here, replied John, I am almoft a& 

fured that what ^ tell you is fa^. Peace, 

peace, you old fool, faid MrGoldiog ; think 

you that our Harry is more loving than 

father Abraham, and yet Abraham qcC^ 

Tcd to buiy his dead out of his fight. I 

know not how that may be, faid trufty 

John, bu' , ii y tm arc able to ftir, I will hclj) 

yuu to go and fee. I am fure the thought 

' ot it meiis- lue very heart within me.. 

Aci^ordinglyr 
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Accordingly, Mr Goldingf like old 
Jacob, ftreagthcned himfclf and arofe» 
and, pained as he wi^s, he came with- 
tbe help of his John» to the place where 
I lay. 

Having for fome time looked upon mc» 
as I flept with his ^latty faft folded in my 
arms; he could no longer contain his 
emotions, but he and Jobn^ broke forth 
into tears and exclamations. O my chil« 
dren, my children, my deareft children^ 
he cried, why did ye exalt me to fuch a. 
pitch of blefiednefs ? was it only to cail me 
down into the deeper gulph of mifery, a 
gulph that has neither bank nor bottom I 

As. I arofe^ all aibamed to be detected 
in that manner, the good man caught m^ 
in his- armg. My Barry, my Harry, layg. 
he, what ihall I pay you, my fon, for 
your fuperabundant love to me and ta 
mine ? Could my wretchednels give you 
blifs, I fliould almoft think myfelf bklled 
in being wretched^ my Harry* 

I now prepared to execute the bte com-^ 
siand of my %ngel, and to confign to earth 
the littte that was earthly in her. But^ 
when our domeilics uaderftood that all 
that was left of their loved miftrefs was 
cow going to be taken away from thenpi 
for ever, the); broke into tears anew, and 
Ut, aa bo\md& to their lajneatations. 

Her 
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Her defolate father was defirous of at* 
tending the funeral, but, on my knecSf 
I diffuaded him from it, as I was affured 
k would burft in twain the already over- 
ftretched thread of his age and infirmities^ 
He then infilled on having the lid of the ^ 
coffin removed, and bending over, he caft 
his old body on the corpfe : again he 
rofe and gazed upon it ; and clapping his 
hands with a fliout, Is this my world, 
he cried, . the whole of my poffeffions ? 
Arc you the one that was once my little 
prattling Matty, the play-fellow of my^ 
knees, the laugher 4way of care, who ^ 
brought cheer to my heart and warmth to 
my bofom ? Are you the one for whqm, 
alone, I fpent my nights in thought and 
'fny days in application ? Is this all that is 
left, then, of ray length of labours ? Q, 
tny fpails: of life is quenched ! in thee, my 
Watty, ray Matty, the flowing fduntai^ 
of my exigence is dried up for even 

There is fomething exceedingly folema 
^nd afi'eding, my couiin, in the circum- 
-ilances and apparatusof our funerals; they 
are oppreffive even to minds that are no 
way concerned or intcrefted in the death 
of the party lamented. Though 1 giievcd 
no more foe my Matty, though 1 was as 
afiured of her bliis as 1 was of my own 
being j yet, when the gloom ot the- pro* 

ceiEon 
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ceilioa was gathered around me ; when 
I heard the wailing of the many families 
whom her charity had fuilained; when I 
heard the bitter fobbings of thefervants^ 
whom her fweetnefk had fo endearingly 
attached to her p^rfoH ; when all joined 
to bewail themfelves as loft in her lofs ; 
my heart died,* as it were, within me, and 
I fliould have been fufFocated on the fpot, 
had I not given inftant way to the fweU 
of my forrows. 

The tempeft of the foul. Madam, like 
that of the elements, can endure but for a 
ieafon. The paflion of Mr Golding, on 
the interment of every joy and of every 
hope that he could jook for upon earth, 
within a few weeks fubiided, or r^th^ 
funk into 1 folid but fuUen peace ; a kind 
of peace that feemed to fay, there is no- 
thing in this univerfe that can difturb me, 

Harry, faid he, one evening, I have 
been thinking of the viiion that 1 have had« 
Viiion, Sir^ faid I, has my Matty then ap- 
peared to you ? Yes, he'anfwered, ihe was 
the principal part of my viiion for thefe 
twenty years p2^ft» The vifion that I 
mean, my Harry, is the dream of a very 
long and laborious life. Here have I, by 
the toil of fifty years application;, fcrap- 
ed together and accumulated as much as, 
m thefe timtSf would fet kings zt Qotat 

tentioUj 
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tentioB, and be accounted a worthy cauft 
for fpiHing tKe blood of thoufands ; and 
yet what are thefe things to ine> or of 
^what value in themfeives more than the 
Hones and rubbilh that make our pave*- 
tnent before the door? I have been hunger- 
ing and thirfting after the goods of this 
world, ihave acquired all that it couldgive 
me, and npw my ibul, like a fick fiiomach, 
^ifgorges the whole. I then took one of 
his hands, and prefling it tenderly be- 
tween mine, O, my father, I cried, my 
dear, dear father, O, that I might be 
made fbns and daughters, and every fort 
of kindred to you ! all that I am and have 
ihould gladly be fpent in bringing any 
kind of comfort to you my father! 

In about a fortnight after, as I entered* 
his apartment to bid him good-morrow, 1 
'Obferved that his countenance had much 
altered from what it was the evening be- 
fore, that he looked deeply dejeded,^^nd 
feemed to breathe with 'difficulty. 

Are not you well. Sir ? No, fays he, ' 
my fpirits are greatly opprcflfcd. I find - 
"that I muft leave you fliortly ; I believe that 
I muft go fuddenly j but where to ? That 
is the queflion, the very terrible queflion 5 
the only queftion of any importance in 
<hcaven or on earth, bure, Sir, faid 1, 
that can be <no ^uefiion to you, whoft 

whole 
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iKrhole life has been a continnal courfe of 
ligbteoufnefs, of daily worihip to God» 
and good wLli to all men. If you . have 
any fins to account for, they muft be co« 
vered tenfold by the multitude of your 
charities. 

• Talk not, Harry, fatid he, of the filthy 
rags of ray own righteonfnefs« 1 am fat 
from the confidence of the boa^ftful Pjtiari- 

f fee ; alas, 1 have not even that of the poor 
and humble publican, for I dare not look 
up to iay, ** Lord, be mercifoi to me a fin- 
•* nerl** wherefore then do you fpeak of 
having finiihed ray courife toward Godand 
toward man ? It is but lately, very lately 
I that I fet out upon it, and I am cut ihort 
before I hzve got witMn fight of the goal. 
Yes, Harry, 1 £ear, I know, I £eel^ that 
there is no falvation for aie< 

• You amaee me. Sir, faid I, you terrify 
me to death. / if there is not falvation for 
iuch as you, what a depth of perdition 
op^ns for the reft of mankind ?^ 

' I would you could convince me, he 
cried. I want to be comforted ; I defire 
comfort, any kind of confolatien : ' but I 
feel my condemnation within myfelf. 
Moreover, I fee every text of the gofpel 
of the words of life terribly marmailed 
and fet in broad array againft me. What 
text, Sir ? faid I ; I am lure^l know of no 
Vol. 1II« D texts 
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texts that bring terror Or condemiutioa 
to the jufi» Ah» Harry^ be replied, jufiice 
is of the law and the circuno^cifion, an4 
has nothing to do with the new covenant 
or the new man. For^ what fays the gres^ 
apofile? << Circumcifionavailethtiothingy 
•• neither uncircnmcifion, but a new crea- 
«* tpre/* And Chrift himfclf had faid> 
<< Except a man be born again, he can* 
« not fee the kingdom of God/' Again, 
the fame apojlle faith, ** I delight in th^ 
** law of God after the inward pasm :^ 
and again, ^' My little children of whom 
^ I travail in birth again, until Chrift be 
•* formed in you.** I^ow,if all thefecorret- 
fponding expreflions of being '^ born 9gain, 
•'< a new creature, a new man, an inward 
5* man, Chrift formed in os^'^ &c. are to 1* 
gloffed and explained away, as meaning' 
little more than a ft ate of moral fenti« 
ments and moral behaviour, there can be 
nothing of real import in jhe gofpel of 
Chrift. 

Again, hear what the Redeemer faith : 
^ Except ye be converted and become a$ 
<* little children, ye fliall not enter into 
^ the kingdom of heaven." Again, *< if 
$^ any man will come after me, let him 
<< deny himfelf and take up his crofs and 
^ foUow me.'- Again, « Whomever he 
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^* be of 70U that forfaketh not all that he 
•« hath, he cannot be my difciple.'* 

If thefe thiogs, I cried, are to be takei^ 
according to the apparent fenfe and im- 
port of the letter, neither the teachers 
of the gofpel, nor thofe who are taught, 
can be iaved. 

Therefore, replied he, it is faid, that 
*^ Many be called, but few chofcn " And 
again, ** ISnter ye in at the ftrait gate j 
:«' for wide is the gate, and broad is the 
^* way that leadeth to deftru^ion, and 
« many they be which go in thereat : be- 
<< cauie ftrait is the gate, and narrow is 
^' the way which leadeth unto life, and 
^ few there be that find it.'* O my Har- 
Ty, nay Harry, our lives have been em- 
ployed in feeking and ** loving the world 
*< and the things of the world," therefore 
** the love of the Father could not be in 
^ us." O, that I had never been born 1 
Othou God, whofe tribunal, at this hour^ 
is iet up fo tremendoufly againft me ; at 
length I feel the propriety of thy pre- 
cepts, in rcjedtng the world and all that 
is therein ; for what can they yield, iave 
a little food and raiment to bodily cor- 
ruption, or incitements to that pride 
wnich caft Lucifer into a gulph, that 
now opens before me without a bot- 
tom f 

Da As 
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As I trembled and had jiotbifig tchan* 
fwer, I propoled to briog fome of our 
€lergy to him. Noi Harry, no, fays he, I 
Vfc ill haye none of their wordy comforts j, J 
will not cad my foul upon bladdered ex- 
pedations. ^an they pecfuade me that I 
am one of the few that are chofea; caa 
they tell cue wherein I have ftriven to en» 
ter at the firait gate, wherein many ihaU 
ieek to enter bi^t Ihall not be able i 

Here he funk into a fit of agonlzine 
defperation, fo.thata cold dew bi^oke fortk 
from all parts of his body^ and fell, drop 
after drop^ down his ghaftly aad fearful 
coun tenance. Never, madam, nev^ did 
I teel iuch a kind of anguiihing horror aiB 
i then felt ^ I was afirighted and all fro^ 
2sen to my inmofi fouL Hafie, my dear 
Sir, ejcdaimed lady Maitland,*make hafte 
through this part of y our narr^ion, I ho^ 
ieech you! I alfo feel for myfelf, I am 
terrified to the laft degree^ 

At length, continued Mr Clinton^ I ro- 

elleded myfelf a little. My mafler, I cried,^ 

. sny father, my deareft father, fi^ce yoa 

will not take comfort in your own righ- 

teoufne&, take comfort in that of hiia 

who wai^ mad*e righteoufnel^ for you. 

. Do you not now reject the world ? do you 

Aot mw deny jouriieli 1 1 d0]^l40| heiaid» 
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I dcteft the one and the- other. And dcy 
you not feel that you are wholly a com- 
pound of fin and death ? Ay, he cried,, 
there is the weight, there is the moun- 
tain under which I fink for ever. Come: 
then to Chrtft, my father, heavy laden as* 
you are^ and he will, queftionlefs, em- 
brace you ind be reft to you, my father f 
I would come, Harry, he cried, but I dare- 
not,. I am not able. Strive, my father; 
do but turn to himj and he will more 
than meet you'. Cry out, with finking: 
Peter, *< Save, Lord, or I pcrifli!" andl 
be will catcb you wkh the hand of his> 
ever- ready falvation.- 

Here his countenance began' to fettle* 
into aiv earneft: compofure, and his eyes^ 
were turned and fixed upward; whiles 
&is old and enfeebled body continued to* 
labour under the fymptoms^ of near dif- 
folation.. At length he flrart^d, and fei- 
aing my hand with^ a <iyiog preflurei, 
There is comfort, Harry, there is com-- 
fort ! he cried, and expired* 

1 was now caft, once more; upon w- 
ftrange and friendlefs world. All the in^ 
fterelts of my heart were buried with this* 
family ; and 1 feemed to my felf, as with 
out kindred or connexions in the midftf 
of mankind. Your dear mamma, indeed^, 
ibmecimes called to condole with me; andi 

JX 3, watecT 
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^K^at«F my lofies with- hec tears^-^ and^ui 
Ber, an^d you» my coufih, yeung as yoit 
then.were, was locked up and centeredthc^ 
whofe ilock that I bad left of ead^aiii^: 
fenfaUon^* 

As the fcenes 0( my former happine& ^ 
fkrvcd' daily and nightly,. to render me 
more wxetched: by a. fad recoUedion^. I 
determined to quit my houfe ai\(i to take 
private lodgings ». For this purpofe f 
iummened Mr Gelding's domeilicsiand^ 
^s he had made no wiU^ Lfirfl: paid themi? 
their wa^es, and then gave them fuch 
pretended legacies as brought their tears: 
and their blefiings in: a fhower upon mcu. 

M fooa as Lhad discharged alf^^esicept: 
the two favourite fervants of my, mailer 
and my Matty, I defired that Jx)hn» our 
little old man, fhx)uld be fent to mc*. 

Johu,^ foidj,,as hc^entered, here isa bili 
for five hundred pounds, which our goo# 
old maft^r has^ left you« in. token of his 
acknowledgementof your true.and loving 
fervices> and to h^elp, with what you^have 
favedf.to foften and make eaiy the bed ot 
death in your old agjs,. Do- you mean to 
jart with: me. Sir ?. faid John, Ceinihgly 
thanklefk-and imconcerned about the gij^ 
which lhad oQered him.. Indeed, Jphn„Uid 
1, in my prefcnt ftaxe of dejection^ attend* 
ULce ot aay kind would but be an incum- 

bxance 



biraftce to me* Then, Sir, you may kee]^ 
your bounty to yourfelf, for I fball break 
my heart before five and twenty hours 
are over* Nay, J^htt, faid I, I am. far 
,£rom tuarning you fro^n me; ftay with me 
as my friend and welcome, but not as 
ipy fervant ; and I {hall fee the comfoi;t: 
of old times in always feeing you about 
me.^ Thank you^ thank you» Sir, he 
crted^ I will iiot difturb you with my^ 
tears ;.^ but, I ihould die uribkffed, I 
.ibould die unbleiT^d, if I died eut of yoiH^ 
.prefence I fo faying,, he rufhed from, me 
ia a fit of reilrained paffion. 

I then fent for my wife's notaid, whom^t 

formerly mentioned. She had j,aft heard 

of my difchargin^ the other fervants, and 

.entered with a fad and alarmed counter 

nance. Come near, Sufan, I am going ta 

part with you, faid I ;: come ta ine^ and 

give me a iarewel kifs.. Sae approached 

with downcaft looks, when, taking her in^ 

my arn^s I prefled and killed her repeated** 

ly^ and Icarce wlcheld my tears. O, my girl, 

my Matty's precious gkl,. I cried,. 1 an not 

. forgetful of your love, your iioaour, and 

. your difintereliedaefs lo ward us, Here^ 

my Sufy, your darUng amlrefs- prefents 

you with this bifl of a thoulaod pounds, 

and, if you choofe, I will give you ca4h for 

St within a quarter of an hour. rhis,,iiow- 
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ever, does not difchargemc from my i*el 

fard and attention to you. You are of » 
elplcfs fcx,my Sufy, that is fubjeft to ma- 
ny impofitions and calamities } whereforet^ 
i9phent bis fum fiiall fait you^ come to me 
again, come to me as to your friend, as to 
your debtor, Sufy, and I will repeat my 
remembrance, and repeat it again, as yoti: 
may happen to have occafion ; for, while t 
have fixpence left, the favourite friend of 
my Matty (hall not want her proportion.^ 
Here the grateful and amazed creature 
tbrew hei^felf on the floor^ She cried a-- 
loud, while the family heard and echoedl 
to her lamentations. She daiped mv- 
knees, &e kifled niy feet again and again.^ 
} could not diiengage myfelf, I could not: 
force her from me* O,. my mafter, fte- 
cried, my all that is left to me of my adored^, 
my angei miflrefs!: muft 1 then be torn» 
from you I n.uft you live without the feiw 
vice of the hands and heart of your Sufy ? 
But, I unc^erflard your regard and care 
forme, my matter ! it is a cruel and naugh- 
ty world, and muft be complied with. 

Here Iccmpellcd her to rife,, and kif£^ 
Sng her again, 1 turned haftily to the: 
chamber wiiere my Matty's corps had^ 
been laid ; and bolting the door^ and daft- 
mg myielf on the bed, i broke into tearii, 
aad at length wegt myfclf to fleep. 

While 



The fool %i qUALITT. 4$ 

While I was preparing to kave the 
0D^e-loved manfion, I founds in Mr Gold- 
ing's oabinett a parchment that much fur- 
prized me. Qn my marriage, he had pro^ 
pofed to make a fettlement of his fortune 
upon me, which, however, I obftinately 
refuted to accept; whereupon, without 
my piivity, he got this deed perfecled, 
which contained an abfolute conveyance 
to me of all his worldly effeds and pof- 
feilions} and this again renewed in me thp 
tender and endearing remembrance of 
each of thofe kindnefies and benefits which 
he had formerly conferred upon, me* 

I now found myfelf in poiTef&on of 
.i^ear a million of money, which,, howe- 
ver^ in my difpofition of mind at the 
time, appeared no worthier than fo much 
lumber in a wafte room. And I know 
xot how it was that^ through the fubfe* 
quent cburfe of my life, although I was by 
fko means of an economical turn, though 
1 never fued for a debt, nor gave a de« 
nial to the wants of thofe who afked, nor 
turned away from hini that defired to 
borrow of me, ^ yet uncoveted wealth 
came pouring in upon me. 

It was not without fome fighs and a 
plentiful (howery that I departed from 
the ieat of all my paft enjoyments. I 
took lodgings within a few doors of your 

father I 
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father ^ and nty little houfehold con(ift« 
€d of my favourite Iri(hinan» my little 
old man, two footmen, and an elderly 
woman who ufed daily to drefs a plaia 
difh of meat for us* 

It was then, my faireft coufin, that 
your opening graces and early attractions 
drew me daily to your houfe ; my .heart 
was fooChed and my griefs cheered by 
the fweetnefs of your prattle ; and I was 
melted down and minted anew, as it 
were, by the unaffeded warmth and inno- 
cence of your carefies. 

As I had no faith in dreams, not evea 
In that of my Matty, I thought it impof- 
^b)e that I mould ever marry ag^n. I 
therefore refolved, in my own miftd^ to 
majse you my heir, and to endow yoa 
in marriage, with the bed part of my 
-fortune But you are a little pale, ma- 
dam, you Jook dejeded andiatigued. If 
you pleafe, I will fuipend my narratioa 
-for the prefent; and in the morning, if 
you ctioofe it, as early as yott will, I ihatt 
renew and proceed in my infignificant 
'hific)ry .-^Here he preffed her hand to his 
lips. She withdrew with a tearful eye» 
and a heaving heart ; and, the next day» 
'h» xefumed ius uarrationt as f6Uowetl|« 
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C tt A p. XV. 

THOUGH you, my couiuif at that 
tknct wcf*^ ^ great confolation to 
me^ and a ^eel lightener of my afflic* 
tions ; yet the griefs of heart which I had 
fufiered were not without their effect 
at length they fell on my conftitution, and 
affeAed my nerves or fpirits ; I think our 
do&ors pretty much confound theoie 
with the other. Accordingly^ I was ad- 
vifed to travel for change of air and ex* 
ercife ; and I was preparing for my jour« 
ijtey, when there happened in my family 
the moft extraordinary inftance of an ever- 
watchful providence that occurs to my 
memory. 

My hltle old man John began to decline 
apace, and at length took to his bed ; and* 
having a tender f riendihip for him, 1 went 
to fit befide him, and to comfort him the 
Jbeil I could.* John, faid I, are you afraid 
to die ? No, Sir, not at all, not in the leaft; 
I long to be diffolved and to be with pur 
loving Lord. Indeed, John, faid I, I am 
inclined to think you have been a very 
good liven A dog. Sir, a mere dog, 
idefperately wicked, the vUeft of finners 1 
I am a murderer too, my mailer, there'9 

blood 
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blood upon my head. Blood ! &id I^ and. 
firarted. Yes, Sir, replied John ; but then 
the blood that wa3 flied forme, is ftronger 
and more precious than the blood that was 
filed by me. Blood, however, John, is a 
very terrible thing ;- arc you not afraid to 
appear before the judgment-leal of Chrift? 
By no means, my dear mailer ; I have 
long iince laid the burden of my fins be^ 
forrliim, for I had nothing elfe to bring^ 
to him, nothing elfe to ofier him ; and he 
has accepted them and me, and my con- 
Science is at reft in him. Then^ John, 
there may yet be room for hope. There 
is affurance, my mafter ; for I have laid 
hold upon the rock, and cannot be ihaken* 
* But how do you intend to difpofe of 
your worldly fubftance ? All that I have. 
Sir, I got with you and my old mafter } 
ind, where I found it, even there I refolve 
to leave it. Indeed, John, I will not finger 
a penny of your money. How rnuch may 
it amount to ? Eight hundred and thirty- 
feven pounds. Sir, or thereabout. And 
have you no relations of your own ? N6t 
one living that 1 know of. Then think 
of fome one elfe, for no partof it'ihall lie 
on my conicience, I allure >au. 

I have read, fomewhere or other. Sir, of 
a great king who was advifed of God, in 
a dream> to t^kc the very fird man, 
. - whooi 
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^hem hi ibould meet the Dest morning, 
to ht his partner in the government. 
Kowr, ifitpleafesyatf, ray mafter> I will 
follow the like counfel j and whofoever 
fiiall be firft fpuad before our door, let 
that perfon be the owner and inheritor of 
my fubftance« It (haU be even as'y ou fay ; 
I will go and fee whom God (hall be plea- 
&d to fend to ui^ ^ 

Accc»rdijigly 1 went and opened our 
<]oor, when a woman, who had nearly 
pafledy turned about at the noife, and 
jjerceiying me, came up and faid, A little 
charity, Skr, for the fake of Urn who had 
not where to lay his head I 

. I was ftrongly affeded by the manner 
ifi which (he addrefled me, and, eyeing 
her attentively, I obferved that ihe was 
dean though meanly apparelled ; where- 
fore, to make a further trial whether our 
adventure was likely to prove profperous 
or noty I ilipt a guinea into her hand, and 
defired her to go about her bufinefs* Ac« 
cordingly^ Ihe curtfied and went from me 
a few Steps., when, looking into her hand, 
ihe turned fuddenly back ; Sir, Sir, fays flie, 
h^re had like to have been, a fad miftake $ 
ypu meant to give me a ihiUing, and you 
have given me a whole guinea* It was. 
Ays I, a very great miftake, indeed ; but, 
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be pleafed to come in, and we will try tof^ 
M&ify our errors. 

iHere, I took her into the chamber 
where John lay, and^ having conflrained' 
heir to fit dowiiy I put my hand in my 
pocket. Here,, good woman; faid r, 
here, are ten guineas for^ you, to make 
you. fomc amends for the .miilake I was^ 
guilty of in jgiving you but one. The 
poor creature could fcarcely credit her 
ienfes, but, raifing her eyes- in ecftafy, 
aod- droppihg from the chair upon her 
knees, (he was proceeding to blefs me.;, 
ttut I peremptorily iniifted on her retaking 
her feat. Miilrefe^ faid I, be pleafed^ to 
ftay yourrpray«rs for the prefent ; what I 
want from you. is the ftory of your life : 
tell me who and what you are, without 
fuppreffii^ any circumfbincej or conceal* 
ipg the faults of which you have been 
guilty» and I will make you the miftrefsi 
of twenty, guinea's,. that &all be added to ' 
what you have already received. 

2S41!, faidilhei you frighten me; my fto« 
ryis a very unhappy and a. very fooliOi 
f^ry, and cannot be o£ the fmalleft con- 
fi^ttence to you. Sure, you are too much 
ofthe:gesitleman to de&e to enfnare me ; 
apFdf indeod^ I know nofc of ^ any things 
whereby.l may jboieBfiaased* Wfatreforo, 

bountiftU 
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bountiful Sir, tmto you, as unto heaven^ 
I will open niy whole foul, without fcek* 
ing to know why you look into the con- 
cerns of fucfa a worm as I am. 

I am the daughter of a faVmer in Efr 
4px» my maiden name was Elenor Da<» 
^er. I was n^arried^ early in life, to a^ 
man who kept a chandler's fhop in, a lit^ 
tie lane that led to Tower Hill, bis name 
iwas Barnaby Tirrel. Barnaby Tirr^l ! 
Exclaimed John, are you very fure that 
his name was Barnaby Tirrel ? Peac^, 
John, I cried ; whatever you may know 
of this man, or of any other matter, I 
command you not to interrupt the wo*' 

man, till ihe has finiihed her ilory * 

She then continued^ 

. I had neither brotho: aor fiil^r,, Sir^ 
but one brother^ a twin-brother ; and wef 
loved one another, as though there was^ 
no body eUe in the world to be loved« 

About three years befoi^ my marriage^ 
my brother Tpmmy, then a fwept pretty 
iad, took to a fea-f»:ing life, and went 
irom me, I know not where, upon a voy- 
age that I was told w^s a very great way 
•off ; and fa I criedy dajy . and mght» a» 
many tears af^r him as ^spould have fer*^ 
ved me to fwim in. 

My hufband wa« very fond of me, aic^* 
when he ufed t6 fee me cry^ whijj^ he ipoke' 

£a. 06 
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of my Tommy, he would kifs meand ti^ 
to comfort me, and fay, that he wifhed 
^r nothing more than his return to Old 
England, that be might welcome bim and: 
love him as mHch as I did. . 

One night, on the ninth month of mf 
marriage, ks I fat raoping^and alone, my 
hufband being abroad upon fome bufii* 
nefS) I heard a knocking at the door, 
which was opened by our little fervant 
girl. And then, before you could fay 
this, in leaped my l^other, and- catched 
file f aft in his' dear* arms; 

I gave a. great iheut for joy, you may 
be fare ; and puihing my Tommy froni 
iBe^ and'puliing htm to oie again and a* 
gaifif we embraced, and cried, and ki£& 
ed, afid ' ei^braced and ki^fled again^ ao^ 
though we never could be tired. 

In the mean while, the door being o* 

jpeWj-nay er ael Barnaby enteredj unper^ 

ceived by eitherof u&^ and feeing aUrange^ 

man fo fond aiHl. familiar with me, h6 

opened a^Ioing dafped-knife which he had 

in his pockety and rufhing up, he gave 

my darlings, brether three fVabs in the bo* 

dy, before he could fpeak a word oi* 

turn about to defend himfelf. Then, 

cafling down the knife, in a minute \A 

was out Qf the houf^ and I never faw 

kim.moreii 
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Tor a time, 1 Hood like a ft one, and- 
then giving a gteat (hriek, 1 fainted and 
fell on my brother as lie la^y weltering in^ 
his blood. 

Our little Mary, in the while, being; 
"Iright^ almoft to death, ran about like- 
aT wild thing, and alarmed the ftreet. 
'Our neighbours crowded iri, and fent for^ 
the next furgeon.. My brother's wounds . 
^ere probbed and dreiTed, and he was* 
iaid in our fpare bed; 

Mean time being forward with ctiild^^ 
1 fell into firong and untimely Jabour^i 
And after very grievous travail^ was c^eli*- 
vered of a boy, who was chriftened and* 
trailed James, after my dear and lately de*^ 
eeafed father. 

No paint of my own^ However, kept < 
me from inquiring after that dear and la«^ 
Isiented brother who had been killed^ as> 
h fuppofed for his love to me. But hist 
youth and natural ilrength carried him^ 
trough all dangers^ In three months he- 
was up and about) as well as ever; and»* 
k) lefs than three more, h6 fet out on a^* 
nother voyagp, from whence he^never^, 
never, ©never returned ! 

Before he went abroad^ my dear andl 
l^eet fellow had left me a note of hand^ 
for the receipt of hh wages. But, in five^ 
XMTS- aftej,.! heard that he was (;aft away«* 
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or killed ' by the Barbary people : and,, 
though I went and went again, in the- 
middle of my. wants, and in the middle 
of my forrowis, to aflc and to petition 
for his pay fiom the admiralty ; I never% 
could ge£ an anfwer of any profit or any 
comfort; 

My little Jempiy,. however, grew and: 
throve and prated apace, and was^my only 
prop under all my affi^ions.^ My hut 
band,, ifjdeed, had left me in pretty cic^ 
xumftanees; and, had he but ftayed with^ 
me, we fliould have profpered^above our 
fellows. But, wiiat caa a woman do^ 
ixngle, weak, and unproteded l- 1 was in> 
pofed upon)by.fQme.-,.by.othersI was rcr 
fiifed payment for the goods that I had 
given f- and at^ length I^was reduced, to^^ 
poverty, and obliged to fhut up fkop. . : 

Mean time I had fpared no coft. on tha 
^bringing up.of my Jemmy*. I had given 
him fchool learning,, and he: now was 
grown a very tOMjardly and cUver boy ^ 
and, having- taken to meffagea, my fweel 
fellowj^very night,- ufed to bring to me 
whatever he had earned in the day-time* 

In the lofs of my hufband axKl brot 
ther }; in the lofs: of my Bamaby, and in 
the lofs of my Tommy, to be fure I had 
grief upon grief; fo that my health went 
irom me^ and neiiit my, iueng(h went 

fronl. 



The Foot of QtrALlTT. ^$; 

r&otn mei and I was not able to work at 
tiie wafliing^bufiaeft as before. But thiS' 
didn't figiiify much, while my child had: 
liis health > for he had ndw got a.porter'* 
place in tht cuftom-houfc, and, young a*- 
he was, he willingly carried heavy burr 
4en3 to have the pleafure of bringing; 
home his hard earnings to hi^ mammyi. 
But about fix. wrecks ago, may it pleafc 
your honour, my dear boy fell ill of a: 
quartan agpe, as they call it, xindicr whieli. 
he, and his motberfs hearjt,. dill continue ^ 
ta labour. 

As fooHcas flie had endedhcr.fliort nar*^ 
lative. Well, John,, faid I> methinks thk* 
bufinefs wilLdo^ in my opinion you>have 
got a very worthy inheritor of your foFf 
tone:, what fey you tot it, John I tirftj 
Sir, let meafk her a qucflion or two, if 
you pleafe. . Honeft. woinanj . draw y our 
chair a little nearer to me, I pray yom 
^And now, tell me the truth ; Did you 
0ver love, your hufband ? Yes, dearly, 
indeed, very .dearly did Llove him ; for. 
he bad toved^me very dearly,.till that nod- 
fcrable. night- But when,, as: I though tj 
be had killed <my brother, I hated him as 
much as I had ever' loved him. before* 
But then ag^in^ wheo- my Tommy had. 
recovered of his wounds, I fent far and 

Afiar.to inqj4ire. after. him and find him' 

outj 
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cut ; and when I could learn no tidingy* 
of him, I put k into aU the printed pa- 
pers, that Thomas Damer was well reco- 
ver«d, and that Barnabas Tirrel, who had? 
^'ounded him, might return, without- 
-danger, to his wife and infant. 
.* And he is returned,* ihouted John, he 
b returned, ray Nelly N- your barbarous- 
and bloody hu&and, who ftabbed your 
t>rother, and left yoprand your infant tO' 
famifli, he is returned to you, my Nelly i-- 
wd, in his deadi, he ihall make yoijp 
amends for all the fufferings which he 
brought upon you^ during his lifetime !' 
But, my mafier,^ my deareft-mafter, fend 
immediately for my child, my Jemmy, t 
iDefeech you, that, bad as I am my&lf, £ 
aiay give him a fathier's blei&ng befopc: 
Idie.^ 

' I was furprifed and affe^Eed, madam^ 
beyond expreiiion, by incidents that were 
lU: once fo wonderful and fo tender ; and^ 
I diredly fent fervants and a fedan chain^ 
for J:ames, with orders to have him care^ 
fully and warmly wrapt up ;- for,: what: 
bis mother told me of him had, alrea«- 
dy, giveiQ. me a^ very firong prejudice ia« 
hiB favour. 

Mean while, Mrs Tirrel had funk on^ 
ker knees by her hufband's bed- fide, and< 
was plentifully goudng^ forth ber tears^ 
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trpon him j partly for jay of having found 
him, and partly for grief of having found 
him in that comdifion. ^ 

O, my Nelly, my Nelly, cried Barnabas^ 
had I known who the perfon was whofc 
blood I drew that terrible night, I would 
fooncr have thruft my knife into my own 
heart, than iuto any part of the body of 
that dear brother of yours. But I was 
old and ugly, you koowr and youwerfc 
young and haad£bme; and jealoufy is a^ 
mad devil tbat rages in the breaft like 
hell- fire; it never knew how to fpare,, 
but tears and conlumes every thing that 

comes within its reach. 

At length J.m>cs was brought to us-j. 
and» as we were in his father's apartments^ 
^ chamber no way attorned, James entere<i 
without any refpeft to perfons. He wag 
a tall and comeiy youth,, but very pale 
and lean y and, as it was one of his weU 
days, he -walked in without help. He 
had bardy beea told that his mother fent 
for him in a hurry ; fo that he entered 
with a. vilible ahrm in his countenance. 

What is the matter, my dear mother? 

fays he ; alas, I am little able to help, yoa 

at prefeht. 1 hope nothing has happened 

that is fuddenly diilrefsful. Nothmg a- 

mifs, my child, more than that your dear 

&LtheXx for wkona. I have fought and beea 

fighing. 
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figfaing this many a year, ycmr father lief 
dangeroufly ill in this very bed my Jem-' 
my. <Am I then fo bkffed, cried the boy^ 
;is to fee and embrace a father ? O my 
:child, exclaimed the old man, and eagerly 
Jftretched his arms toward him, come to 
xny bofom, thou only o£Fspring of my 
<bowels ! I may now fay » with blefled Jacob, 
Jet me die, let me die, £nce I have feea 
rthy face, and thou art alive, my fon ! 

I would at any time ^ve a thoufand 
IKXUods, my cpufin, for a tenth of the en^. 
joyment that I then. had, in the feelings 
which God poured into the hearts of this 
little family, on their fo very unexpeded 
^aod marvellous a meeting. It appeared ta 
jne, however, thj^t young Jame^^eveu c^ 
iceeded his parents in love; and this gasv^e 
we fuch a cordial attachment to him, that 
from that hour to this we bave^verbeeft 
fundered. He never failed nor forfbok 
jQie ; .and, at this very day, he is my r&- 
Spe&td friend, and the fuperintendent of 
iiny family. 

John, otherwife .Barnabas, continued to 
Singer, for about a fortnight longer, and 
(then departed quite happy, and without i 
•giiqan. During the iame ^ace alfo^ Jamw 
was daily attended by my own phyficiao^. 
-and was nearly ro^cftablifhcd in his health^ 
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' Being then intent on my departure, I 
fent for Mrs Tirrei. Mrs Tirrcl, fays I^ . 
L ihould be much inclined to take your 
James along with mej if I did not thinlc 
you would grieve overmuch in his ab-^ 
fence. No, no, Sir, faid fhe, I would to 
heaven I were, myfelf, a young man for 
your fake. I defire no better either of him' 
or for him, than that he ihould live and- 
die faithfully and lovingly in your fervice.; 

When Mr Clinton came to this part of 
his ftory, a mefienger entered in fearful 
bafle, and delivered a« letter to lady Mait"* 
land. As fdon as £he had run it over, My 
. deareft Sir, Ihe cried, Imuftleave you this' 
inftant. I lately made you' an offer of a* 
hundred thoufand pgunds; and nowl^ 
know- not that I. have: fo many fhillings^ . 
upon earth. I am here informed, that the 
truftee of all my affairs has abfconded and 
made his ejCbape to France^ but I muflr 
hurry to town, and inquire after this bufi* 
nefs. So faying, fhe curtfeyed, and fud«' 
denly withdrew^ without giving^ her cou- 
£n time to make a tender of his fervices* 

. The next morning, Mr Clinton ordered^ 
his chariot to the door, and hatiened to 
attend lier ladyfhip at her houfe in Lon- 
don ; but there he was told, that fhe had' 
Set out foe I>over about an hour before ; 

and 
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and he returned^ much dejeded and gtie- 
Wtd on her account. 

In about three weeks after, Mr Cle- 
ment, with his young pupil, came home» 
<juite lightened of the money they had 
taken abroad^ Mr Fen ton, for fo wclhall 
call him again, gave Clement a friendly 
ombrace, and took Harry to his carefles 
as though he had returned from a long 
and dangerous voyage. 

Well Clement, faid Mr Fcnton, what 
account have you to give us of your cx« 
pedition ? An account. Sir, that would 
be extremely difpleafing to any man li* 
ving except yourfelf : in fliert, our young 
gentleman, here, has plunged you above 
a thoufand pounds in debt, over the large 
ijums that we carried with us. I hope 
the objeds were worthy, faid Mr Fen ton. 
Wonderfully worthy, indeed. Sir ; I ne- 
Yer faw fuch tender and aifeding fcenes* 
Then I fhall be overpaid and enriched by 
the narration. 

. Here, Harry inquired impatiently for 
Mrs Clement and his friend Ned ; and be^^ 
ifig told that they were on a vifit to the 
Widow Neighbourly, he took a hafty 
leave for the prefent^ and ^way he flew 
tp embrace them. 

: As foon as he was gone, Sir^ (aid Mff 
Clpwenty I cannot thipk that there is, in 
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tbe world, fuch another boy as yours. I 
will leave to himfelf the detail of our ad- 
ventures in the feveral prifons ; they had 
fuch an cStA on his heartf Jbhat they can- 
not but have made a deep impreilion on 
his memory ; fo I feall only tell you of 
,^hat happened in our way to^ Loadon. 

As we were chatting and walking lei- 

iurely along the road, a poor man before 

us happened to drop in a fit of the falling* 

iickuefs. When Harry faw the writhings 

andconvulfions in which he lay, he turned 

^ale, and looked vaftly frightened ; and» 

ieizlng me under the arm, he cried. Come, 

,come away I and hurried me off as fall as 

he could* But we had not gone far, till 

jiis pace began to abate, and (lopping, and 

J^e/itating, Let us turn, let us turn, Mr 

Clement, he cried, let us go back again 

and help the poor man! We then returned 

haflily, and, raifing his head, we kept him 

from bruifing it againft the ground. I 

then forced.open his clenched hands, add^ 

having chaffed the palois a while, he be- 

can to recover, and (bon came to himfelf* 

iVIeanwhile Harry's fright was not yet 

quite over. *He feemed wilting to get a« 

^ay from the objed of his terror, and* 

, j>utting ;his hand in his pocket, and giving 

Jhim all the filyer he had, he wifhed him 

|>etter healthy • and away he wenCt 

. Vol liU F • W^ 
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Wt hid liot g5iie above half a milk 
&rther, when I faw a little girl, in a field 
Oft the right hand, endeavouring to drive 
a cow through a fmall gate into the road, 
in order to be milked, as I fuppofe, by 
her mother ; but the cow kicked up her 
iieels and proved wanton and refradory, 
and ran hither and thither, and would not 
be guided* The poor child then let u{> 
a try of as bitter diftrefs, as if all that was 
valuable in the world was going to ruin, 
iiarry gave a ready ear to the found of 
jamentation, and feeing the ^plight that 
the poot* thing was in, he fuddenly crofied 
the road, above- ankle deep in dirt, and^ 
leaping the ditch, he proved nimbler thaA 
the cow, and, driving her through thfe 
pafs^ he tnl'ned her int6 the way that thb 
child would have her go. 

That morning, indeed, wad to Harry a 
morning of petty adventures. By the 
time that we approached the fuburb^ we 
liad nearly overtaken a grown girl who 
carried a ba&et of eggs on her heSid. A 
great lubberly boy, juS then, paflbd Us by 
at a finart pace, and, tripping up to the 
gir)| gave the ba&6t a tip with his hand^ 
and daflied all the eggs into mafli againft 
it iloney j^art of the road, arnd, again ta^ 
king to his heelsi run' on as b^fot'e. I^^ 
^e&itdy Hayi^'s litidtgmtioii was kiitv- 

4lcd, 
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dle4, and, fetting out at top fpeed, he foon 
pvcrtQok hkn, and gave him fe vcral ftnart^ 
ftrokf$ with his little cane, acrofs th^ 
ihould^rs. The fellow then turned upon 
Harry, and gavq him a furious blow with 
his fift over the head, while I haftened to 
his relief, ^s 1 perceived that the other 
was quite an over-match for him. But^ 
before r arrived, our hero had put a quiclt: 
^nd to the combat ; for, fpringing from 
<he groujid* he darted his head full into 
ihe^nofe a^d mouthof hisadverfary, who 
inftantly rOarcd out, and, feeing his own 
blood come pouring down, he once more 
Jopk to flight, while Harry continued to 
ptefs upon bim^ and belaboured him ai 
plcafure, till h^ jfudged that he had beat- 
en him to the full value of the eggs» 
. Mean while the poor. girl, wholly un»- 
mindful of what paflbd> remained wailing 
^iid wringing her hands over the wrecfe 
,of her roerchindifc. The voice of a Syrea 
could not fo pQwerfally haveattraded and 
recalled H^rry from the length be had 
gone ; he returned with fpeed to her, and 
1 ipllowed. My poor girl, fays he, where 
were you going with thofe eggs? To 
market, mafter, fays (he. And w:hit di(i 
you expec> to get for the n ? About five 
^hillings, 5ir ;• and J h id promifed my 
4addy ajid jaiajupay to Uy itjout in&oie* 
-. . F*z and 
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and ftockings for my little brothers aiicl 
£fters; and fo I muft now bear all the 
blame of the poor things going barefoot. 
Here, &e again fet up her waiUngs, and 
her tears poured down afrefh. 

Harry then defired me to lend hioa ten 
ibillings, and turning to the mourneF^ 
Hold out your two hands, my poor girf,. 
he cried : then, putting five ihillings into 
each hand, here is the payment for your 
eggs, faid he; and here are five ihil]ing& 
more, though I fear it is too little*, to pa^f 
you for all the tears they coft you. 

Never did I fee fo fudden, fo great a 
change in any countenance. Surprise^ 
gratitude, ecflafy flafl^ed from her eyes^ 
and gave a joyous flufli to the mufcling 
cf her afpeft. She hurried her money in- 
to her bofom, and dropping on her knees 
in the dirt, and feizing hold of Harry^jl 
hand, ilie fqueezed and kifled it repeated* 
ly, without being able to utter a word ; 
while Harry^s eyes began to fill, and, en« 
deavouring to difengage himfetf, he made 
off as faft as he could, from fuch thanks 
as he thought he had no way deferved. 

This, Sir, was the laft of our adventures 
going to London. But had you ieen us, 
en our return, about two hours ago, you 
would have wondered at the mirey plight 
into which we were put} by helping pa£- 

fcngers 



fingers up with .their buQ>lies/'that had 
tut»blcd inter the dirt ; or by afliiling to-: 
ni& cattle that had fallen under their car- 
,^ages ; for maA^nr Harry would compel 
Biie to be as bufy »kL adive ia mattersi 
#£ charity, as btrafieifr' 
. Hoi;v«ver,"Sir, J am to tell you, thad 
Harry, with all his excellencies of perfon^ 
keiairt^ wd underftandin^ will be account- 
ed al mere idiot among people of diftlnc-^ 
tioBf if he ifinotf permitted to entejp ihtq^ 
feme:of the fafiuooable foibles and f i^ 
fttiona^bie vices of the age.. > ' . v 
We were faking a walk Jit the mall^ 
when we were «net by the earL of Manf^ 
fieid^ who expreifed great joy at feeing; 
kiis old ^acquaintaoice, :as he'called him \» 
9nd' he; {!irefie4 ^^ -^^^ earBciily to din«^ 
Qes, that we coukfc not, im manners,; re»r 
lii& hiin-^vrj^'. ■ ri 3 

Thtre j waa a vaft concourfe of cora> 
tnyv efpeciaHy^ of the little quality of 
Jsoth fexes, who ^ came to pay their re^- 
^eds to youag locd' Bottom and his lifted* 
tftie lady«Loi2i& 

.. Harpy)w1is •received aiid:faluted by lady 
Mansfield iind the young lord, without 
any appearance of the old animofity • Some 
time atter dinner, a large pacquet of let<<f 
tccs^ wai brought ia toche^earl,, and»^ ma^^- 
: ' ^ 'fi 3)^ ^ fciagi 
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kmg his exctfe ti) Harry alone, he njfc 
from the table and retired to his dofef:.. 

Lord Bottom and his fifier then led the 
youDg maks and females to an adjoining;: 
apartment, vetherefeveral card- tables were 
laid ^ and I began tatcemble for the credit 
df myptrpil' on^tke occafion, zs I knew^ 
him to be a. notice in fuch matters^ 
' In the mean, time^ tbe remaining ladies 
and gentlei&aa divided intatwo or three 
parties at Ombve; and Ifknatered about 
the roontr, adix^iring the prints of the 
Ariadne and the Aurora that were taken 
from Giddb, asatfofonsie capital: paiii tings 
^hat the. earl had hrougkt from Italy ^ . 

I had fpent aboire an hcrur in* this pleaf 
£ng amialiement^andhad nearly made the* 
tour of the whole diatng^roons ;: wften,, 
as Lfioodat: a: littlei d£(Unce behind my 
lady's chair» feemi^g inatteiitive<^ to any 
thing £hat pafled^ Lord Bottom^enlered out 
tiptoe^ and, tripping up to^ tis mother,, 
and tittering and whsfpenng. in: her ear^. 
What doy ou tlunk>.mamiiiat.faid he I fure^ 
Mafier Fenton is a tool, a downtightfool^. 
lapoh my bondui i* He does jn&t knoiw s^. 
fingle card iu the wholepack ;. he does not 
know the difference hetweea the ace of 
kearts, and the: nine of club& Ida not 
think either that:he knows any thing of 
tkc dificrence or rvalue oT coin i for, as. 
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paffed througb the ball to-da]r» a beg« 
gar aiked for a balfpeanyy and I fav him 
flip a {hilling into his hand. Indeed^ 
^^namma, he is the greatefl fool that eveir 
I knew; and yefc» poor fell(>>v» he doe$ 
not fecm to know any thing of the nut- 
ter himbfelf* - 

During this oration of Lord Bottom on 

the virtues of bis &ew friend^ I felt nGLy* 

whole body glow and tingle wi tb Concern ;. 

and) foon after^ Harry entered with the 

reft of the foiall qnality* Mailer Fented^ 

criea tay lady» I beg^to. fpeak with yotu 

Don't you know the cards, nxy dear ? No^ 

indeed, madam^ Can't you play at dice? 

No^ madam. Can you fizy at draughts^ 

polifli, or chefs? Not at alU madainv 

Why then, my dear,. 1 muft telt you, that 

all your father's fortune will never ixitro^ 

duce you among people of any breeding 

or of any falhion. Can you play at na 

kind of game, Mafter Harry i A little 

fkl io^ and geefe, madam, ^nd pray, my 

dear, faid my lady fmiling^. which of the 

-psb*tifes do you djpoufe ? i he part of the- 

geefe, madam. 1 thought as much, perdy^ 

cried out my lord Bottom; whereup >; a 

loud laugh was echoed through the room.^ 

Here, my lady chid the companiy,. and 

calling Harry to her again, for he had gone 

, ibmething aloof j^ Tell .me^ I pray yau^ 
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&id file, why you efpftufe the part of that 
reefe? Bccaufc^ madam, T always wiflv 
that fimplicky ftould get the better of 
frand and cunorDg.. 

: . 1 he Countefs here Icic^ed afioniihed ^ 
and having gased. awhile < at him, and 
caught and kifled him eagerly, You are 
a noble fellow, ihe cried, and all muft be 
i€>oh or mad that ever fball take yoy for 
the one qr the other.. 

The elder gentry, here, laid their cards 
dfide, and dcfired the youne ones to fet 
about feme play. Lady Louiia propofed 
^raw* gloves, or quefiions and commands,, 
and to it they went* 

Among the females was one Mifs IJp^ 
^ifii, fole heir e& to a vafi fortune. Though 
:ker perfon was deformed, her face was. 
4ihe pi&ure of confident difdain; and 
^arce.any one could fpeakto her, -or 
look at her, without being told of the 
contempt flie had for them, by the iide^ 
glance of her eye,, the writhing of beta: 
:iieck,' and tcffing up of her head. • > 

In the courfc of the play our Harry:^ 
was commanded to piit the candle intp) 
Jtihe hand of Mifs Uppiih, and then to ki&s 
th^ candleftick ; which command he o* 
Ibeyed Uterall*) , by giving her the cardie,, 
.and kiiEng the candieilick which he heUi 
JKL bi^. own hdud«« 
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Hereupon, a great (hout was fet up in 
the young affembly, and, O the fool, the 
fenfelefs creature, the fool, the fool, the , 
fool ! was repeated throughout ; while 
Lord Bottom laughed, and danced about 
in the impatience of his joy. 

I was amazed that Haf ry*s countenance 
feemed no way difconcerted by all this 
ridicule. At length lady Mansfield called 
him to her, JHow, my dear, could you 
be guilty of fuch an error, flie faid ; did 
not you know that, when you gave the 
candle into the hand of the young lady, 
Ihe became the candleffick, and it was he^ 
jyou (hould have kiffcd ? Harry then ap- 
proached to her ladyihip's ear, and, in a^ . 
pretty loud whifper, faid, I did not like 
the metal, madam, that the candleftick 
was made of. Again lady Mansfield look^ 
cd furprifed, and faid, you are a fly rogue, a 
very fly rogue; upots my honour ; and have 
fenfe enough to dupe the wifeft of us all. 
' Jemmy Bottom, cried my lady aloud; 
come here ! I can't but tell you. Jemmy; 
that you have behaved yourfelf extremely 
ill to your young friend here, who might 
have improved you by his example as 
much as he has honoured you by his vifit* 
I muft further tell you, Jemmy Bottomr, 
that, whenever you pi^ue yourfelf on de^ 
grading mafter Fisntont you only pride ia 
V . • your 
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your own abafement, and glory in your 
fiiaixie. Hereupon I got up, aiid, leaving 
f)ur compliments for the earl, I carried 
pflF my young cbargev for fear of our 
failing into any further difgraee. 

While Harry is abroad, faid Mr Fen-* 
ton, be pleafed to give me a general 
iketch of the manner in which you dift 
pofed of your money. In the firft place, 
Bir, anfwered Clement, you will And, by 
Jthis lift, that, for little more than the five 
Imndred pounds allotted, were leafed nine* 
ty-five prifoners, whofe debts amounted 
from for ty flulling^o about twelvepounda 
per man. Thefe, in the general, had been 
journeymen taylors or weavers, oi: pjo* 
feffors of otber inferior crafts ; and, a$ 
Shey wanted means or encouragement for 
€:i^eixifiug their refpedive occupations in 
goal, they fubfifted on the pence which 
$hey got by begging »t the grates, or on 
their divtdendii of .occafional fums, which 
^cre^ fent for thciir relief by charitaUe in« 
liividuals, Neaily all of them were thio 
in flcib, and extremely j(babby in clpath«' 
ii)g , and yet they could hardly be faid 
ito excite, ^compa^oo, ^s they appeared 
jfo cheertul and unfeeling of their owa 
^wretchednefs. Neither was there one of 
them^^ that i could learn a iingle.^ircuriu- 
fiance of„ whoiis fipry.w;i& wa!x:ili recitu gi 
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' ' Soride, howt ^^cr^ were of a quality awck 
fuperkir to this clafs. Among otherfi|« 
there W2kd a Fren<:h marquis atid a German 
pridce; the prtoce had beeHiput ucidef 
arreft by his caterer, and the marquis by 
2iistaylor; fo that {bmcthing lefs thaft 
fifty pounds fet them both at liberty. 

While the keeper of the Fleet Prifon, 
•was making out a iift> for us, of the prin- 
cipal debtors, Harry and I took a turA 
about the court, and obferved tN^o'fel- 
,low5, in liveries, bearing feveral fmoking 
covo's, up the ftone-ftairs, to a front di- 
ning-room. This furprifed me, and gavfe 
toe the curiofity to inquire What prifonerU 
it coi'.ld be who lived in fo expenfive and 
fuperb a manner. Sir, faid the under- 
tecpet, there ate few men now at liber- 
-ty, neat fo wealthy as thi^ gdntieman^ who 
has done us the honour to fet up his ftaff 
af reft in our houfe* Hid name is &nk. . 
He is an attorney and an old bachelor, 
turned of fixty years of age. He is iu 
for feveral fums, amounting to upward of 
l^ine thoufafid pounds, and he is reputed 
to be worth abdve doublie that itioney. 

During the laft twenty years, he be* 
haved liimfelf with the ftriAeft probity 
toward ^ men, a&d with the fiti^ft ap- 
pearance ^f piety toward 6^d. In the 
ci^k) in froft andiAOtH, aixd att incteinefi- 

ciej 
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cies. of weather^ he never mifled att;6lid- 
ing morain^-fervice at church* He was 
equally folicitQUS to be at evening prayer; 
•and, whatever company he chanced to 
have with him» or^ how i^nportant foe- 
ver the bufinefs in which he was engaged^ 
the. moment he heard the bell ring, he 
.would huddle up his papers and break a- 
way without ceremony. He Was eager 
in his inquiries to know where the facrar 
jment was iboneft to be adminiftered, and 
he nevqr QiiiTed receiving it«at leafl once 
in the week* Whenever he heard any 
profanenefs or obfcenity in the ftreets, he 
would flop to reprove and expofiulate 
with the oflFender. In fhort, he fo per- 
feftly counterfeited or took off, as they 
.call it, the real Chriftian, that many look- 
ed to fee him, like £,noch or £lijah, ta- 
ken alive into heaven. 

This perpetual parade of fandity gave 
him fuch an eclat and unmeafurable ere* 
dit, that he was left trullee and executor 
in a multitude of wills ; and numbers al- 
fo depoiited their fubftance in hii$ hands» 
in order to be laid out at inter^ft on ie- 
curities, and fo forth. 

Three months £nce, about the dawn- 
ing, as hi^ butcher happened to pafs by 
• his jdpor, he heard it open, and turning, 
iaw a munber of porters come out heavy 

ladeut 
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laden. This gave him a kind of fufpi- 
don/ He let them all pafs, and, walking^ 
foftly after, he ilepped op to tlie hiud- 
moft and offered him half a crown, oa 
condition of his telling him tvhere they 
were carrying thofe parcels. That I will, 
faid the porter ; for the fecret, if fuch it 
is, is nothing to me you know. In fhort, 
we are carrying them to the wharf to b^ 
put on board a boat that waits to take 
them in. 

The butcher faid no mdre, l)ut hur- 
ried away to the bak^r, and, as they both 
Tun to the office, they met the brewer by 
the way. They took oiit their refpeftive . 
adions, and, taking a conftable with 
them, they fei^ed on good Mr Sink, as 
he was ftepping into a coach and fix to 
make the beft of his way to Dover. H6 
would have paid them their money and 
difcharged their^adions on the fpot; but 
here the mafter, in whom he truftcd, hap- 
pened to leave him in the lurch. As he 
had turned all his effeAs into money, and 
hid money into paper, he had not at hund 
wherewith to, pay his inftaiit creditors. 
So they hurried him to gaol, ' and before 
^ the banks v^re open, the matter waiS 
^ blown, and action after aftion came pour* 
iHg faft upon him. 

When he found himfelf thus at bacy. 
Vol. ill. G he 



74 The FOOL or QUALITY. 

he cafl aiide his difguifei and fet them all 
at defiance. His creditors have fince of- 
fered to accept ten {hillings, and fome of . 
them to accept five {hillings in the pound ; 
but he fwears that he will never pay them . 
a groat ; for he is now as liberal of hia 
oaths and impious execrations, as he was 
lately of his more impious profanation 
tf Gofpel-phrafes, And thus he daily 
revels in the fenfual confumption of thofe 
wretches whom he hath fo inhumanely 
defrauded; while hundreds of orphans 
and widows, and other miferables perifK 
for want of the fuftenance, which one in- 
fernal appetite devours without remorfe^ 
Nay, feveral of his creditors are, at this 
very time, familhing in this prifon, while 
they fee him feafting fo laviflily upon 
their fpoils. 

The gorge of my fouli cried Mr Fen- 
ton, the very gorge of my foul rii'es a- 
gainft this daemon. Can nothing be done 
to bring him to punifhment ? Our parlia- 
ment will furely interfere in fuch a call- 
ing exigence ; they will fend to the feve- 
ral banks, and take up all the depoiits 
that have been made in his name. Alas, 
Sir, faid Clement, he was already aware 
of fuch poilibilities, and has entered all 
his lodgments in feigned names^ and to 
bearer upon demand. 

Indeed y 
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Indeed, continued Clement, I heartily 
wiflied, at the time, that the laws of the 
Grecians and Romans had been in force 
among us, by which the debtor was gi- 
ven up to be fet to labour, whipped, or 
tortured at the plcafure of the crcdkor.* 

God forbid, God forbid 1 exclaimed 
Mr Fenton. 

When we f€;e mankind divided into^ 
the rich and the poor, the Itrong and the 
weak, the found and the fickly, we arc 
apt to imagine, that health, ftrength, ot 
opulence, was given to thofe, and infir- 
mity, want, or weaknefs appointed to 
thele, as marks of the peculiar favour or 
disfavour of Providence. 

God, however, knows that there ift 
nothing permanently good, or evil, in 
any of thefe things. He fees that nothing 
is a good but virtue, and that nothing is 
a virtue, fave fome quality of benevo- 
lence. On benevolence, therefore, he 
builds the happinefs of all his intelligent 
creatures -, and, in this our mortal ftate, 
(oar fhort a^aratus for a long futurity) 
he has ordained the relative differences 
of rich and ^oor, lirdng and weak, found 
and fickly, &c.~to exercifc us in the offi- 
ces of that charicy, and thofe affeclions,. 
which^ reflecting and rcfleded, like m^j- 
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tual light and warmth,, can alone make 
©ur good tQ all eternity. 

Benevolence produces and confiitutes^ 
the heaven, or beatitude of God him?- 
felf : He is no other than an inEnite and 
eternal Good Will: Benevolence muft, 
therefore, conftitutc the beatitude or hea- 
ven of all dependent beings, however 
infinitely diverfirfied through feveral de- 
partments and fubordinatio^s, agreeable 
to the feveral natures and capacities of 
creatures. 

Gop iiaa appointed Human power and- 
human wealthy as a ready and fufficient 
fund for human want and weaknefs ; to^ 
which fund, therefore, they have as good 
a right to refort, as any other creditors: 
have to lefpediv^ trufts or depoiits : foi;|. 
though poverty and weaknefs are not 
creditors by the laws of man, they are^ 
creditors by the eternal laws of natures 
and equity ; and mufl, here, or hereafter, 
bring their debtors to account.. 

Every man»^ when he becomes a mem^ 
l3er of this or that .fociety, makes a de- 
pofit of three feveral forts of trufts. That 
of his Life, that of his Liberty^ and 
that of his Piloper,ty. 

Now as every man, in his feparate. or 
lindependentftate, has by nature the abfc^ 
lutjB difpofal of hi3 prpgcrty, he can con*. 



Vcy the difpofal thereof, to fociety, as'> 
amply and abfolutely as he was, in his 
feparate right, entitled thereto. 

This, however, cannot be faid ot nis^ 
life, or of his liberty. Hd has iio man- 
ner of right to take away his own life j- 
neither to depart from his own liberty i'- 
he cannot therefore convey to others, a 
right and authority which he hath not iai 
himfelf. 

The qucftion then occurs^ by what" 
right it is, .that the legiflative and exe-- 
cutivc powers of community, appoint- 
ibme perfons to death, and others to im-- 
prifonment? My anfwer is fhort, andi^ 
follows : 

It is the right, perhaps the duty, oB 
every man, to defend his life, liberty,, 
and property, and to kill or bind the at- 
tempters. This right he can, therefore,, 
convey; and, on fuch conveyance, it be- 
comes the right and duty of the truftees^ 
of fociety, to put to death, or imprifoai 
all who take away, or attempt the life,« 
liberty, or property of any of its mem-- 
bers. 

This right, however, extends to cri*- 
minal matters only ; and it does Uvot yet- 
appear to me, upon what reafon, or right- 
rule, founded in nature or policy* the- 
fever al iocie tics of mankind have agreed^ 

G 3:> tOi 
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to deliver up their, members to flaveryi, 
to ftripesj. tortures, or imprifonment, tor 
matters merely avili {ncH as ckbts. 

Scveralof the ftates of Greece, thougli 
accouuting the peff of the world as Bar* 
barian$f sind even the Roman Republic^ 
during the timea of its moft boaffed' 
policy and freedom, gave up mfolvent 
debtors (without inquiring into the cau« 
fes or occafibns of fuch ihfolvency) as - 
flaves,. w abfolute property, into the^ 
Bands of their creditors, to be fold at 
will,, or put to labour,, or ftarv.ed, mar 
eeratcd or tortured,, in order to give va»! 
tie, ia vengeance, whicfi they could not 
give fn coin, or other equivalent com- 

mpditie&» 

The. JewiCh or Mblaic law, though afe 
lowing fiifficjently^, a& Chrift fays^ for- 
•< the hardnefs of that people^s hearts/^^ 
y^t gave perfeft enlargemeat to all' Jfewa^' 
who were bondmen, and pcrfeS remiffioa^ 
to all J/ewawao were pjerfonaMebtors, on: 
every, feventh.or fabbatical y ear ^. and on: 
fvery feventh.fabbatical year, or jubilee,, 
all prifons were thrown open ; allftaves,, 
thaugjb foreigners oj^liens, fet at liberty ;; 
and evcj? the lands w^re enfranchifed,, 
however mortgaged, or labouring under 
debt and execution ; that all things, ani*^ 
aiaitc or. inanimate, might have an earneft: 

or 



Thb fool 01 qUALTTT,. 7,y 

pf that immunity,, and pexfeft freedom,, 
which God orfginally intended, and keeps. 
in flore for all his creatures.. 

The ftiws of Egypt permitted iw mem* 
feer to deprive the public of the life, li^ 
berty,. or labour o£ any other member^, 
except he were a crimiriar, not fitting to 
live, or to be ftiffered to /walk at large*. 
In all cafes of debtor and credrtori they 
equitably appointed vatue for value, as 
far as the fubftance of the debtor could 
ceach ; and, in cafe of infufficiency, th^ 
infolvcnt party was ftbliged to kave, iii 
pledge, the Mummies, or preferred bodies 
of his deceafedanceftor^, till, by iiaduffry;^ 
or good fortune, eitheu he, or his pofte- 
rity, flbouldbe enabled to redeem them.. 
A matter of refined, as welt as charitabla^ 
policy ; as nothing was held more infa* ' 
nious, among the Egyptians, than theic 
inability to produce the Mummies of theic 
forefathers. 

The Taws of Holland^ by their lata 
qualifications, feem to acknowledge tha 
iniquity, or inadequatenefs^ of depriving^ 
a man of the poffibility of earning, merely 
becaufe he has not an immediate ability ta 
pay. Senfible, therefore, that all men are 
debtors to God, and reciprocally debt- 
ers and creditors to each other, tKey 
]Uv£ Qcdained;^ chat he who impriibhs. 
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an infolvent debtor, fliall pay the propef- 
penalty, of his malevolence or indif- 
eretion, by maintaining the party, from^ 
whom he takes the ability of maintaining^; 
himfelf. 

It muft be admitted, that, were oup 
Ikws lefs fevere with refpefE to debtors ;; 
were people lefs afraid of a jail on failurei* 
of payment; there would be lefs credit,, 
and, confequently, lefs dealing, in this, fo' 
wonderoufly wealthy,^ ajid trading a na- 
tion. But if our credit were lefs, would 
not our extravagance leflen alfo ? Should- 
we fee fuch princely tables among people* 
of the lower clafs ? would fo much claret, » 
fpirits^, and ale, intoxicate a Jcingdom ?: 
ihould we fee the value of a German^ 
princess ranfom gorgeoufly attiring each- 
of our belle- dames j if neither merchant,, 
butcher^ brewer, laceman, mercer, mil- 
liner, nor taylor, would truft ? 

Many of our poor city-dealers are year- 
ly undone, with their families, by cre- 
diting perfons, who are privileged not to * 
pay, or whofe.remotenefs^ or power, places - 
them beyond the reach of the law. For,, 
by the return of non-iwvent. generally 
made upon writs, one would be apt to < 
imagine, that no iingle fub-flieriiF kne w 
Qf. any luch things as a nun of fortune, , 

wichija^ 
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ix^Uhin his refpeftivc county, throughout 
the kingdom of Great Britain. 

Before money became the medium of 
commerce, the fimple bufinefs of the 
world was carried on by truck, or the . 
commutation of one commodity for ano- 
ther^ But, when men confented to fix 
certain rateable values upon money, as a 
ready and portable equivalent for all forts 
of effeds, credit was confequently intra- 
duced, by the engagements of fome, to* 
pay fb muchi money in lieu of fueh comr 
modities, or to delivor fuch or fuch cooir 
modities on the advance of fo much mo>- 
ney ; and ftates found it their intereft to« 
fupport fuch public credit, by enforcing 
the performance of fuch engagements. 

By the common law of England, no 
perfon, except the king, could take the 
body of anothei" in execution for debt ; 
neither was this prerbgative of the crown 
extended to the fubjedt till the ilatute of 
Marlbridge,, cb. 2 j. in the reign of Hea- 
ry Ill- 
Many contrail debts^ through vanity,, 
©r intemperance ; or borrow money, or 
take up gpodSf with the intention of 
thieves and robbers, never ta make rcj- 
turn. When fuch fuffer, they fuffer de- 
fervedly, in expiation of their guilt. But 
thojcc aro. unavoidabk damages by water^, 

t>2 
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by fire, the crufli of power, oppreflivc 
landlords, and more oppreflive law- fuits, 
death of cattle, failure of crop, failure of 
payment in others; with thoufands of 
fuch like cafualties, whereby men may 
become bankrupt, and yet continue 
blamelefs. And, in all fuch cafes, one 
would think that the prefent ruin was 
fulSkient calamity, without the exertion 
of law to make that ruin irreparable. 

As all the members of a community 
arc interefted in the life, liberty, and la- 
bours of each oth?r ; he who puts the 
rigour of our laws in execution j' by de- 
taming an infol vent brother in gaol, i» 
guilty of a fourfold injury : firft, he rob* 
the community of the labours of their 
brother ; fecondly, he robs his brother of 
all means of retrieving his Ihattered for- 
tune ; thirdly he deprives himfelf of the 
pofHbility of payment ; and, laftly,.hc lays: 
an unneceffary burdon on the public, who^ 
. m charity, muft maintain the membei: 
whom he, in his cruelty, confines. 

However, fince the fe Verity of law is 
fuch, that he, whofe misfortunes have 
rendered him infolvent, muft " make fatif- 
- •* faftion,*' (for fo the favages efteem it), 
-by furrendering his body to durance for 
life ; it is ftfrely incumbent on our legif- 
latois and governors, to make the condU. 

tioa 
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tlon of the unhappy fufferers as little 
grievous as may be. 

But this moft Chrillian duty, this mod 
humane of all cares, is yet to come. 
When a debtor is delivered up into the 
phangs of his gaoler, he is coniigncd to 
abfolute and arbitrary flavery ; and woe 
be to the wretch whofe poverty may not 
have left him a fop for Cerberus. How 
more than miferable mull be the Hate of 
thofe unhappy men who are fhut in fromi 
all poffiSle redrefs, or appeal againft the 
defpotic treatment of their favage keep- 
ers, whofe hearts are habitually hardened 
to all fenfe of remorfe, and whofe ears 
are rendered callous by inceiTant groans. 

We are credibly informed, that ic is 
ufual, with fuch keepers, to amafs conii- 
derable fortunes from the wrecks ot the 
wretched ; to fquecze them by exorbitant 
charges and illicit demands, as grapes are 
fqueezed in a vine-prefs, while one drop 
remains ; and then to huddle them toge- 
ther, into naked walls and windowlefs 
rooms ; having got all they can, and no- 
thing further to regard, lave the return 
of their lifelefs bodies to their creditors. 

How many of thefe keepers exaft, from 
their diftrefled prilontrs, fevcn and eight 
{hillings per week, for rooms that would 
not rent at a third of that fum^ in any 

other 
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other part of this city. At limes, nine of y 
thofe wretched prifoners are driven to 
kennel together in a hovel fit only to lia- 
ble a pair of horfes, while many unoccu- 
pied apartments are locked up i^rpm ufe. 
feven %, fufficiency of the common elc* 
ment of watei^ is rcfofed to their neceffi- 
ties, an advantage which the felons in 
Newgate enjoy. Public or private be- 
nefaftions are diffipated or difpofed of, 
at the pleafuf e of the keepers, regardlefs 
of the intention or order of the donors* 
And the apartments, appointed to thefe 
iniferable men, are generally damp ot 
fliattered in the flooring, and expofed, by 
breach or want of windows, to the in- 
clemency of night-air, and all the rigour 
of the feafons. 

But what avail their complaints, if the 
legiflator have not authorifed, or made 
it the duty of feme el'pecial magiftrates 
to examine into and redrefs thefe crying 
abufes ? 

But, tell me, continued Mr Fenton, 
were there any prifoners of confideration 
among the confined debtors ? A tew. Sir, 
of note, and many who had been well to 
pafs in the world. Among thefe indeed, 
it was, that every fcene and fpecies o£ 
mifery was difplayed. There you might 
fee^ as you have laid, numerous families 

of 
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oF wretches, whofe thin and tattered gar- 
ments but ill defended their Ihivering bo- 
dies from theinclemency of the elements, 
that blew through fhattered windows, or 
came pouring from unftanched roofs. 
^ Thefe people fared incoqaparably worfe 
than thofe of the vulgar herd ; for, being 
aihamed to* beg at the gates* they had 
nothing to fubfift on, fave their fcanty por* 
tions of fuch charities as happened to be 
fent in from time to time, and this fcarce* 
Jy fupplied them with a fufficiency of wa- 
ter, black bread, and offal | while the re- 
coHeAion of their former affluence add- 
ed fharp and bitter poignancy to the fenfc 

of their prefent wants. -But, here 

^omes my pupil ^ he will be more pa[rti- 
cular, on icenes with which his heart was 
fo mekingly affecled. 

Harry then entered, with Mrs Clement 
careffing him on the one fide, and his old 
dependent Ned hanging about him oa 
the other. 

As foon as Clement and his Arabell^^ 
had embraced, and all were fettled and 
fcated. Well, Harry, faid Mr Fenton^ 
will you fayour us with fome Account of 
your expedition ? Have you ever a pretty 
ftory for roc, my Harry ? Several llorie^. 
Sir, faid Harry, that were ' f weet pretty 
fiories when i heard them^ but, Mr 

YoL, HI, H Clemeafi 
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Clement had better tell theiti ; they would 
be fadly bungled if they came through 
my hands, dada. The company >viil make 
allowances, replied Mr Fenton; let us 
have thefe Hones in your own way, Har* 
ty, juft as your memory may happen to 
(crve you. . 

On the fecond day, dada, as my tu- 
tor and I were walking in the court-yard 
of the Fleet-prifon, whom fliould I fpy 
but my old mafter, MrVindex, walking, 
very fad, to and again by the wall. He 
Avas fo pale and fliabby, and fo fallen a* 
way, that I did not rightly know lim>- 
till 1 looked at him very earneftly. My 
iieart then began to foften and warm to* 
ward the poor man ; for it told me, that 
fomething very forrowful muft have hap^ 
pened, before he coukl have been brought 
to that ccmdition. So I went up. to him, 
with va iaoe, I believe, : as melancholy as 
iiis owjj. 

How do you do, good Mr Vindtx ? fwd 
I. I feo^ld be glad to fee you, if I did 
not fee y^t^u l0Qk fo fad. He tfa«n itared 
atiii« for ftxme time, and, at lengldi« re- 
noemberts^ii^, he tooked oooceraod, and 
tut»ed':2ii!v^y to^hwi me; bitt j took.hina 
}9vingly ^r.tbje }iand, andia]d,76a noft 
not leave mej MrVindex; won't yoaknosir 
fsdAtsM khfAwiUmy fenton ? ¥e8f j&ys 

•be. 
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lie, cafting down his mournful eyes, I 
know you now, ihafter; I know I ufed 
you bafely, and I know why you are 
come; but, reproach me, and inlult me, 
as much as yon pieafe, all is welcome 
now, fince I cannot lie lower, till 1 ana 
laid in the earth. 

. I do not mean to infult you ; this tear 
vwill witnefs for me, that I do not mean to . 
infult you, my dear Mr Vindcx ; and fo 
Lwiped my eye. Here are twenty gui- 
neas,, to put warm cloaths upon you in 
this cold weather. Little and low as I 
ani myfelf, I will try to do fomething 
better for you; and fo give me one kife 
in token that we are friends. 

The poor dear naan then opened his 
broad eyes, in a wild (tare upon me, \^ith 
a look that was made up, half of joy^ 
and half of ihame. He then kneeled 
down, a& I fuppofed, that I might reach 
to kifs him, and taking me into tiis arms. 
You are not born of woman, you are a a 
angel, an angel! he cried ; and fo he fell 
a crying, and cried fofadly, that 1 could 
not for my heart, but keep him com- " 
pany. 

I did all I could to pacify and make him 
cheerful, and getting him up at lalt, You 
mult not part with me Mr Vindex, laid I, 
we muii dijie aixu fpend the day togethei*. 

H a Here 
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Here is Mr Clement, my tutor, you and 
Jhe too muft be' iriends. 
"^ I then led bim, by the hand, into a^ 
J^rge ground- room, that Mr Clofe, the 
chief keeper, had appointed for us ^ and I 
ordered dinner to be haftened and brought 
wp. As foon as we were all feated, I be?» 
jgan to laugh and joke, after my fooliih 
way, in order to make poor Mr Vindex 
merry. When I found that it wouki not 
do, Mr Vindex, faid I, be fo kind to let 
me know what the money may come ta 
for which you are confined ? A terrible 
fum, indeed, my dailing, faid he, nokf^ 
than a hundred and fifty-two pounds. I 
then put my hand in my pocket, and, tal- 
king out two bills. and a little matter of 
money that made up the fum, I put it ia^- 
to his hand, faying, My friend flxall never 
lie in gaol for fuch a trifle as this. 

Having looked for fome time at the 
bills wiih amazement, he turned to my 
tutor with a doubtful and fbamed face ^ 
Is this. }oung gentlemsin. Sir, faid he^ 
duly authoiized to difpofe of fiich yafl 
matters as thefe ? tie is, faid Mi: Clement, 
he is the carver and difpofer of his father's 
fortune at pleafure ;. and^ 1 am confidents 
tf^at his father will think himfeli doubly 
paid, in the ufe that his noble {on ha/i^ 
made of, bia privilege this day. 

A 
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A glcanx then, like that of funQiinCy 
fcrokc through his fad countenance, a* 
through the clouds of a dark day ; And, 
are you the one, he cried, are you the* 
one, matter Harry, whom I treated fo 
barbaroufly ? You may forgive me, my 
Kttle cherubim-; you, indeed, may for- 
give mei but, I never, I never (ball forr 
give myfelfr Oj Mr Vindex:^ faid I, I 
would very nearly undergo the. fame 
shipping again, to do you twice the* 
kindnefs, and make you love nve twice 
as much as you now love me. 

Diniiet was now ferved, and, calling: 
for wine, I filled him a bumper, in a-, 
large glafs, which he drank to the health^ 
of my glorious dada, as he called you,> 
Sir. Upon this, we grew very merry" 
and friendly among one another ; and,, 
when dinner was over, I. begged him to* 
tell me how he came to be put into con-^ 
finement.^ 

CX Matter Harry; he cried, I have fuf-- 
fered aU that I have fuffered, very juilly^ 
very juftly, for my harfh and cruel ufage- 
©f you. Matter Harry, 

After the affair of the- hobgoblins, as^ 
^ou kaow, the fhame to which I was put- 
by ray fright and by my fcourging, begariv 
to be whifpcred, and then to be noil'cd' 
aliout the town. The boyS) at length;* 

li 2, catciiedl 
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catchcd the ruraouri and begaa fro hocrfr 
at me ;: and tHe more r chaftifed themv. 
tlie more they gathered about me^ aad 
jDiouted after me^ A rod for the flogger^, 
a rod for the flogger,^, 
. No difeafe is fo. deadly,, no. blading fa* 
banefuU as contempt to a man^^ in tbe^ 
way of his profeffion- My boys gre^' 
diforderly^. and behaved theoifelves^ int 
fchool, without refpeft to. my per{bn,'Or 
;regard to.my goYcrnmenJt* Even: my in#- 
timates flvujined me5 and would caft at 
"me a fide-glance of fmiling fcorh, as thejr 

faffed. My,fehool then, melted from mer , 
ke fnow in a fog. £\Den my boarders; 
forfook me. 1 Hood at a^ high rent ;. my- 
cffefts were, fcized by the landlord* It 
wasr^ in vaia that I folicited paymei^ front 
the patents o£ my Ibholars. No one who 
was indebted to me^ would give me a^ 
penny y whileall that I owed came like aa 
tumbling houfe upon me ; and fo I was 
eaft into this prifon^ fromtVKhence your 
bounty has fet me free. 

My poor brokeii-hearted wife would' 
liave accompanied me to gaol ^ bvit, as I 
had not viherewithal to give her a.morfek 
of bread, L feat her to an old aunt, who 
had the humanity to take her in. 
. Alas, alas, poor Mr Vindex, faid i; had 
Igucfledany part of tlie. mifchiels that 
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otir unlucky pFan?ks have braugbt vtport 
yoUy I would have pat both my hands 
into the foriHice of Nebuchadriezzar, ra^ 
ther than have had art or part in fuck 
a wi€kedn«efe. Vor herein we afted the 
the fable of the frogs and the boys.; that 
which was play to us^ waa» death to you»^' 
.Mr Vindex, 

In coivfcience» now, we are indebted ta 
you for every misfortune we caufcd you;, 
»nd> as you are not yet paid for the hal£ 
of your, fufierings, I here give you my 
^and and word to make up a hundred and 
fifty pounds more for you; and, /or this^ 
1 will not accept the fm^Ueit thanks, as I 
think it is no more than an act of corus^ 
TOon honefty. And I, crie4 Mr FentOJ>„ 
1 hold n^yfeU* indebted to you a thoufand 
pounds, nvy noble: Harry^c for that fingle: 
iientiment. That's well, that's well, dada.^' 
cried Harry,, (^leaping up and clapping his 
hands)' 1 fhall now he clear in the \i^orld 
with all ray poor creditors 1 

Thus» dada, continued he,, it rejoiced 
my heart, grea^tl/, to fend poor Mr Vin- 
dex a.way, m fuch triumph; while mjr 
tutor and I went two or three doors o^, 
to fee a mighty pretty young, creature^ 
who was faid to be confined with. her aiw 
cient father. And I will tell you theic 
&orj^„ with two or three other llorieflt 

xnorcL 
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more on -account of the incidents that 
Lappcned while we were there, than of 
any thing elfe that was wonderful or un-^ 
common in them* 

On tapping at the door, we were defi^ 
Ted to walk in,4tnd faw a female, with her 
back to us, weaving bone-lace on a cu« 
&ion ; while an elderly 'man, with fpeda-^ 
ties on, read to her'in Thomas a Kempis. 
They both rofe to falute us. Mr Qement 
then fiepped up, and feeing what they 
were about^ cried, God cannot but prof* 
per your work, good people, fince you 
employ your time to his purpofes, both 
en earth and in heaven. As an earnest 
f>f his kindnefs to you, he fends you by 
us, a confiderable charity, which you fhall 
leceive as foon as you inform us, who,, 
and what you are, and how you came 
liere. Bleffed be th& meffengers of my 
God, cried out the father, whether they 
come with happy or with heavy tidings !: 
1 fay, with old Eli, " It is the Lord, let 
** him do what feemeth him good." 

O Cada, I was quite charmed, wJiefi^ 
the daughter turned to me. There was^ 
ibch a fweetnefs, fuch a heavenly harmi- 
kfinefs in her face, that I could have kiS^ 
4d her, and killed her, again and again*. 

As I had brought a glais and the re^ 
Buinde]: o£ quk battle with me» we aHl 

SPtf 
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got about a board that was half flool and 
. half table^ and, after a round or two^ the 
good man began his ftory. 

My father^s name was Samuel Sterm 
He had a clear eftate of nine hundred 
and fifty pounds a-year in Suffex, and 
had, by my mother, three daughters and 
four fons, of whom I was the lecond. 

My father, unhappily, was a loyalift, 
and when the troubles broke out between 
King Charles and the pailiament, he took 
up all the money he could, at any intc- 
reft, and raifed a company at his own 
coft, which he headed on the part of his 
royal mafter. 

After *fome fuccefsful Ikirmifhes, his 
head w^s fplit in two by the broad- fword 
ot a trooper, at the battle of Naifbyv 
Immediately all our fervants forfook us, 
^ each carr) ing away with him whatever 
' came to hand ; and, quickly after, the 
foldiers of the commonwealth came, car*- 
ried off all the cattle, and left nothing of 
our houfe, except the bare walls. 

In the mean time, we, poor children^^ 
huddled together into the garden,* and» 
there feparating, ran and crept under 
bulhes/and hedge^, as fo many chickens 
-endeiavouHng to ^ain Ihelter from the 
. kite. 

M 
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As foon as the noife of the tumult wzM 
over, we rofe andlooked about fearfully; 
and, getting together again, we helped one 
another through the garden- hedge, and 
made, .as faft as we could, to the cottage > 
of a neighbouring farmer who had been 
cur father's tenant. Here we were recei- 
ved coldly, and fared but very hardly for 
that night. On the next day, however, in 
order tto get quit of us, as 1 fuppofe, the 
man went among our relations, and pre- 
vailed on one to take a fon, and on anof- 
ther to take a daughter, till we were all 
divided among them; and fo we entered^ 
on a kind of fervice to our kindred, a 
fervice, as I believe, that is found, on ex- 
perience* to be. much harder and more 
iniuUing than any fervice to a flranger. 

I forgot to teU you gentlemen, that 
our mother deceafed before our father 
engaged in arms, infomuch that we be^ 
came orphans in all refpetis. I fell to the 
(bare ot an uncle by my mother's fide* 
He had a fmall efiaie of about a hundred 
and twenty pounds yearly income, with 
one fon,. and a daughter _whom 1 thought 
very iovely. 

' Ivjy uncle appointed meoverfeer of hit 
labouiers, as alio his occafional clerk, foir 
catting accounts, and inditing his letters^ 
iStCt t)ut| when it was intimated to him, 

that 
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diat there was a fecret liking between 
his daughter and me, he caUed me afide, 
ftody taking up a book of profane poems, 
he kified it and fwore, by the contents 
thereof, that, if ever I married his daugh- 
ter, he would not give us a groat. 

If you ever knew what lore was, faid 
he to Mr Clement, you muft know that 
it breaks over ftronger fences than thefe. 
In fhort, we were wedded and turned out 
of -the houfe, without any thing to live 
upon, except about the value of twenty 
poun'ds, in fmall matters, which had been 

{{iven to my wife, from time. to time, by 
ady Goodly, her god- mother. 
♦ We made the beft of our way to Lon- 
don. My wife underftood needle* work, 
and, as I knew that my father-in-law was 
quite irreconcileable, I joined myfelf to a 
lioufe^painter, to whom I gave my time 
for^iothing, cm condition of his giving 
me a fight into his bulinefs. 

In the third year, my dear wife brought 
this poor creature into the woild; but- 
happily, flie did not encumber mankind 
with any mc^re of our wretched and de- 
pending progeny. 

All our care and delight was fixed on 
this our little daughter, and we thought 
nothing of any pziix% or labour that 

might 
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inight ferye to introduce her, like her* 
fel^ into the world. 

As foon as Charle3 the lid had afcend* 
ed the throne, our relations were fully 
affured that, we (hould be reftorcd to our 
ancient rights and pofleffions; and they 
contributed, as it were for their own 
credit, to fet us forth in a Xuitable man- 
per for appearing at court. There ac- 
cordingly we attended, from time to 
time, tor the fpace of twelve months, 
and got a number of woful memorials 
prefented to his majefty ; but his majefty 
v^as fo deeply engaged in hts pleafures, 
or fo fearful of offending the enemies of 
his houfe, that he gave no attention to~ 
our wrongs. There may be alfo fome* 
thing in the breails of the great that ex- 
cites them to ads of bounty, rather than 
ads of juftice; for thcfe, as they appre- 
hend, m^ht be accepted as matter of 
debt and not as matter of favour. 

Being tired of a fruitlefs iiiit, I r.etUFtl- 
cd to my former employn>ent, and, by 
induftry and frugality, I lived with my 
little family quite happy and contented* 

About ten months ago» two men came 
to our lodgings. The one was in a rich 
livery, and, having enquired for my 
daughter, prefented her with a note to 
this cffed,--« Lady Diana Templar fends 

«• Piana 
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^ Diana Stern the inclofed bill of tweii* 
•' ty-five pounds, in order to put her in* 
** to fome little way of livlihood,"-*-As 
my poor deaf child had no caufe to fu- 
fpeft any fraud or evil intention in the 
cafe, flie defired the men to return her 
moft hunible thanks and duty to h^r la« 
dyihip, and away they went. 
' As this lady was a diftant relation o£ 
my wife's father,, my daughter, in a feW 
days, dreffed herfelf in her beft, and went 
to return thanks to her ladyfhip in per- 
fon, but was tpld that ihe was gone to 
her feat in the country. 
* In the mean time ihe laid out h«r fup^ 
pofed bounty in furnifhing a little front- 
fiiop, with fome millenary wares, and 
was already beginning to get. fome cu* 
fiom, when, one evening, two bailiffs cn«* 
tered, laid an adion upon her, and, ta:^ 
king her up in their arms, hurried her in^/ 
to a coach that drove up to the doon 

My wi£e and I had ruflied out, on hear«^ 
ing our child ihriek ; and feeing a coach 
iet off with her at a great rate, we raa 
after as faff as we coold, fhauting and 
fcreaming, and crying, Stop the coach^ 
fiop the coach, a- rape, a rape ! At length 
a bold fellow, who was paffiug, caught 
one of the horfes by the bridle, and^ 
while the coachman laflied at him, he 
. Vol. Ill* I took 
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took out his knife and cut the reins it% 
two. A mob then began to gather; . 
whereupon a well-dreffed man, who was 
in the coach, leaped out and made his e? 
fcape: but the coachman was not fo 
lucky; the people polled him frofn the 
bpx» and having beaten and kicked him, 
they dragged him through the kennel. 

Mean while we got our child out, and 
then the mob overturned the coach, and^ 
jumping upbii it, broke and dafhed it ail 
to pieces. We then thought that we had 
nothing further to apprehend, and, taking 
our child between us, we turned back and 
walked homeward; but alas, we were not 
permitted to enter ; the two bailiffs met us 
and producing their writ, again arrefied 
our daughter at the fuit, as they faid, of 
Jonathan Delvil, £fq; for the fum of 
tjventy-five pounds which he had lent 
her on fuch a day. So they conducted her 
here, while my wife and 1 accompanied 
her, weeping and, fobbing all the way. 

I then took thefe poor apiirtments to 
cover us from the weather, and, as my 
'^ife grew fuddenly £i>:k and faint, 1 ha- 
llened back to our lodgings, and had our 
bedding brought hither. 

It was now evident that the pretended 
gift of lady Templar was ne other than a' 
diabolical fcheme of the viUaia Delvil, to 

get 
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jct the perfon of my darling within his 
Fangs ; and I curfed my own ftupidity for 
not perceiving it at firft ; but blcffed be ^ 
my God however, in all events, that my 
lamb was ftill innocent, was ilill unfullied. 

What with grief and the fright toge- 
ther, my dear. wife took to her bed, frooa 
whence fhe never rofc, but expired oa 
the fiUh dayj bleffing and prciSng her 
daughter to her boiom. My poor infant 
then fell a& dead beiide her mother, and 
could not be recovered from her fit in 
many hours; and, indeed, it was then 
the wifh and the prayer of my foul, that 
we might all be laid and forgotten in one , 
grave together. 

As foon as my darling was recovered 
however, I again wifhed to live tor her 
fake^ that i might not leave her without 
a comforter or protector, in the midil of 
a mercilefs and wicked world. 

In order ^ pay the nurfe-keeper, the 
dodor, and apothecary, as alfo to defrays 
the funeral expences, I left my child with 
the Burfe keeper, and, going to our for- 
mer lodgings, I fold all her millenary mat- 
ters at fomething under a third of prime 
coft ; and having difcharged the lodgings 
and paid my gaol debts, T prepared to 
lay my precious depofit in the womb of 

\ z tbit 
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that earth which is one day to render her 
back, incorruptible, to eternity. 

When the corpfe was carrying out at 
the door, my child fell once more into 
fits, and I -was divided and quite diftrao- 
ted about what I fhould do, whether to 
flay with the living, or pay my duty to 
the dead. But I will no longer detaia 
you with melancholy matters,^ fince aU 
worldly griefs, with all worldly joys alfq, 
muft ihortly be done away. 

As foon as I underfiood that lady^ 
Templar was returned to town, I waited 
upon her, and giving her an abridgment 
of our manifold misfortunes, I produced 
the note that had been written in her 
liame ; but ihe coldly replied, that it wa& 
pot her hand, and that flie was not aii- 
fwerable for the frauds or yillanies of Or, 
therSa. 

Meanwhile, my dear girl accufed hec- 
felf as the caufe of all our calamities, and 
pined away» on that account, as pale as thjs 
flieets Che lay io. She wa;s alfo fo enfee- 
bled, by her faintifli and iick-fits, that 
fhe was not able to make a third of her 
ufual earnings ^ and as I, on my part, was 
^Ifo difqualmed from labouring in. my 
^~rofei^on,iijQLce I did not dare to leave my 
^hild alone and uniheltered, we were i;e- 
iik^^d tjQ h^^ttc^ Qfth^ greateijt extremity^ 

0»ft 
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One day, word was brought ftie that 
a gentleman, a few doors off, defired ta 
fpeak with me; and as they, who are 
finking, catch at any thing for their fiip- 
port, my heart fluttered in the hope of 
fome happy reverie. Accordingly I fol- 
lowed the meffenger. His appearance, iii 
drefs and perl'on, was altogether that o£ 
the gentleman. 

He ordered all others out of the room, 
and requeuing me to fit befide him, in a^ 
half whifpering voice he began : I am 
corrle, Mr Stern, from one whom yott 
have great reafon to account your great- 
eft enemy J I come from Mr Delvil,. 
at whofe fuit your daughter now lies in 
prifon. I ftarted — Be patient, Sir, he faid* 
He knows your diftrefles, he knows all 
your wants, he knows alfo that he is the 
author of them ; yet I tell you, that he 
feels them, as if they were his own ; and: 
that it was not his enmity, but his love^ 
that occafioned them. 

He depends on his old uncle Dim aioclc 
for a vail fortune in expoflation. He law^ 
your daughter, and loved her ; he fa w 
her again, and loved her to midneis. He 
inquired her family, her character, and 
found that he had nothing to exped fronii 
any licentious propolaU. He feared, how-^ 
ever; that all muli love her^ _as he did^ 

I ^ aody 
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arc',, to prevent other pirates, he mad&; 
iifc'of the ftratagem which, contrary to^ 
his intentions, has brought you here.. 
Be never meant any thing difhonourable-^ 
toy your daughter*. Had« he carried her- 
deaj ofiV^you might all have been happy^ 
together, at this day ^.and, if.you confen^. 
he wjll marry her hcuc, in the prefence of 
a few witnefles, who fhall he fwora to fo- 
CH^ecy till his^ undeV death ^ and he will^ 
infiantly pay you down three hundred 
-joujids^ in recoqipence for your fuffer*- 
if)g8,. and will fcttk one hundred pound&> 
annuity, on youp child for^ life. . 

1 mull own that, to one ia my circum^* 
j&aj>cies^,this propofaJ bad fomething. verir^^ 
tempting ia it.. But who is this Mr Del* 
•vil?: faid I>J know hina not,. I^newer faw 
Jbim»--'r anar the man,. Sir^.faid he. II 
would Kav-e difcharged my, adioa as Ir 
Ggme, to , this place ; . but I da^ e not per*^ 
mityour' daughter to get out of nay cu^ 
ftody ; ; for^. at the lofs of my fortune,, afc: 
theulo&rof^my life^ 1 am determined thatr 
ao other: man living fliall poifcfs, her* Jl 
thea <pf on^i£rd him thai I would make a.; 
faithful ^arratiou.to my child of ;:ali that> 
l^d paiied,but told him, aJt the. fame time^., 
that 1 would wholly fubfcribeto her plea%- ^ 
JEftre;j; ajadioL weipactccL. 
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As foonas I reprefcnted this^ matter tO' 
my Diana, O no, my papa, (he cried, it: 
u impoilible, it aever can be ;. I would do^ 
a©y thing, fuflfcr any thing, but this, for- 
your relief. Would you aft. the marriage. 
of the. lamb and th&woH in the fable? If 
flich have been the confequences of this 
genlteman's affeftiot) for us, what have 
we npt to^ cxpeft from the efFefts of his- 
averfion?.! would prefer any kind of deaths 
to a life with fuch a.man. And, then my 
mother^ fhe cried, and burft into tears^,. 
my dear mother whom. he. has murdered T. 
though he were worth, half the world^. 
and would marry me publicly in the faca 
of the other half;, it will not be,, it cjrn- 
not be, indeed, my papa! ; 

Hejeupon I writ Mr Delvil almoft a^ 
literal account of my daughter's anfwer*- 
It is nearly five weeks (ince this happened^> 
and we have notlicard any thing fur the©, 
from him* 

In this time,.howev£i^ wegot acquaint^*!- 
ed with a family at the next door, whofe* 
converfe has been a great confolation ta^ 
us. There, is a father and. mother witlvi 
feven fmall children, boys. and girls ;, they/ 
are very worthy people, and of noble.-; 
defcent ; but how they contrive to live at 
all I cannot conceive, for they have no; 
}ttilbl& mean& ol makings a penny. Had^ 
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'we not known them, we feould have 
thought ourfelves the poorcft of all crea- 
tures. We nluft own them nwre defer- 

' ving of your charity, than we are. 

Here poor iVTr Stern ended j and you 
can't think, dada, ho^ my heart leapt 
with love toward him,' on his recommend- 
ing others as more deferving thanhi»Tifelf# 
So I refolved, at oiice, what to do, and 
taking two 50 /; notes from my pocket- 
book,^ You Ihall not be under thenccefEtyy 
Mr Stern, fays I, of marrying your pretty 
lamb here to the ugly wolf; fo here is; 
fifty pounds to pay your action, and fees,, 
and other fmall debts. 
' On taking the note, dada, he looked at 

* k very earn eftly ; and when hfe few it wad^ 
i true note, he opened his eyes rod his 
mouth fo wide, and flood fo ftiflf, without 
ftirring hand or foot, that he put me in 
inind of Lot*s vsdfe who was turned into 
a pillar ot fait. However, I did not feeoob 
to mind him, but turning to his daughter,, 
and lliewing her the other note, Mifs Di- 
ana, fays I, here is fifty pounds for yovt ■ 
alfo, in order to fet you up in your little, 
ihop again; but you (hall not have it with- 
out a certain condition. What condition^ 
matter, faid Ihe fmiling ? The condition,. 
£i)s I, of putting your arms about my 
jicck> and giving me one 01: two fweet 
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kifies* She then looked earneftly at*me^ 
"with eyes fwimming with pleafure ; and 
fiafting fuddenly to me, and catching me 
toher bofoniyflie kifled my lips and my fore* 
bead, and my head, again and again; and 
then fet up as lamentable and load a cry, as 
if her father had lain a corpfe before her. 

Mr Scern then lifted up his eyes, and 
dropping on his knees, O my God, he 
cried, how bountiful art thou to a Mnretch 
who is not worthy the leaft of all thy 
mercies I Hereupon, the daughter turned^ 
and, feeing the poilure of her father, the 
fell on her knees before him, and thrown 
ing her arms about him, he; folded her ia 
his alfo, and they wept plentifully upon 
each other» 

How comes it, dada, that crying fhould 
be fo catching ? However it be^ Mr Cle- 
ment and I could not contain ; andl ihall 
love him the better during life, for the 
tears that he fhed on that occaiion» 

On hearing a fmart rapping, Mr Stera 
rofe and opened the door, where a foot- 
man,, almoli breathlefsy delivered him a 
letter* The letter was to the purpofe 
that Mr Delvil was ill of a quinfey, that 
he had but a few hours to live, and re- 
quefted ^Mr Stern to bring his daughter 
to him, that, by marriage, he might give 
ksx X lawful tide to his fortune. Nq^ 

paga*. 
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papa, cried Diaiia, living or dead) nothing 
Ihall ever bribe me to give my hand to a 
man who has had a hand in the death of 
my deareft mother. 

Mr Clement, however, thought it ad- 
vifeable that Mr Stern fhould attend the 
meffenger, to fee if Mr Delvil was really 
ill, or whether this might not be fome 
new-contiived treachery. 

This was a day of fuceeffes to poor Mr 
Stern. We had promifed to ftay with 
his Diana till his return ; and he had not 
been long gone till tome one tapped at this 
door. I opened it, and faw an exceeding 
old and reverend man ; he was drefled aU 
in blacky and his white head looked like 
fnow on the feathers of the raven. lis 
Tom Stern here ? faid he. No, Sir, faid 
I, he is gone into town. I thought hb 
was a prifoner. No, Sir, it is not he, but 
his daughter, who is under confinement. 
Will you give a feeble old man leave tb 
lit with you, gentlemea ? and fo down he 
fat. Come here to me, child, fays he to 
Diana, are you a daughter of Tom Ste^'n ? 
I am, Sir, io pleafe you. And what was 
your mother's name ? Ann Koche^ Sir ; 
but, alas ! ihe is not living, I was the caufe 
ot her death ; ihe broke her heart, goo<l 
*Sir, on my being put to gaol. I hope, 
chitldj faid the old gentleman^ that you 

verc 
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were not imprifoned for any thing that 
was naughty. No, Sir, no, cried MrClct 
ment, it was her honefty alone that 
brought and kept her here; had ihe been 
lefs virtuous, Ihe might have been at li* 
berty, and flaunting about in her coach. 

The old man then put on his fpedacles^ 
and ordering her to draw nearer, he took 
a hand in each of his, and looking in* 
tently iii her face. What is your name^ 
my dear? faid he; Diana^ honqured ^ir. 
That is a pretty and chafte name^ for aq^ 
unchriflian name. Indeed, Diana, you 
are a fweet babe, and the prettieft little 
prifoner, that ever I faw, I will pay all 
your debts, and give you a tht)ufand 
pounds over, if you will come along with 
me, aiid be my prifoner, Diana. Ah, Sir, 
cried the girl, it is too much to h^ve 
broken the heart of one parent already ; I 
would not leave my dear father for any 
man with all the money m all the world. 
You do not leave your father, he cried, 
by going with me^ Diana. I am your 
true father, the father of Nanny Roche, 
the father of. her who bore you, your 
own grandfather, my Diana. 

Here ihe funk on her knees, between 
his knees, begging and befeeching his 
bleffiqg ; while his hands and eyes were 
lifted in prayer over her. He then raifcd 

het« 
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her, and placing her gently on his kne^, 
clafped her in his aged areas ; while fhe 
threw her's about His neck> and joining 
her cheek to his,^ fobbed aloud, and pour- 
ed her tears into his 1>ofom* The old 
gentleman, however, did not exprefs his 
concern by word, or fob, or everi any 
change of his countenance ; and yet his 
tears fell faft, down his reverend and de- 
lighted features, upon his grandchild. 
' This, dada, was a very plealing, though 
a very affecling fight. As foon as the 
height of their paflion was fomething a* 
bated, Mifs Diana turned her eye toward 
me, and faid. You were pleafed, my grand- 
papa, to promife that you would pay my 
debts ; but that is done already. This 
angel here was fent to prevent all others ; 
s^nd he further prefented me with this bill 
of 50 /• <o fet me up in a better ihop than 
I kept before. 

' I rejoice, cried the old man, I rejoice 
to find that fo much of heaven is ftill left 
upon earth. But you, my Diana, are 
now in a condition, rather to give charity 
than receive it from any. Your dear 
uncle Jeremy, who traded to the Weft- 
Indies, lately died of the fmall-pox on his 
paflage homeward. You are the heir of 
his fortunes, and the heir of my fortune ; 
you are the whole and fole lady of all our 

poffcffioM. 
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p^ffeffions. But, teH me, how much did 
this young geiitleman advance in yout 
favour? A hundred pounds, Sir. 

He then took omt a banker's note of a 
•hundred poun^ds, and having offered it to 
tne, I did «ot dare to refufe it, for fear oi 
oflFending the honour of the refpeftable 
X)ld gentleman ; fo I held it in my hand 
after a doubting manner^ My dear Miis 
Diana; fays I, I will not be put to the 
pain of taking this back again, but on tfi^ 
condition of your telling me to whom *T 
ihall, give it? O, flie cried out in ft an tly, 
to the babies, to the fweet babies at the 
next door ! I wiih to heaven I had as 
much more to add to it for their fakes. 

I then inquired the name of her fa« 
vourite family at the next door, and b&- 
ing told that it was Ruth, 1 looked over 
my lift, and found that Mr Ruth was in 
for above (even hundred pounds. Tha 
grieved me very much, as fuch a fum 
nearly amounted to the half of our whole 
fiock. However, I comforted myfelf with 
the hope that God would fend fome one 
el(e, to make up to this poor family what 
ihould be wanting on my part. 

Mr Stern juft then returned. I beg par- 
don, faid he, gentlemen, for detaining 
you fo long, but I could not avoid it. 
The unhappy man is adually dying a 

Vol, in. K very 
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yery terrible death, indeed, in his fu8 
jlrength, and almoft in his full health, 
Alfling and ^afping for air, which . the 
dwelling of his glands will not fuffer to 
pals. 

As foon as I entered, he beckoned , to 
me, and put this paper, fealed, into my 
hand* And again, obferving that I was 
agitated and deeply concerned for the 
ilate under which he laboured, he reach* 
ed out his hand to me, and, grafping my 
right hand, put this ring upon my fin- . 
^er«*.^-^Thi8 paper contains, under his 
hand and feal, a difcharge of the adion 
which he laid upon my daughter, as alfp 
a conveyance to us, of the cafh-notes * 
inclofed, amounting to three hundred 
pounds, in confideration^ as he recites, of 
our loffes and unjufl fufferings* And fo, 
my dear mafier Fenton, I here return you 
your looL with all poflible acknowledg- 
ments, and a fenfe of the obligation that 
Will never leave me, during life. 

Sir, faid I, you muft excufe me, I am 
already paid. . That gentleman, yonder, 
compdled me to accept of the very ium 
you offer. 

^ Mr Stern then ftarted, and, turning, 
hefaw his uncle; and, eying him inquw- 
iitively, at length recollected who he was« 
jle then ftepped up, and falling on his 

tocca 
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knees before him, O, Sir, lie cried, youif 
pardon, your pardon ! 'Tis all I prefame 
to ailk, I dare not hope for your blefiing*' 

Tom,faid the old gentleman, I^ wanted 
to be even with you ; I wanted to feduce 
your daughter, as you feduced mine. Bu(; 
your daughter, Tom, though come of 
very rebellious parents, would not be fc^ 
duced. Howfomever, as I have taken a 
liking to her, (he muli come along with 
me, whether (he will or no. And, as Ja^ 
cobfaid toJofephconcerningEphraim and 
Manafieh, ihe ihall be mine and not thine, 
Tom i and my name and the name of my 
fathers ihall be named upon her, accord«< 
ing to her inheritance. But, if you have 
any affe^ion for this my child, Tom, and 
are unwilling to part with her, you may 
follow her, and welcome. 

Soon after we got up, and, having con-^ 
gratulated this happy family on the blefl^ 
tng of their meeting and reconciliation, I 
Hepped to the old gentleman, and, catch* 
ing him about the neck^ tenderly toolc 
xny leave of him, as I did alfo of Mr Stern.. 
But, when I went to take leave of the fair 
'Diana, ihe drew fome fteps backward^ 
and, her eyes andfweet features beginning 
to fwell,£hie ag^in run forward, and catch- 
ing me in her dear arms, O, my dariin^t 
m^ darling,, my darlings Ihe cried^ am I 

& ^ thea 
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tjien g/^ing to lofe you, it may be nevct* 
to fee you more ! were it -but once in a 
V eek, in a month, in a year, to behold 
you, even that would kc.e]^ me alive foi^ 
all the remainder* O n^y beft, my moft 
generous, my firfl: preferver Ut is you wha 
might be the leducer, who might make 
me and others run after you barc-foQt*. 
J^ut if w^€ mufi part, my Httle angel,/da. 
but proroife to know me in heaven, and: 
there your poor Diana will meet ypu, nc^ 
ver to part any more^ 

What could I fay or do, dada, in an* 
fever to the dear girl f my heart fwellcd,, 
almoil to bur&ing, while fhe carefiecf and 
wept over me. At length, with words^ 
as well as my tears would give me leave; 
to pronounce them, I demanded the name, 
ot the place to which ihe was going, and 
iprcmifed to pay her a viiit as foon as; 
poffibly I could* We tbeq parted very- 
melancholy, notwithftanding all our fuc-*^ 
eefs ; and, going out, I wiped my eyes,. 
%nd begged Mr Clement to order tea and 
cofiee, with a comfortable entertainmeiit: 
for the family, at, the next door^ while h 
:Qiould go. in and introduce myfelf as well 
as I could. 

' Having tapped gently at the door, it. 
was opened by a little ragged boy of about; 
£ve years old... Mrs Ruth fat. full in my. 

vicLW,. 
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iKevr, and her three little daughters ftood^ 
before her^ while ihe examined them in^ 
the Old Teftament queftions of who was- 
the firft man, and the wifeft man, and the 
firongeft man, and the oldeft man, and a«' 
bove all, the man after God V own heart ? 

Mrs Ruth was a fine woman^ and had^ 
a great deal of humble dignity about herj- 
} bowed to her as I entered, and, going; 
familiarly up^ T took her by the hand and 
kifled it. Allow me, madam^ faid I, tO' 
introduce a little neighbour to you : I 
lodge within a few doors, and (hall think 
siyfelf happy in being acquainted in your 
family. Alas, my dear, fays flie, there- 
are very few who feck acquaintaince with^ 
calamity; They, who wife- to relieve it,) 
feek acquaintance with it, madams- 
Having eyed- me all over,^ with an ear-^ 
fieft kind of furprife, You look, my love,, 
iaid Ihe, to be very good natured, and I 
dare fay will be very charitable when you- 
come to have the ability. Thq little abi«* 
Uty I' have, madam, fhall be ifarained for* 
your fervice. In the mean time, pray 
pardon the freedom I have taken in-order-^ 
log tea and coffee into your room, with^ 
fome cakes and (weet- meats for thefepret^ 
ty mifles. I mil only trouble you, madam^i 
with^one gueil more ; it is Mt Clemen t»^ 
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my tutor,, who^ good man, has been ik^ 
fif anger to poyerty or diftrefe. 

Here fiie called M rRutIv from an itinera 
Toom, Give me leave, my dear, fays ihevi 
t-o ifitroducie a young-ftranger to yourj 
from what world he Gomes^ IJcnow not;., 
but I am lure that he is not wholly of thc: 
world that we have lived in. 

Mr Ruth's countenance fpoke at onee- 
the meeknefs of Mofes and the patience of : 
Job. Having faluted, we both fat down* 
Mr Euth, faid I,' I have a meflage to you.; 
and your lady from your fwect pretty^, 
neighbour, Mifs Diana Stern. In token of^ 
her refpeft and aST^dion for you, ftic pre- 
ients you with this calhr note of a hundiied 
pounds* Diana Stern i cried out Mr Ruth,. . 
why, mafter, the is nearly as poor as our-^ 
fclves. By no means, Sir, I aflfure you j, 
fcer grandfather- is come. to town, flie is^ 
worth feveral thoufands^ befides a. con* 
fiderablo eftate to which fhe is heire£k. 
O, the dear ciTature, the dear angel ! cried 
Mts Ruth, I will inftantly go and pay her 
my acknowledgments; fo upihegpot and. 
t)Ut (he run, before I could prevent her. 

As foon as (he was gone^ Mr Ruth^. 
fays I, my dada is much fonder of me 
than I ddcrve. He has given me a little 
money to difpofe ofy at pieafure^ amonip 

the 
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liie.c<mfia^d debtors ; and thotigh. I may 
»ot have eaough to a^afwer your occaGons,. 
yet my dada is fo very good and fo very 
generous, that if you give me the fum o€ 
your debis> with, the ftory of yotir dl» 
fireffes, his heart, I am fare, will melt^, 
aikL he will fet you clear in the woHd. 

He made no anfwer, however^ to thi^«i 

my offer, but, lifting up his eyes^he cried, , 

W^ mighteffc thou fay, great Saviour of 

the iimple, ^* Suffer little childreni to come t 

•* unto me, for of fuch is the kingdom a£ 

^ heaven.'* O^ thou babe of the manger, . 

^ thou firil born of many brethren^" here, . 

indeed^ is a dear and true little brother of 

Ihine ; but he fpeaks in his finnplicity, andi 

sot according tokinowledge! Then, turn^ 

ing toward me, Can. you gucfs, my dar* 

ting, faid hej, what you undertake to da 

for me? I queliioa if the charities of all 

this nation would he fufficieiit, when u* 

bited, to effed my deliverance* N^thing^ 

nothing but the arm of the .Almighty caa 

doit; tie. will do it^ indeed; m death;. 

hut what then liull become of my wife 

and feven infants? that truly is terrible^ 

is woiie thaa death to think of ! . 

- While we were fpeaking, t>vo fweet 

little feUows^caine in, the eldeft very 

jw^rly of my fiasCj'but both clad in very 

and pooriQokisg appareh Having. 
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kneeled for their father's bleffing, they 
flipt behind us ^ and, turning my head to^* 
obferve them, I was quite alhamedr and 
drew it back again, on perceiving that 
the poor things were unlading their 
pockets of old crufls and broken meatSy. 
which I fuppofed they had begged for 
the family. 

. Mrs Ruth juft then returned, and her 
countenance looked fomething dejedfed^^ 
She took her feat by her huroand, and, 
continuing a while filent, ihe put her 
tiandkerchief before her eyes, and began* 
in broken words, Can you guefs, my 
dear, faid (he, what fort of a creature thi» 
b whom we have got among us ^ This 
little heavenly impoftor, to lighten our 
obligation, would have perfiiaded us thajt 
the hundred pounds was the gift of ano-* 
ther 'y but it is all his own bounty,^it i$ 
all his own gracioufnefs. Come, my daugh-- 
ters, come,.my children, kneel down and 
return your thanks to this yx>ur patron^, 
jour bciiefaftop, your little father herel 
O dada, you would have pitied me iad^ 
fy, had you fecn me at this time. The 
poor dear things canie, all in a: clufteri 
^1 tiling, and catchiiig, and clafpmg, and- 
flinging about me; whiie my love,. and 
Biy very hcait was torn, as it were,, to 
p^ti:^ amuiig. tnem^- bo i tuok t^em^, 
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(rtie by one, in my arms; and ktfied atici 
embraced them^ very cordially, calling; 
them my brothers and Afters* I thea 
took out another hundred pound note^ 
and» giving it to the eldeft of the daugh- 
ters. Here, my dear, faid I^ I always \o^ 
Vied the little miiles better than the little 
»afters ; here is for yourfelf and your fi*^ 
fiers,. to cloth you iii a way more beco-* 
m^ng your family. And then taking z, 
sote, of equal value, I gave it to the el« 
deft fon, for himlelf and his brothers, as. 
1 faid, to help to educate* them in a man<« 
per more agreeable to the houle fronk 
whence they came*. 

. Mr and Mrs Huth looked fo aftontfhed 
at me, and- at each other, that,, for a. 
whilc^ they were not able to utter a fyl*- 
table. And, jpft as they began ta make- 
their acknowledgments, I cried^ Hufti,, 
huQi ! here comes my tuton 

Mr Clement jiift then entered, followed 
by feveraL lervants, who carried a tea e* 
quipage, cold fowU baked meats^ with, 
paftries, and^fome wineu 

Having introduced Mr Clement, we all 
got round the table, and, after tea and a. 
lurther regale, I befought Mr Ruth ta 
give us the ftory of his misfortunes. 

My father, faid he, was baron of 

Krankford* lie lef Lmy brother, with the 
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title^four thoufand five hundred pounds 
a-year^ entailed however upon me, in 
cafe of his dyitig without male ifTue. And ^ 
he left me a (mall inheritance of four hun* 
dred pounds yearly, to fupport in fome 
meafure, the appearance of a gentleman. 
. As my concern bordered on my bro- 
ther's eftate, we faw one another every 
day, and continued, for feveral years, in 
firait and tender amity. 

Being both invited, one day, to dine 
with other company, at the houfe of a 
neighbour called'Mr Heartlefs» a queftion 
happened to be ftarted over the bottle^ 
whether the method of fetting an egg on 
end was originally the invention of Co- 
lumbus, or whether it was communica- 
ted to him by fome other; and 1 unhap- 
pily efpoufed the opinion that was op- 
polite to that of my brother. 

Now, though the queftion was, not 
worth the very IhcU of the egg about 
which we debated, yet we entered as 
warmly into it as though a province had 
lain at ftake : for it is not truths or in- 
ilrudion, that difputants feek after ; it is 
vidory alone, that is the objed of their 
contention. 

After fome warm words and perfonal 
retorts had paffed between my brother 
^md niCj^ lie liarted inta luddin pailxon 

andl 
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gave me the lie ; whereupon, reaching 
acrofs the table, I gave him a tap on the 
cheek with the flat of my fingers : then, 
rifing furioufly from his feat, he fwore a 
fearful oath, and cried, I will ruin you, 
Harry; though it coft me my cftate, I 
will ruin you, Harry Ruth, with all who . 
are yours. 

The very next day he muftered his te- 
nants and labourers, and coming upon 
me with a little army, he laid moft of 
my fences level with the earth. 
' When I complained of this violence to 
my next neighbours, Mr Heartiefs and 
Mr Hollow, they protefted they would 
fiand by me againft fuch outragious pro- 
ceedings to the laft of their fortunes. 
They then advanced me, between them, 
five hundred pounds for the purpofe. I 
immediately commenced fuit agaiaft my 
. lord's tenants. But though I caft them 
all with cofts, I unhappily found that 
nearly all my money was funk in the 
coDteft. 

Meantime, fcarce a day paifed wherein 
I was not ferved with a fubpoena from 
chancery, to anfwer fuch or fuch a bill, 
to which my brother had procured me to 
be made a party* And he alfo entered a 
fuit againft me, himfclf, in order to inva- 
lidate 
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)idate my fath^^ will, whereby I claifl^ 
«d piy little patrimony. 

When I told this to my fricDd Mr 
Hollow, be broke into a loud laugh. Your 
title ? cried he ; the world cannot inva^ 
lidate your title, Mr Ruth ; I will let you 
have a thoufand pounds upon it to-mcrp** 
row ; and this 1 was under the neceffity 
of accepting foca af ter« 

Contention ferves^ with mutual hands^ 
to ihut every door agaiuA reconciliation 
The more I had loved my brother, the 
more I now detefted him. Inftead of any 
fubmiffion or overture to appeafe hirn^ 
my lips uttered, in daily invectives, the 
overflowings of my heart ; . ^s 1 alfo was 
was aflured that, on his^ p^rt^ he wiihed 
jne nothing lefs than eternal perdition. 
Thus we burned, on both fides, with un^ 
quenchable fire, and the kingdom of Sa» 
tan was iuUy opened within us. 

At length, my body was imprifoned^ 
at the fuitof my neighbour Heartlefs, for 
750 L and my lands were taken under 
execution, at the fuit of my neighbour 
Hollow, for the fum of 2000L. But I 
ibon was informed that all this money was 
my brother's ; who had advanced it, from 
time to time, to thofe his clandefline cor* 
refpoiidents,in order to hafl^n and.deepea 
fny defiruclion. When I underftood this, 

1 
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I raged, I was all on firc} and I took ik 
horrid pleafure in the notion of having 
the fangs of a t}'ger, that I might testr my 
brother piecemeal, and my falfc frienda , 
limb from limb, and feaft my ipirtt on 
their pangs, and mine eyes on their car- 
nage. 

But when I turned a look on my wife 
and feven infants, grief joined with rage 
to tear me by a 4ouble diftrafiton. I 
curfed the lot to which I was appointed 
upon earth ; and I ihould have fought 
fome defperate means of putting an end 
to my torments and exiftence together, 
but that I dreaded, by my death, to give 
pleafure to my brother, ten. times more 
clian I dreaded the pain of death itfelf. 

O, my friends, had all that ever were 
fainted, come and preached to me, tht 
peace of our I^ord Chrlft, at that feafon, 
it would have been no more than beating 
the air, or driving with fo many fpunget 
to n»ke an impreffion on a block of mar- 
ble. It is diftrefs alone that, by oppre£» 
lion, makes impreflion -, that preaches the 
internal doArine of fenfible mortificatioii» 
and humbles a proud fpirit, by plucking 
away all its props% 

At firft, I was as a worm under the 
foot of. my God. I turned, a^d ftruffgle<JU 
^nd writhed,, and fought "syith m my 
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lopce agkinft the crufher. But, alas ! all 
iKras in vain ; he was too mighty for me ; 
9ind oppofition fcrved only to add to my 
anguilh. 

At length I was compelled to acquiefce) 
rather through the want of power thaq 
the want of will to refift^ And I lay, as. 
it were, without motion, under his dif- 
penfations; at the fame time that my 
lieart reproached him, in fecret. 

Having fold all our moreables, and 
even our wearing apparel for fuftenancet 
we were reduced to the neceffity of fend- 
ing our eldeft boys to beg fragments of 
viduals at kitchen-windows, to keep us 
from utterly famifhing. This I held to 
be fuch a further fliame and difgrace as 
ilung my foul to the. quick ; I therefore 
i>egan to kick againil thefe pricks alfo ; 
but finding that, the more I fpurned, the 
;ilronger I was held and preiled into the ' 
cluft, I gave up all refinance, and con- 
tented myfelf with grieving and weeping 
under the hand of the Almighty. 

From hence I gradually funkJnto a 
flate of refigned fercnity, which; although 
'tK^ithouC funfhine, was yet without di- 
ilurbance*. My fury fmooth^d its creft, 
>fny paffions fubfided, and I felt nothing 
more of rancour againil my brother^ or 
Kfiftance againft my God, 

. .. . The 
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r- The aftivity of the foul wiJl find itfelf 
empIoyaieBt. As I bad now na furtheir 
|>rofpea or concern upon earth, I begaa 
-to turn my thoughts and attention to*- 
ward heaven. I locked my felf into yon* 
der clofet. I threw myfeli into the duft.. 
1 have finned, I cried, I have greatly finr 
ned, O God I I am nothing, I am crufli-^ 
.ed even lower than the nothing that I 
am ; fpare,, fpare me from* a deeper perw 
dition, I befeecb thee ! 
^ I felt that my prayer was heard : peace 
defcended upon me like dew upon the 
night J the day ftar began gradually ta 
dawn to my foul ; tt^ dark kingdom of 
Satan gave way before the kingdom o£ 
the Son of light and Love ; and I would 
no more have entertained any one of my 
former paffions, than I would have takezy 
burning coals and have buttoned theok 
up io my bofom* 

I was greatly delighted, dada, with thia» 
part and fome more of Mr Kuth*s ftory ;. 
and J got him to repeat it over and over,, 
^hat I might remember it the better. 
, I now,, continued he, I now pitied my 
brother, as much as ever I had hated himv 
I grieved for having caufed the lofs of 
his peace. I wiihed to reftore it to him»> 
I wrote a penite&tial acknowledgment of 
my iauics« i Deiought his pardon, in the- 
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kumbleft manner, for the upfortunate 
blow. I ft^bfcribed to the jufiice of my 
colDfeqtient fufFerifigs ^ and I fent my fon^ 
here, to attend his terdfliip with my low* 
}y addreft. 

The triumph^ which this hamiliatioa 
gave to my brother, fupplied bim \(^th^ 
patience to go through my memorial. 
But then conceiring, as I fuppofe, that it 
was dilated by mercenary meannefs and 
hypocrify,^ he tore it to pieces and dalhed 
it into the fire. Then, returning to my 
child the box which had fo inflamed Alt 
fr>ul of his lordfbip, he kicked my poor 
Kttle fellow out of Bis hoB&. 

IV'y child came home to me, weepings 
fadiy ; but I confoled him the beft Icoold^. 
and mingled my tears with his i not ia. 
ftny refentment for the treatment recei^ 
ved, but-through grief for the inveteracy 
of my unhapy brother. O my God,, 1 
cried, I. no longer repine at my abafe* 
ment, at the weight of my fufferings and. 
mortifications^ I blefs thee for them, Q 
God ; they have proved my beft friends^u 
X)[iy moft falutary phyficians. Cruel and 
ftern, indeed, is the porter who Hands' at 
the iron gate of pain; but O, it opens 
upon regions of inward delight ; for he 
who clothed himfelf with the crofs, is alL 
gloxiotts withiai- 
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My happy • experience of this tvxxtbm 
opened) for me, a new profpeA into thff 
my fiery of God's difpenfat ion to mortals f 
and thr&w a mimbep of fliiniog lights oa 
thofe very articles of gofpel-redemption^ 
which hid formerly appeared to* me fo> 
exceptionable and gloomy* If God, faici 
I to myfelf, hath fufiered man to falU he^ 
liatU' alfo provided for him^ eyery pgifibla' 
Qieans of recovery and reftoration; 

Wherefore,, when- fin came into the; 
iB^orld, God al{o fent fuffering, its infepa*^ 
stable attendant,- to be a cure and an- anti<^ 
dote: to* the poifon thereof^ If ififl, there- 
fore, hath thru& the kingdom of heaven^ 
from within us, fufiering comes^ as God's^ 
forerunaer; it relaxes and unfolds the- 
brazen gatesof our polluted tem|>le, that- 
Chrift our Righteoufneis* may enter, the- 
"tctyhem of whoTe garment is Salvatioa^ 
to everty foul that lays hold upon it. 
. Here I^toofc Mr Ruth about the neck^, 
and kiiling him, faid,.that I was fure my" 
dada would be willing to pay his whole* 
debt, in return for the fweet inftrudion^* 
which he had given to his Harry. Yout 
i|>eak' of your dada, my dear^ faid he, as^ 
tliough he were the reprefentative of God»> 
iii cue gofpel, wJio forgave to his fervanc- 
ten thoufand talents. What you have- 
^vesunacalready,mafter9 is beyond 2lq^ 

L ^ InunsM 
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Xuman bounty that ever^ I heard of. ' It 
fiiall theFefor^ lay by two of tbefe notes^ 
till I atn better mformed how far your- 
^ood f sitber may be iatisfied with > the: 
donation. 

Sooa afterv we took leave, for the pre« 
fcnt, of this bonotiraUe fttmily.. ^We- 
thea weot among the other ^i&c^sat^ 
debtors, whofe diftreffes indeed were: 

freat, though their fieries^ except oaef 
ad little fingular in them. In ord^ ta - 
tnake onr money ga as^ f ar- aa we could, « 
tux hurried here and there, through Ac- 
town, coaapoundii^g with the feveral ere* 
ditors, from eight to ten and ^twelve and:- 
fifteen fliillings in the pound ; fe that^. 
for about fix hundred pounds, w& di&^ 
charged a number who were indebted to^- 
the amount o£ athouiaBd. 

OaTuefday about noou, id the kft' 
week, I'ftepped to Mr Ruth's to fee if: 
the family had been decently clad^ agree*- 
iaible to my requefi. There 1 found hiW' 
and his four fons^ clothed in warm and 
i^lean, though very coarfe apparel: and he. 
told me, that his wife had gone abroad; 
With htv tbreedaughters, inorder.toput: 
them alfo into a fuitable condition*. 

While 1 fat with him, a young womaa: 
came in, of a very genteel appearance^ « 
though in a * plain dreik. Dba!% you r^**- 

«. member* 
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member the' girU Sir> ^faid &c to Mir 
hsiihj who ufed to come to you, over 
sight, in a green kerchief and a little red' 
mantle ? I ihould be very; ungrateful, in^^ 
deed, faid he^ if any change of drcft 
60uld Gonceal from oiy remembrance that 
fweet and charitable countenance. OSirj. 
&e cried,, the few fhillings thatl brought 
ypxxj froiti time to time, canae from a 
very afi^&ionate hand, though from, a i 
kand you would Httle fufped of any af- 
fedion toward you ; they came from your 
loving niece Belinda Ruth^ who has fhed- 
many a fliower of tears on your misfor- 
tunes. May Heaven be her portion, cried ^ 
eiit the good man, fince earth « has no* 
Ihing equal to fo nouch goodnefs ! Indeed^ , 
Sir j continued the girl, the little thatyour^ 
niece fen t you was procured- with much > 
difSculty and danger taherfdf ;.. for, from i 
the time that, on her knees and with 2k< 
deluge oi tears, £be petitioned her father 
in your hehalf^ he kepr a watchful eye. 
ever her, and took from her aU family- 
iruils^;fo thit ihe bad nothing where*- 
with to fupply you, except the price o£r 
feme cafti-gowns, and of other little matv 
ters that i^e feigned to have loft« More« 
over,jfny lord fwore vehemently, that, i£ 
ever (he furniihed you with the value: 
of afarthingi or. kept any kind of corre* 

ijgondence 
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fponienet with you or with yours, fiej 
would difown and turn her into the pu^ 
Wic ftrects. 

You alarm me greatly, cried out Mr 
Ruth. U any thing amifs, has aay thing; 
happened to* my deac child ? jShe was ai 
lovely little lamb^ a little ang^l from hep 
cradle ^ though I ihould not know hep 
now, if ihe ftood ered before me. I h6pe^ 
1 fay — tell me^— proceed, I befeech you ! 

There was a fervant, Sir, a man whooM 
your niece thought very faithful, and 
therefore entruftcd with the fecret of my? 
eoming to you, that he might attend and 
fee me fafe back again. This feilqw,^. 
prefuming on the confidence that mo^, 
placed in him» would,. this morning, have 
taken indecent liberties with his young; 
miftrefs^. This (he refented in a becoming 
manner, and threatened to . complain^ o£ 
kis infolence to her father. The revenge*' 
iui villain inftai|tly run, and told the af-- 
£air to his lord with many aggravations j, 
as though, his daughter was robbing hiov 
ef all his fubliance.; Thereupon* Ihe wash 
kaftily called, and, having in part confeflr 
ed the charge, my lord drew his fword iw 
his iury,. whereupon^ giving a ihriekand^' 
a fudden fpring, ihe- got put of his pre-* 
fi^ce, and has lent me * to know. Sir, iC' 
you. will be pleaicd to receive her ? 
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Tcs, cried Mr Ruth, to my bofoni, to 
my heart ; with the fame j^afure and 
welcome that a conviA receives pardoa 
on the hour of execution. 

Juft then Mrs Ruth entered, with her 
three daughters, who, running up to 
their father, dropped together on their 
knees before him for a blefliflg. 

While his hands and eyes' were raifed 
xn prayer over them, the young dranger 
fiepped earnellly up, and falling on her 
knees.befide the daughters, flie broke into 
tears, and cried aloud, Blefs me, bkis me- 
alfo. O my father! I am your niece, your 
fi^tinda. ft^y father is no more ! Yours^^. 
my lord, is the title, yours all the goffef^ 
&6n ! I now, in my turn, depend on your 
« bounty for a morfel of bread. My hro* 
ther, my brother dead I exclaimed Mr 
Ruth. He Iff my lord, ihe replied; he 
was fuffocated by his ~ri&ng choler, and. 
expired on the ipot» 

While the young lady fpoke, Mrs^ 
Ruth looked, as quite terrified by the 
tidings of fuch a. iodden efevatioh ; and 
clapping her hands together, aiad lifting 
lier eyes, ibe cried, b cannot be it is 
impomble ! Ours the title, ours the for«> 
tunc!— O my God!— O my hufbandS 
..— O my children! and down Ihe 
4ropped., 

C H A Ei. 
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C HA P. XVI. 

\TTHILE Harry was fpeaklog, Ned 
W faw a woman {landing before one 
of the windows ^ and, looking earneftlyr 
at her, he gave a fndden jump, and, 
dancing about, cried, O Sir, Sir, my 
mammy, my mammy ! there's my mam- 
my, as fare as day ! 

Run, Ned, inftanily, cried Mr Fenton^ 
and call James to me. James, yonder's the 
woman who fiole Ned from his parents^ 
iiave an eye to her, do not let her efcape t 
Order Frank to take a horfe and go with 
all fpeed to Mr and Mrs Fielding, that 
they may come and know, of a iurety^ 
whether Ned is tbeir child or not — Stay 
a moment ; as fopn as you have given 
Frank his orders, take the reft: of the fer* 
vants and kiy hold on this bad woman ;. 
bring her into the houfe by force> and 
conhne her in one of the back rooms tilL 
Mr Fielding sir rives. By all Ned's ac« 
count, ihe muft be a vesy lad creature^ 
and deferves no iavour. 

James went out with, alacrity upon his 
punmiliioa y and^r^ having e^^cuted mat- 
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ters with his accuftom^d pupdualityt h6 
ieturned to the company. 

O, Sir! cried James, it is impoffible 
that thb woman fliould be Ned's mammy 
as he called her. This is fome unhappy 
decayed gentlewoman, as innocent of the 
fz£tj I dare anfwef, as the child unborn 4 
I ami fbrry, with all my heart, that I had 
her ufed fo roughly. Befide, Sir, ihe is 
fo deaf, that fhe can^t anfwer to any thing 
of which ihe may be accufed. 

When we took her in hand flie was ter- 
ribly frighted. Come, fays I, miftrefs, 
you muft now give an account of all your 

wickednefs. Ennis, fays £he, Ennis? 

No, but Enfield ; five miles beyond En- 
field, with the Rev. Mr Catharines— I 
Jcnow nothing, faid I aloud of your En- 
£elds or your Catherines ; but I tell you 
that you muft now anfwer for the life 
that you have led. Dead, dead, fays ihe^ 
God forbid I A dear and a good mafter he 
*was tcf me, I am fure. I have lived with 
him thefe five years ; and he gave me mo- 
ney enough to bear my charges ; but I 
fdl fick at Saint Alban's and fpent all ; 
^and 1 have been thefe three days creeping 
t along, and begging wherewithal to keep 
Jife in .me on the way. 

As you fay, James, cried Mr Fentont 
this account fee.ms pretty feaiible; a deaf 

fervant 
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fcrvant however is fomething uncommdti; 
Go to her yourfctf, Ned, and oblervc her 
inore exaAly ; for, if what flie fays has 
any truth in it, it is impoifible ihc flioukl 
be your mammy. 

Ned accordingly went, but returned 
tinder evident confuiion and difficulty* 
I don't know what to think. Sir, of this 
matter, cries Ned. When I look at the 
gentlewoman's face, I could fwear, twen- 
ty times over, to every feature ; but, whea 
i look at her drefs and manners, I could 
again almoft fwear againfl her face. 

Ned's perplexity added greatly to Mr 
Fen ton's curiofity. He got up in hafie, and 
went in perfon to infped the party. When 
he entered^ he faw a young woman who 
looked very pale and fickly, but of a gen- 
teel appearance, and neatly though plain- 
ly drefled. She caft upon him a fenfible 
and penetrating look, and curtfyihg to 
him, with downcaft eyes, Sir, faid (he, 
your prefence tells me that you are mailer 
here. I know not for what offence your 
people have confined me ; but if it is on 
any fufpidon of miibthaViour, I have 
here the certificate of a worthy mati and 
a great faint, who vouches at leaft for the 

innocence of my conduA. Here Ihe 

prefented him with a paper that con tain<- 
'Cd the following words : 
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«' I certify, that the bearer hath ferved 
me upward of five years, in quality of 
houfekeeper and intendant of my fa- 
mily ; and that fhe is a young woman, 
of diftinguifhed pk^ty and merit, and 
departs, at her own defire, on fome bu- 
finefs to London. Given under mf 
hand,*' &c. 

Marmaduke Catharines^ CU 

•On reading this, Mr Fen ton bowed, and 
made a motion with his hand for her to 
fit down* He then took a pen and pap r 
that lay befide him, and wrote to the pu]> 
pofe, that he requefted her to allow him 
to detain her certificate for about an hour ; 
after which he would return it, and en- 
deavour to make her amends for the un- 
becoming treatQPkent which his people had 
given her. 

On cafting her eye over the paper, iht 
made a low curtefy, and faid, 1 ihall will- 
ingly attend, Sir, during your pleafure | 
but hope, in the mean time, that your 
charity will afford me a morfel or two of 
the fragments of your laft meal. 
• Mr Fenton then pulled a bell, and ha«» 
ving ordered fome cold meats and white>* 
wine to pe Ibrved, he -bowedi and with^ 
<lrew to his company^ 

Vol. ill M Ned. 
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Ned, faid be as he entered^ this womaa 
Is juft as much the emprefe of Kuffia as ike 
is your mammy. Here, Mr Clement^ look 
at this certificate ; I have no reafoir td 
doubt the truth of Xh& charaAer givea in 
it, for her perfonand manners are every' 
way conformable. I am forry at heart* 
that I fent in f^ich a hurry for Mr and 
>Ir8 Fielding ; I have thereby raifed a fott 
cf expectation in them, and it may be 
very mortifykig to have that expedatioa 
fo fuddenly and fo wholly defeated. 

Some time after, a coach and fix fro* 
.thing horfes drove up to the door, and 
Mr and Mrs Fielding alighted, with a 
kind of impatience and trepidation appa- 
Tent in their countenance. As foon is Mr 
Fenton had duly received and fested them; 
My dear madam, fays he to Mrs Fielding, 
I think myfelf very unhappy in having gi- 
ven you a deal of uiineceflary trouble. 
JMy poor Ned, here, has been utt^y mif- 
•taken in the perfon of the w<»ian whom 
he took to be his mammy. The certifi- 
cate of her co-tain refidence bears a date 
even previous to that in which we found 
jkim ; and her deportment is more than a 
thoidand teftimonies againil her being of 
4he wandering.or diflblute clafs of people^ 
Be plealedy Mr Fielding, to look over this 

certificate ; 
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certificate; I think it has ^11 the marks> 
6f its being, genuine* 

The moment that Mr Fielding caft'hi^ 
eye on the paper, A well-known chara<5ler^ 
indeed! he exclaimed. It is the hand o£ 
Mr Catharines, my tutor, my friend; 
the man of the world, excepting yourfelf^ 
Mr Fenton, for whom I have the deareft 
. refpe£b and afiedion. No queftion can^ 
be made of any thinsr to which he fets^ 
kis affirmative/ ' 

Alas, cried Mrs Fielding, then all the 
hopes we had conceived muft again be caQ; 
alide. Here comes our nurfe too, poor 
woman, in great hafte ; I fent her word 
that we had found the perfon whom we* 
fufpeded to have ftolen our child, and 
defired that fixe wotikl meet me here di*- 
fediy. 

While Mrs Fielding fpoke, nurfe enter- 
ed panting, and almoft breathlefs ; and, 
without fainting vor taking any notice o£ 
the company. Where, fhe haftily cried,, 
where is the bajiwitdam, whom you fup^i^ 
po£e to be yournUd ? 

Ah ! nurfe, flro Mrs Fielding, we were 
quite miftaken in the woman whom we 
tofpeAed to be the kidnapper, and fothafi 
affair is afl over again. 

I have nothing to fay, cried nurfe, td 
thi& woman, or t'other woman ; but yoa<: 

' M 2^ miiit 
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muft not have another body's child put 
upon you. If he is indeed your fon, I fliall 
know him in an inflant ; I Ihoiild know him 
from all the children that ever were born. 
Why, nurfe, cried Mrs Fielding, eagerly^ 
d^T' y c u knoM^ of ar^y natural mark or mole, 
cr fpot, by which you could gucfs at him ? 
i^e had no fuch fpot upon him, madam ; 
but, if be be a living boy, he_hasa mark 
of my own making that never will out ; 
and that's the reafon that I never dared to 
tell you ef it. What mark nurfe, what 
maik ? tell me infiantly, 1 beg you. 

Why, madam, you muft knov«r as how 
the weather was very cold, it bcingtwelfth 
day in Chrifl mas holidays. So you and my 
mailer were from home on vifiting, and ' 
1 had a rouzing fire d0wn„ and my child 
flood by my knee, being juft then twelve 
months nineteen days old, and as fturdy 
a fellow, of his age and inches, as any 
could defire to fee. So the cat, all at once, 
threw dovTi fome crockery-ware behind 
me. Up 1 ftarted, to ^iure, and run to 
fave the veffels ; but, ^Raring my child 
icream, I turned muchnflllbler back again, 
and found him fallen with his little neck 
againfl the upper bar of the grate. It was 
well that I did'nt die on the fpot, for then 
lie muft have died too. So I whipt him 
VP 10 v\Y amis, but he ihrieked and roac * 
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etf terribly. So I got fomc foftening: 
cream'and fpread it over the burn, and I 
put a plai^r upon that again ; and Ico-» 
vcred the place, from day to day, fo well' 

. with his cap,, that neither you nor my 
mafter kiitw^ any thing of the matter. 
But the fhape of his hurt went fo deep' 

' into my heart and into my memory, that, 
as I was faying, and ftili fay^ I ihoul4« 
know him bv it again anu>ng all the chil«* 
dren in all tne world. 

Go theui my dear nurfe,: cried Mr$> 
Fielding, go immediately, and examine i£^' 
this boy has your mark upon him. Is* 
this the mafter, madam j whom you fuf> 
peft to be your fon ? It is, nurle, it is jv 
my heart took a liking to him- the firft 
moment I faw him; he too was flolea^ 
from his parents, andmay a6 well be my ' 
Ibn as the fon of another; 

Here nurfe made a hafty ftep or two^ 
toward Ned, but, fuddcniy (lopping and 
turning pale. Ah ! madam, Ihe cried, h 
wilh you would go and try yourfelf ; the- 
wound, if he has it, is juft under his right 
ear; for if I firould find, indeed, that he- 
is my very child, i ihall certainly run mad^ 
on the very Ipot'for jpy. I dare not try,, 
siurfe, T dare not try for the woild^ faid^ 
Mrs Fielding ; 1 am already all of a trem**^ 
ble^. I know not ho w. 

UL 3^ Nurf^, 
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. Nurfcj tluen, plucking up a. little fefiv 
lution, ftcpped fuddenly to Ned, and turn<- 
ed up his hair; when, giving aloud fci^eaniy. 
flie had juft the power to cry. oiat. My 
childy. my child, my child ! and dropped 
dowain.ah ajigyifliing fit of hyfterics. 
, Mrs Fielding, on hearing her nurfe 
cry out,, rofe haflily from her chaii:, and 
would have gone to. embrace her fon, 
but, falling inftantly back, flie fainted 
away. The poor niirfe^ however^ was not 
fo happy^ She broke forth, at times^ 
intoeotjvulfivepealgoflaughterthatmadc 
the bouie ring j. and again flie fell ii\to> 
fits o£ weeping, fo outrageous and bit- 
terly defolate, as no heart under,, the tena? 
per of adamant, could fiipport. 

While the family were all in buftle, ap*^ 
plying remedies, to their patients. Mrs* 
Fielding recovered, and, hearing the. crieSr 
Qf her. nurfe, {be went and kneeled dewas 
by h(ar,, and wept with her and over her^ 
while her tears proyed a fcalbnable refto* 
native to herfelf. 

As foon as Mr Yielding, found that his 
lay was wcllrecovered,.he turned to Ned^ 
andjlifting his hair, obferved the remark- 
ablb (earn that the burn had. mgde« It 
is, it is- my child !- he tenderly cried. Q* 
jcny. Gjod, how is this? wherein havje I 
dcikxv^ th^ fmalleft. notic& or regard^ 

thafc 
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that thou, fliouldefl thus vifk me witb 
thy wanders, and by tby mercies put mc 
to confufion of face ? 

Here Ned kneeled refpeftf uMy diown for 
a bleifiag, which his father iUently called 
upon, him with lifted hands and eyes.. He 
then raifed him^ and fitting down^ took 
him foiidly to hts bofom ; Thou art, thou 
art my fon> my beloved fon, he cried ;, 
my firft and nvy laft,. the only offspring 

- of my bawels I Thou ihalt no more be a ^ 
wanderer, no more be a beggar, my babe«. 

f Thrice blcflbd be ooir meeting, aad ten^ 
fold bleffed thy future fortune t O that 
our lives^ my child^ might be made one 
whole oblation to^ him from whom this 
amazing falvatioii hath* come I ,. 

By this time, thenurfe^s diftemper wass 
greatly abated, though ihe ftiU continued, 
extremely low and feeble^ and did not 
feem to recollect, . except by faint gUm<p 
merings, any matter tllat had paiTed. Mc 
iFielding thea propofed to take her to* 
town, to the phyiGcians ;, obferving that 

' there was room. enough for her and Nedl 
in their carriages ; and as Mrs Eieldmg; 
made no exception, the coach, was or^ 
dcred to turn direftly to the door^ 
, Poor N.cd, during, this time, was as a^- 
f er fon, who fluctuated between the dreads 
Q£kaying^knQwn.and certain enjoy nqients, 

and 
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and the hopes of pofleffing fomewhat ths^' 
he had oot yet tafted. 

Mr Fielding then fiepped up,iD a kind^ 
of quick rapture, to Mr Fenton* H^ 
eaught hiffi in his arms r My deareft Sir;^^ 
he cried, I love^ I refpeft, I rcyere you, . 
even neict to my Cod ! What can I re-- 
turn you? what fltall 1 fay to you? AIL 
.that I am, or have, finks out of fight 
from your bcfiefits^*— I am blefied, my 
dear Sir, I am bkfled beyond expreffion,. 
replied Mr Fenton, in/ being made an^ 
humble inflrument of happinefs to a=^ 
worthy man.*- O Sir, cried Mr Fielding, 
what events next to miraculous ! we earner 
to your door, but we were not permitted 
to pafs ; our carriage broke for the pur*- 
pofe : you then told us of this foundling f; 
but what likelihood that among millions 
he (hould happen to be ours I You then < 
propofed an expedieht for afcertaining the- 
perlons from whom he was kidnapped. 
This expedient failed. God^ however,^ 
would difcoverhim, and had foreordained 
the means. He fet upon him an indubi* 
table mark for the purpofe ;. none knew> 
of this but his nur£e, and Ihe has revealed 
it. Had any one of thefe many circumflan*- 
ces been wanting, our chitd muft have 
continued a Granger to us for ever. Indeed,. 
Sir, iaid Mr Fentgn, they are all concur^- 

ling. 
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ling proofs, that you arc under the cfpe- 
^ cial eye of providefice. But, Sir, I fear 
"wc (hall have a heavy lofs of our friend 
Ked t for, though he does not want his 
' imall faults, he is a worthy hearted child) 
and a very pleafant companion. O Sir, 
cried Mr Fielding, you and mafter Fea- 
ton have a right to command both hixa 
and us at all times. But come, Ned, 
take leave, for the prefcnt, of your beft 
friends. 

• Here Ned, with filling eyes, ftepped 
rcfpeftfully to Mr Fenton, and, kneeling 
before him, took each of his hands and 
kiffed'them, crying. My father! my fa- 
ther! whereupon Mr Fenton tenderly 
raifed him, and, preffing hini affedion- 
^tely to his bofohi, cried, God be good 
to you, myfon, andmake youaUeffing 
to your true parents and to all your kinj 
Ned then turned to Harry, and taking 
him by both hands, and loolanghim fond- 
ly in the face, O mafter Harry, mafter 
Harry, he cried, 1 never fliall be able to 
fay the word farewell to you, my ma- 
fter Harry ! I was hungry and you fed mc, 
I was naked and you clothed me, I was a 
firanger and you took me in ; the whole 
world to me was fatherlefs and friendlefs, 
when you Were father and mother, and a 
whole world of friends to me, my tiuc 

locd 
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lord and mafter Harry ! Are you not my 
owner, ara I not your property, your owa 
kard bought bargain ? Did you not pur- 
chafe me with your ftripes, and with your 
precious Uood, and will you fufier me tos ' 
be taken away from you^ my heart's^ 
mailer? 

Here Harry, fwallowing his paffion as^ 
well as he was able, clafped Ned in bi9 
arms and cried. My brother, my brother,; 
my friend and brother for ever ! then turo** 
ing to Mr and Mrs Fieldiilig, and wip« 
H>g his eyes, I hope. Madam, I hope, Sir^ 
lays he» that you wiH ezcufemy young: 
friend here, for his partiality to a family: 
who have loved him long and very dearly ;» 
in a little time, to be fur^ he will love 
and refpect you both, above all the worlds 
though put all together. Though I grieve 
to part with him, I heartily rejoice at Ids- 
being found, and acknowledged to be the 
.child of inch worthy parents ; and I hope^, 
I fay, that you will not be ofiended at his^ 
concern for parting with his old friends* 

N05 my noble creature, cried Mr Field* 
ing, we are delighted at the proof that he 
^ves of his gratitude, and at the firength. 
of hi& attachment where he baa been fo^ 
Inghly obliged. 

O, Sir, O Madam, faysNed, (kiffingthe 
hands of hispatenti^, did you but know- 

the 



The FOOL OT QUALITY. 143 

tKe Talue of what I lofe, when I leave, 
when I leave-*and here he burft afrefli 
into tears. 

Mrs FkldiBg then took Ned in her 

arms, and tenderly embracing him, dried. 

We do, my love, we do know the value 

'Of the family that you leave; and it is 

the firil and the deareft virifli of my heart, 

that we fliould all become as one famUy 

,and as on£ hpufehold. This angel here, 

«s you fay, is your rightful owner, and we 

owehim more, on that account, than our 

whole fortune can pay, aad he ihall have 

you as long and as often as ever he plea£es ; 

.'but, for tlus night, mydailiag, it would 

^^e very unkind not to go with your good 

fiurfe,your true andloving mammy, who 

jias fuffered fo much for your fake j and 

^r cafe requires that we ihould take her 

immediately to the do&cr*s. 

Here Ned acquiefced ; and, having ta- 
Jcen a weeping leave of all the family^ 
'Hot forgeting the meaneft ieryatit in the 
houfe, he ftepped flowly into the coach, 
fat down by his nurfe, and away they 
drove. 

As foon as the family of the Fieldings 
weregone,Harry withdrew to his chamber 
and locked himfelf in, while Mr Fenton 
4weat to enfranchiie his late priibner. 

He 
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He firft returned the certificate to her, 
and then prefenting her wkh twenty gui* 
neas, he bowed and made a motion with 
fais hand to the door^ intimating that Ihe 
was at liberty to depart when ihe thought 
proper. 

Having looked feveral times^ with fi- 
lence ana furpiife^ now at Mr Fen ton, and 
again at the money, I ihould be very^ iil 
deferving of your bounty. Sir, fhe faid, 
ihould f attempt any longer toimpofe up- 
on you. I am not deaf as you fuppofed ; 
it ^Vas only an artifice which I made ufe of» 
when taken into cuftody, to avoid anfwer- 
ing queftions that might have brought a 
worthy family into difgrace. But you 
look fo altogether the gentleman and the 
'kind- hear tedChriflian, that I think I ought 
to have no referve of any kind toward 
you. 

Be pleafed then, faid Mr Fenton, as 
far as prudence will allow, to let me 
know who and what you are. 

I hope. Sir, Ihe replied, that I am very 
far from being what I was, otherwife I 
ihould be the very vileft of the vil^. 
Wherefore if you will allow a weakly 
woman to fit, I will tell you the whole of 
my (hort fiory, with the fame opennefe 
that I make confefiion of my fins to hini» 

from 
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from whom, alone, I tan look for remif« 
fion.^ . ' 

My maiden name was Fielding; my fa* 
therwas a gentlemanof large fortune and 
good repute ; h« had by my mother z 
. very worthy foh who inherits his eftate, 
and a very unworthy daughter who no\^ 
takes the fliame of confeffing her faults 
before you. 

' My mother was one of the hoiieft ol 
women, and brought me up, to the beft 
of her power, in hef own principles and 
pradrice ; but (he died when I was in thc^ 
thirteenth ydar, an age when the blood is 
in the tide of flow, before I had acquired 
. a due relifli for my duty, before the yoke 
of Chrift became eafy, or his burden de<» 
fightfome^ ' 

' My father then provided me a gover* 
nefs, a Woman well jQtilled in French and 
needle- work, and other fuch ihewy mat-* 
ters of accomplifhment ; a Woman alfo ol 
much apparent modefty and decorum^ 
though inwardly of a debauched and la« 
fcivious difpofition. 

There is nothing fo pernicious to the 
breeding arid morals of children, as their 
being permitted to keep kitchen>compa* 
pany, where high-fed huffeys and pam- 
pered fellows form a hot-bed of fteaming 
feniuality and guik» 

YoL^IIIf N My- 
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'. My govcrnefs, though fomething cU 
derly, took a liking to my father^s clerk,^ 
a modeft young man, whom, however, 
file had the art to feduce to her wanton^ 
purpofcs. 

In order to promote her intrigue, vin 
my fathcr^s abfence, at evenings, (he^ufed: 
to procure collations, and after we had 
cat and drank, to propofe plays^and other, 
matters of innocent merriment, as ihe 
called them. 

The chief of our men-fervants was one 
Guilliam Rampant, the butler, a comely 
robuft fellow, and one in whom my fa- 
ther had placed great truft. 

One night, as we were playing at Hide 
and Seek, this man watched the place 
where 1 fought to conceal mylelf, and 
coming foftly and fuddeQiy to me, he 
caught me up under one arm, and run«T 
ning with me to a difiant apartment, he 
th^e ruined me. 

A falfe fliame did^iot permit me to fay 
any thing of the matter ; and the villain 
had, afterwards, the iiifolence to threaten 
me, that, if I did not admit, him. to fur- 
ther familiarities, he would tell what had 
pafled, and expofe me to the family. 

At length, both the governefs and I 
proved with child, . of which the hpufe- 
keeper, in private, informed my father ; 

whereupon 
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'Whereupon my governcfs was turned 
with infamy out of doors, and I was 
locked up and confined in a wafte room. 

On the third day of my imprifonment 
my father entered, and having examined 
me with a ftern though fedate feverity, ott 
my knees, and with a^ flood of tears, I 
confefled the whole affair. 
' The butler was then fent for. Guil* 
liam, faid my father, if you do not dire£t« 
ly marry this ftru^mpet, I will hang yoa 
for a rape j but if you marry her, I will 
give you two hundred pounds to £et you 
going in fome poor way, on conditioti 
that i never fee the face of either pf yoa 
any more. 

The laft terms were immediately com* 
plied with. A licenfe was fent for. We 
were married in my father^s prefence. 
The money was paid down, and we were 
dirediy turned into the (breets. 

Upon this fmall fund, and about 2 
hundred and fifty pounds more which my 
huiband had faved of his vails and wages; 
he iet up a gaming tavern, to which 
there was great refort, and as he was a 
very bold, feniible, and enterprifing man» 
he became extremely agreeable to num- 
bers ot his cuftoners, among wiiom 
there were many perions of fortune and 
diltia^on. ^ 



^ 
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At length U)e time of my latew aph 
proached. I lay, for a fortnight^ in ago* 
pies that admitted of Httle intemiffion# 
My child died within mt,, and waa 
brought into the world piecemeaU 

llanguiihed, for three months after 
ic> delivery^ without being able to quit 
niybed ; and the remembrance of th^ 
pangs ajid miferies that I endured caiifed 
xne to vow, uithin myfelf, that I would 
sever more have any commerce witb 
inankind* 

. On my recovery, therefore, I daily re^ 
jeAed the cireiles of my hu&and, and^ 
^very night, 1 bolted myfelf into my 
chamber; whereupon he began to behave 
liimfelf with great coldnefs and diftancer 
toward me, and to frequent (he compar- 
xiy of common and lewd women. 
: In about fourteen oE^ontha. after my 
marriage, my hu&and had a. run of dice 
againft him, whereby he loft to the amount 
of fifteen hundred pbunds ; and as he had 
pot wherewithal to dilcharge the fall fum» 
lie determined, at all events, to pay to th^ 
lafl penny of his debts of honour, as he 
calltd them. Hereupon he began to raife 
contiibutions on Ihe public, and^ after 
feveral very bold and fuccefsf ul exploits, 
bis perfon became notorious, and he was 
takeut from amidfi his light honourable 

aflodatesy 



This FOOL or QUAtlTY; i ^p 

affociates, at a gaming-table in London; 
conveyed to Newgate, tried, convi6ledf 
and executed at Tyburn. 

Upon this, all our fubflance was imn)&» 
diately feized by creditors, or by the offi« 
cersof the iheriff; and I was turned into 
an unknown world, without any thing to 
fuftain me, iavea few {hillings in my pock* 
et, and the iingle fuit of doaths which I 
happened to have on my back. 

1 forgot to tell you, my dear Sir, that 
my. worthy but afflicted father had died 
before this period ; and this ought to have 
been the greateft of aiQidtons to myfelf : 
but the feafon of my feelings was not yet; 
come; and* I barely. dropt a flight tear^ 
without any ienfe of remorfe fox having 
been, in all likelihood, his principal ex-* 
ccutionen 

As my brother was now the only per* 
ion, upon earth, to whom 1 had any right 
to apply for fupport ; I accordingly went: 
to his houfe with an anxious beating heart, 
and fent him in a written ftate of my very 
deplorable cafe. But his anfwer wa»y^ 
that, if ever 1 ihould again appear before 
hia doors, he would take me up as a va- 
gabond, and traniport me to the plantar* 
tions. 

Wholly defperate by this difalppoint* 
fne&t> and fiioiulated almoft to frenzy, my 

H^ bloo4 
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blood boiled in my veins. The horridi 
thoughts of vengeance could sdoneafiuage 
my raging fpirit; and I refolved to com* 
pafs my ends by poifon, by dagger, or 
any the fpeedieft means. For I lookird 
/Upon my brother as a robber, who had 
fpoiled me of my title to my father's af« 
fe£Kon and inheritancet 

For this accurfed purpofe it was nece& 
fary to get near him. . I fold my cloaths^ 
and having difguifed myfelf in the dreft 
of a charwoman, I engaged as a fervant 
in a cellar over the way. 
: From this place I oldferved an infant of 
about two years old, who> at times, was 
bronght to the door by the hand of his 
Durfe -r and I learned that he^was the on** 
ly child of my brother, and that the livei 
of his parents were wrapt up in him* 

Here I conceived I had found an objeft 
on whom I might execute my revenge, 
"with better fafety to my own perfon, and 
greater torture to my adveriary, than by 
isny other method that invention could 
itipply . 1 1 heref ore couched on my watcji^ 
3ike a lionefs for her prey, and fpying 
the child alone) I ibot acrofs the ftreet, 
caught him up in my arms, and away I 
flew. X ^ 

* I haftened with iiim as fail as I could 
till I reached the fields. 1 then got under 
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t ditch, and ftripped hitn of fais gay raw 
ment v^hich I folded in a handkerchief; 
4tnd having cut in pieces an old petticoaf* 
and tadced it about him, I made my way 
to a cabin where they fold fmali ale and 
ijpirits, and there took up my lodging$ 
for the firil night, 

' I believe. Sir, I am the greateft inftance, 
that ever was, of the length to which hu- 
man nature can go in reprobacy, when 
abandoned by God, and unviiited by hi$ 
gracious motions in the heart. The ftrong 
bent which my mother had given me to 
religion xaufed me only to recoil with 
the greater force ; and, when my fath^ 
caft me off, 1 even reproached my God, 
and W3S at enmity with him for having 
fuffered me tOt fall into my fir ft offence 
againft virtue. 

i was yet urged and carried further 
down the hill^ of perdition, by the ex* 
ample of the licentious fet of profligates 
that daily and nightly frequented my huf« 
hand's houfe ; infomuch that, in time I 
began to rtlifli their profanenefs, and my 
tongue, as well as my. ear, at length, be«- 
came accuftomed to oaths and execra- 
tions ; a vice, of all others, the moil un^^ 
natural,. moft fiiocking, and aUiorred ia 
ouriex. 

Id 
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' In fine^ I becadie an alien and even aa 
enemy to all goodnefs ; and I wotdd wUlt 
, mgly hate been a party in any kind of wicki». 
ediiefs, fave that of perfotial proftkution ; 
and this I avoided merely for f e.ar of a 
fecond childbirth^ whigh I dreaded| morc( 
than I dreaded the torments of hell. 

How pitiaUe, then, muft have been the 
cafe of the pnhappy infant who had fall*< 
en into my cruel gripe. I oftea^fuffered 
him, on purpofe, to weep for hunger^ 
and then would laOi him for crying^ that 
I might pleafc myfeif, as it were, with the 
miferies of my brother in the perfon of 
his child. 

For four years and nine months I led a 
wandering and mendicant life, in which 
trade my little nephcw^i:^w very fuccefiV 
ful and uieful to me, lo that 1 began to 
abate of my lieverity toward him. Ijetcft- 
ed by my relations, and outcalt from tho 
worlds I cared for nothing but lelf ; and 
nightly iiidulged my appetite with thc^ 
bell vi6kials^ and liquor that my pocket 
^ould afibrd,h*om tiicifluesot my own per 
titionsandoi thofe ot ai) feilow-travellen 

One day having puffed through £nfield^ 
where 1 had railed foxne petty contriou* 
tions, 1 (p.ed an ii>f ant .on a bank, at a 
diftance from any Houie, <iud iiiftajiitly tkc 

pio^edk 
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pTojeft oecurred of cxading tbe larger 
charities by his means. I looked aboaC^ 
and thinking that I was not obferved, I 
caught the chil^d up^ and ran off with all 
my fpeed. But 1 had not gone far, when 
I heard a man ihouting after me, and per* 
ceived that I was puriued. Thereupon I 
caft down the child> with my pouch of 
provifions ; and leaving little Ned behind 
me alfo, I made the beil of my way thro' 
the cppofite thicket. 

: As my terrors continued, I continued 
to run, till 1 was all in a glow and faint 
with fatigue ; but ftill keeping forward^ 
though Uower and flower, God conduced 
me within fight of the parfQnage*houlc 
of Mr Catharines^ which 1 reached with 
much difficultyi and then funk away on 
the threihoid. 

I knew nothing further of what pafied, 
tin I found myfelf in a warm though 
<oatrfe bed, with one woman holding a bot- 
tle of ialts to my nofe, and another pre^ 
Anting me with a cordial. 1 looked a/» 
bout and found my(elf fomething revived; 
but, on the fight of fome meat which waa 
brought to me, I again fainted. 

Within fome hours after, I was feized 
with pains in all my bones, and fell into 
a raging though intermitting fever. Mr 
Catharinesi^ who was phyfician to the bo^ 

die 
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dies as well as fouls of all his flock, vifit** 
ed and prefcribed for me, and had me 
attended with great humanity. 
. On the third night, I dreamed that an 
invifible hand came» and feizing me by a 
fiogle hair of my he^d, hurried me aloft^ 
through the regions of the air, till it held 
me right over a fiery gulf^ in the pinnae 
des of whofe flakes a variety of daemons 
appeai^ed to hover, the horridnefs of whofe 
figures was indefcribable to ears of fleih 
!»Dd blood. They all feemed to ftruggle 
toward me, and to flretch forth their fangs 
to receive me j while my hufband, Guil^ 
liam Kampant,. afcended fsviftly in the 
audli, and^ ruihing up with a pair of 
iOieerSr cut the hair that with* held me ia 
twain ; io down I thought I fell, and, gtr 
\ing.a gieat ihriek, I awakened to dark? 
Beis and inexpreffible horrors* 

Though n.o light was in the room, my 
coufcious fpiric fupplied the office. AU 
tny tranfgreffions arofe minutdy and di- 
fiiudlyto memory. They appeared fub- 
ildntially, as lo many fiends, within me 
and round about me^ and 1 fell into aa 
agony that thiew me into a fit. 

1 awoke again before morning, but 
without any abatement of my terrors or 
deiperation. Tne iormer objedls continur 
ed to preient themielves bciore me; a^cj, 

• ^ no 
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fio Icrnger able to fupport exiftence, I gro^ 
ped about for a knife, or other inftrumentr 
erf feifVdeftruftion ; for I faid to myfelf, 
perhaps death may bring reft to the wea^ 
ry and overladen, or, at le^ft^ afford fotntf 
refpite before the fearful judgment of 
final condemnation. So, finding no other 
means that fuited my defperate purpofe I 
grafpedmy neck in my handstand exerted 
my force to flrangle my fcif ; but nature 
proved repugnant to the completion of ati 
office againft herfelf, and 1 funk from my 
agonies into a fecond fit. 

On the breaking of the day Mr Catha* 
rines entered; but, ^s the room was dark- 
ened, I did not know^ who he was. He 
approached my bed/ and taking hold of 
my hand, he fighed and faid. You are very 
ill, poor woman, exceeding ill, indeed ! 
you have more need of a phyfician for 
your foul, than your body ; if you pleafe 
then I will kneel down and pray with yoii 
and for you, that God may receive yout 
departing fpirit. 

' O no, Sir, 1 cried, I cannot pray ; even 
to hear a prayer would be worfe than bell 
to me. 1 have no God, no Saviour, they 
have long fince departed from me ; I am a 
finner to whdm hope can never come ; 
Omnipotence itfelf can do nothing . for 
me; I feel that, if 6od would, he can- 
not 



fsf th6 pool og qualitt; 

not favc me, except be were to creatcr 
me over again. 

And he caa create you over agaidy 
cried the good Mr Catharines \ even in 
this infiant he can make you a nevir na« 
ture and a new creature ; he can fave you 
from all yout fins by an inward falva- 
tion, by pouring the abundance of him-* 
felf into your bofom. \ 

O Sir, i exclaimed, you do not know 
bow vile i am. Even now I an) in hell ; 
the fiends have the property and pofie£» 
iion of me. O, if any fingle fi>ul were 
to fiiffer, for everlafting, what 1 fufiered 
laft night, better it were that creation 
had never been. 

Here I recounted to him my dream » 
with the agonies that I felt, and my at^ 
tempt to deftroy myfdf ; when the com^ 
forting faint cried out, Good hopes, good 
hopes; very excellent hopes, indeed! 
Thefe are firong and bleiTed compunc^ 
tions. I. fee that the Saviour of finners 
is determined not to lofe you. Be of 
good cheer! here, take this Jjulip to re«> 
cruit your wearied fpirits, that you may 
Ik able to lay open the woundings of 
your foul to the minifl:ering phyfician of 
your desur and loving Lord. 

But, do you think, Sir, faid I, that 
thereifiany hope for me ! Hope, cried he t 

there 
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tliere is affurance, more ftable than the 
inarble foundations of the earth ! God i$ 
all love ; he is nothing but love ; he ne- 
ver lejiefted any that once turned untQ 
hi n. His incarnation, his whole tafk and 
bufinefs upon earth, his ftifferings and 
crucifixion, his agonies and death, were 
trholen and embraced by him, for the love 
an'i fake of finners. it is in the regions 
i^t (inning Nephthali, in the darkneis and 
fhadow of death, that the^^ight of the 
loving J & s V % delights to fpring up. But 
come, my dear iiUer, tell me who and 
what you are ? Lay open, with truth and 
honeity, the manifold diftempers of your 
fin-fick foul; your weaknefs, your po- 
verty, your nakednefs, your pollutions^ 
your errors, and your emptinefb; and 
he, who ihineth m darknefs, will defcend 
into you, my fifter, and wiil be your 
firength, and the riches of pardoning 
mercy to you ; and will Cover your na« 
kednefs> and purify your pollutions, and 
turn your frrors into reditude, and your 
emptinefs into the f ulnefs of the joy and 
glory of your GOdl 

Here I made him a full recital of all 
the paffages of my life, as openly, but 
much more minutely, than I have d )ne to 
your honour. Never was man fo affeded.- 
lie groaned, he fobbed aloud, he wet his 

Vol. lUt* O hand. 
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handkerchief with his tears» as though it 
had been drenched in the river. ^ 

As foon as 1 had concluded, Do you 
Tiot know me then ? he cried, (breaking 
afreih into tears), do you not know me, 
Mrs Phaebe? Know you not Marmaduke 
Catharines, your brother's tutor and your 
tutor, the man from whofe lips you ufed 
to imbibe inftruftion with fo much avi- 
dity ? Ah, had I Itayed, nothing of this 
^ould have happened; but your brother 
got me prefented to a rich living here, 
and fo I left my vineyard and the fruits 
thereof unguarded 1 O that curfed Ram- 
pant ! I left my Iamb to the voracious and 
remorfelefs wolf !- — From your infancy, 
Mrs Pbabe, you were the darling of my 
affeftions; the day did not fcem to fliine 
in which I faw you not. Your fmiles 
cheared my fpirit, and your unaffeded 
graces played round my heart. 

Your brother, too, faw and approved 
my paffion for you. What happinefs 
did he not promife to himfclf in our u- 
nion ! We will be brothers, he cried, my 
Catharines, folding me faft in his arins ; 
we will be brothers in reality, as well as 
inclination ! 

But thofe blifsful projefts foon vanilh« 
cd away. You were feduced, my daugh- 
^r, you were feduced from your duty, 

from 
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from your God ^nd your lover. Your 
brother writ me an account of your fatal 
falling away ; and I fpent my nights in 
tears, and my days in angmfh. 

Ah, how you are altered evep in perfon 
and afped ! I could not hare known you 
again. Sin hath taken away the innocence 
and fweetnefs of your countenance, and 
fpread a cloudinefs and flain in the place 
thereof. But, you are returned, my childy ^ 
you are returned to virtue and piety, to 
yourfelf and to your God ! and he will 
once more beautify you, and make yoUf 
as the King's daughter, all glorious with- 
in, and deck you with living fapphirest 
even the nlorning-ftars of the preparatioa 
of the appearance of j£sus ! 

While the holy man fpoke, the nether 
milftone of my heart began to diOblve $ 
my agonies and terrors departed fronoi 
me; my bread began to heave with a 
kindly though fad emotion ; and a tor« 
rent of tears greatly eafed my dillemper^ 
both of body and mind. 

Mr Catharines, as I afterwards learn- 
ed, on hearing of my doleful mifcarriage, 
had vowed to himfelf, in fecret, never co 
have commerce with womankind. 

A widowed lady, however, of larg:e 
fortune and liberal education, but mucii 
advanced in years, happened to veiide ia 

O a the 
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the neighbourhopd. She was firft caught 
by the fimpie though aflPefling piety of 
his difcourfes from the pulpit. She vifit- 
cd, and was vifited by him. She was then, 
further charmed by the luftre of his fen- 
timents, the fanftitude of his manners,, 
and thrfweetnefs of his difpofition. Sir, 
faid fhe to him one day, I am, by birthj^ 
a iereigncr, and neither have children} 
xor any relation of my blood, in this king- 
dom, who, on my deceafe, may put in for 
a title to my fortune. I blufli not to tell 
ynu, that, if I were young and beautiful^ 
you are the man of the world whom I 
would have chofcn for my hufband. Bufc 
my defefts take nothing from your great 
merits. You are as precious in my eyes,, 
as if I were deter ving of you ; and I am 
defirous ot riiaking you my own for life,, 
provided you f a ear to me, before the nup- 
tial knot is tied, that my fortune, my 
company, and my obedience, are all that 
ever you will require from me m right of 
our marriage. You fhall live, and fliall 
be as an only fon to me ; and I will have 
for you, at once, all the duty of a wife,, 
and the tendernefs of a mother. 

I am not infenfible of what gibers may 
fay, refpefting the impropriety of certain 
appetites at my years ; but I trufi, by my 
^conduA, to dilabufe their opinion, and ta 

caufe 
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eanfe all occafion of ftutnblingy ia my 
neighbour, to ceafe. . 

In the mean time, my" two capital pro" 
fpecls will be compa^ffed by this fcheme j 
the one, of givinfg myfelf a legal title to 
your company ; the other, of givibg yott 
a legal title to my fortune.. 

A propofal, .for fuch a fpecies of mar* 
riage, anfwered cxaftly to Mr Catharines 
vow of celibacy r The lady, though con>* 
fiderably upward of fixty, {hone in all 
the graces and attracfttons df youth, ex-- 
cepting only thofe perfonal allurments to» 
tohcupifc^cnce^ toward which Mr Catha- 
rines had refolved on an averfion ; he- 
could therefore form no rational objedioa 
to the fcheme ;. and, within a; few weeks^ 
they were privately married.- 

While I wepr^ as I told you. Sir, under* 
a kindly remorfe for my manifold ofFences, 
Mr Catharines kneeled down and poured 
forth his prayers beiide me^ with an clo* 
cution fo warm^ and £0 depply affeding, 
as entered and foarch^d through my heart 
and my reins, and feemed to tear out, by 
the roots> all the evil that was in mc. 

As foon as he had ended, and that C 
had thanked him^ with word^ half fuf-^ 
iocated, for the gracioufnefs of his con-^ 
Iblations, Mrs Catharines caine in. Would^ 
you tiieu> Sir^. laid Ihe, would you mono^* 

O 3 police 
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polize all the charities ? will you not fi^ 
fcr a fitter near the Throne of Grace, who 
may afEft in the under-fervices to thefer* 
vants of our mailer ? 

My dear, faid he tenderly, I was^ about 
to requeftyour prefence. Here lies on the 
bed of ficknefs, and perhaps of deaths 
the daughter of my patron, the fifter of 
my friend, and once the deareft obje<9r 
©f ray aflFedions and profjp'ecte for Kfe*. 
Pray order a chamber for her more be- 
coming her fiation, and my debts to her 
family.- 

She, inftantly, went out with alacrity,, 
and whthout reply ; and, within a few mi- 
nutes, feveral female fervants entered,, 
•who, gently wrapping me in the clbaths 
wherein Hay, conveyed roe to a bed ready 
iheeted and warmed, that flood in afmalL 
.but decent apartment. 

i\& foon as I was placed^ Mrs Cathap 
Tines came up, and ftooping, tenderly 
.kifl'ed me and faid, G©d be very gracious- 
unto you, my daughter ! 

Here I was tieated with an attention 
and delicacy, that joined with, my evil 
deeds to put me to utter fhame. How- 
ever, I began to recover apace, and with- 
in a few (iays was able to fit up, . 

On ti}€ feventh night I had a very fid^ 
gular dream or vifion, wj^h will never 

depart 
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d^cpart my memory ; and which, I truft^ 
through life and death, will prefcrve its^ . 
happy and comforting influence upon me^^ 

Methought I walked, with vaft crowds 
of fine and merry people, along a road of 
-a gentle and pleafant defcent, made eafy 
to the foot like the mall in London. 

On a fudden, my hufband Guilliam. 
'Rampant ftood befide me. I furveyed-' 
him with a delight that I had never 
known before. He fcemed to furpafs in 
beauty all the perfons around us ; his gar- 
ments were embellilhed with gold and 
gems, and his countenance ihone with a. 
wonderful luftrc. 

Come, Miis Phabe, faid he, gracefully 
taking me by the hand, come with me* 
to yonder paradife, where i will weave 
a garland for you of never-fading fl^wers^ 
and lead you to fruits or a heavenly fla- 
vour. Immediately, a vail garden open-' 
ed its blooius and incomparaole beauties. 
to my quickened i^n agination, fae 6- 
dours thereof perfuined the air, far aiid 
wide, and the burdened trees reaciiod 
forth fruits of irreiillible te.nptatioa. 

My hufband then plucked, and gave 
me to cat of the cluilers of the grapj and 
apples of the pine, which I feized and de- 
voured with an intemp :rate relitii ; vviien^ 
bappeoing to look down, l perceiv;;d cnat 

he 
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he had- got the legs and hoofs of a Goat, 
and It inftantly occurred that he could be 
no other than the tempter of our firft pa>- 
rents* Terrified alrnof): to death, I did 
not dare to fpeak out ; but, lifting up my 
lieart in a fecret prayer, he and his parar 
dife immediately vanifhed* 

At once I found myfelf in a vaft and 
dreary wildernefs, whofe tre^s were baf- 
ren of fruits, and the brambles of berries > 
through >^hich there was no path, and 
from whence there was no outlet. Go tcr 
what fide I would, I had fcarce made my 
way through one thicket when I was pre- 
fented with another; till, being fpent 
with fatigue, I defpaired of any deliver- 
ance, and fat me dow» to die. 

Soon after, methought, Mr Catharines^ 
approached, in mean and begga^red appa- 
rel, but with a majeftic and Itern coun- 
tenance. Wretch I he cried, are you at 
length come to a knowledge of the eviB 
of )our ways? are you now come to a^ 
^fenfe of your vile and forlorn eftate ? do' 
you find at laft that I, alone, can be your 
ftay and your helper i So faymg, he feized'^ 
xne by the hand, and his touch firlled my 
frame with confidence and delight. We* 
role into the air, we moved together over 
a boundlefs track of defart, from whence^ 
the lions roaied and the wolves bayed 

atr 
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at us. At length we alighted at the eii- 
trance of a narrow path, that led up the 
afccnt of a mountainous country. The 
nearer fide was covered with clouds, and 
blafted by tempeft, through which the 
farther part feemed to gleam with a faint 
radiance that promifed the riling day. 

Courage ! faid my conduftor, we muft 
afcend this mountain, in fpite of all oppo- 
fition J in fpite of the toils, the difficul-^ 
ties, and dangers ; the pains, calamities, 
diftreffes and difcouragements of theway*- 
No obftacles, I cried, fhall appal or dif- - 
courage me j I will rejoice in diftreflea 
and pains, while I have you by my fioc 

Hereupon I felt wonderful ftrength and 
alacrity ; 1 ran up the afcent with a willr 
ing and eager pace, and prppofed in a few 
minutes to reach the top. But, alas ! I 
was widely out in my account. The way 
became ilraiter, and fteeper, and rougher.. 
I began to tail through fatigue, and the 
edged flints tore my ttet, and marked my 
footfteps with blood. Ah ! Sir, I cried,, 
this is very grievous indeed. Peace, faid 
he, it is very ialutary ; thefe flints are your 
Isindeft friends, your trueft phyficians ;, 
and the wounds that they give your body 
will be more than the balm of Gilead to 

* 

the healing of your foul. I then fum* 
Baoncd aU my powers, and proceeded, 

thougha 
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though with much anguilh, which often 
compelled me to lean, with all my weight, 
upon my compaqion. 

At length we came to a pafs that was 
thick list, and interwoven with briars and 
thorns, and, feeing no way, I made a full 
flop. Good cheer, cried my guide ! this 
muif^aUo be traverfed ; there is no quail- 
ing now, you muft endure to the end, my 
daughter. The thorn was pronounced 
a curfe to the fir ft Adam and his pofteri* 
ty, but youF fecond Adam has made it 
a wreath of living brightnefs : thefe ac- 
cordingly, are ajfj^ointed to twift the gar- 
land of your bltfiednefs, and to make 
you a partaker of their crown of eternal 
glory. 

Revived by this pf omife, I rufhed into 
the midfi, and firuggled to get forward, 
though (creaming with anguifh: but, 
when the thorns rent my Ikin, and en- 
tered into my body and foul, and lodged 
their ftings within me^ I could endure no 
longer J but cafting myfelf on my con- 
ducior, O that death, that death, I cried, 
would put an end to my luflferingbl He 
thtii turned and Imiled upon me, and, 
taking me under his army bore me harm- 
Itfs tiirough the reniaiuder ; then, feat* 
ing mc on a bank, he placed himfelf be* 
£ae me. 

WbUe 
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While I fat, ftill P^tii^iiig with pain and 
fatigue, he bent forward, and pulled oflF 
his fandals, I then faw the large wounds 
that the fpike had made. My fpirit in- 
ftantly told me, that it was my Lord him- 
felf, under the form of his minifter. I 
threw myfelf proftrate before him. My 
bofom opened wide ; and taking hold of 
his feet, covered with duft as they were, 
1 prefled then^ to my heart, and would 
have thruft them into my foul ; when, on 
their touch, I felt fuch an ecftatic tranf- 
port, that, if I had not awoke, my body 
could no longer have retained my fpirit, 
it mud inftantly have iiTued to him who 
breathed it. 

The confolation of this dream greatly 
firengthened and reftored me, and I ha« 
ilened to get up, that I might delight my* 
felf with ferving the fervants of my bene- 
faclors. 

When Mrs Catharines rofe, flie found 
me bufied in the bafeft employments of 
the kitchen. Shelbokcdaftonifhed. Why, 
my dear, flie cried, would you demean 
yourfelf in this manner ? O, Madam, I 
replied, I befecch you to leave me to my 
own confcience ; it tells me that even this 
office is much too honourable for me. 

When breakfaft was ready, Mr Catha- 
lines came in from his morning's walk of 

meditation. 
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xneditation. As he entered^ I caft myfelf 
before him, and, clafping his knees, cried, 
How bleffed are the feet of hi in who 
bringeth good tidings of falvation to fin- 
nersT but, above all, bleffed is he who 
beai eth in bis own perfon the image and 
impreffion of the Prince of peace ! Being 
much furprifed and abaflied at my manner 
of falutation, he demanded the reafon of 
it, and I told my dream; whereupon they 
vere fo affected, that they both fhed tears 
of tender congratulation. 

I have already told you. Sir, that Mr 
Catharines was phyiician to the bodies as 
well as fouls of all his pariihioners ; I 
mignt have added, to all the country a* 
bout him. 

For this purpofe, he provided a little 
kind of apothecary's fiiop where he kept 
all manner of drugs for the fick, as well 
as matters of furgery for the fore and the 
wounded. On thefe occafions I became 
his principal deputy and afliflant I was, 
mylelf, otten allonilhed at the effefts of 
my application in tnis way. I icarce re- 
member an inflance wherein L failed of 
fuccefs. A fpirit of healing feemed to 
accompany my walks. I have frequently 
cured thofe who were given up as irre- 
coverable by the doctors and furgeons. 
And I never had fuch heart-felt delight 

as 
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n when, on my knees, I bathed the feet 
of the fick, or waihed the ulcers of the 
beggar; for in them, methought, the 
great Phy ficiati of fin-fick fouls lay before 
me^ who had healed my own woundings 
and done away my'tranfgreffions. 

I Ihould have told you, Sir, that whetl 
Mr Catharines heard that I had ftolen and 
dropped my little nephew^ the only child 
of his beft and moil beloved friend, he^ 
that very day, difpatched a number of 
emiffaries to Enfield, and throughout aH 
the adjacent country, with orders to mske 
the moft diligent fearch amd inquiry after 
him; but, suas! all our pains and folici^ 
tudes, both then and afterward, proved 
fruitlefs. This coft me day and night 
fecret deldges of tears, and ferved to em-> 
bitter the happieft life that otherwife» 
perhaps, could be fpent upon earth. 

About three months ago, Mrs Gatha*^ 
rines began to decline, and peaceably- 
dropped, like over- ripe fruit, into the lap 
of our general mother. 

^ir Catharines had often defined my 
permiffion to write to my brother in my 
favour ; but, confcious of the injury that 
I had done him in the perfon of his child, ^ 
1 had hitherto declined the propoUl. At 
length, iiowever, I determined to throw 

y lelf at his feet, and xioofcb nay gdik, 
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though tvithout any profpeftof obtainingf- 
his pardon ; perhaps, faidi, he may think 
on feme more fuccefsful means for the 
difcovcry of his ion, than we have yet hit 
upon. My ben ef aft or approved of my 
refolution ; he wrote a letter to my bro- 
ther by me ; and within a few days, 1 feC 
out in his chaife for London. 

On the road, I took it into my head 
once more to make trial of my brother's 
nature, and to prefient myfelf before him 
as an objeft of his charity. For this pur- 
pofe I difmiffed the chaife at St Alban's. 
1 alfb fent back my little baggage with an' 
account of my project in a note to Mr 
Catharines, and retained nothing but this 
poor garb that I have on. 

On that night I was taken fuddenly and 
extremely ill of a colic, and could keep 
nothing in my ftomach for the fix follow- 
ing days. 1 fent to London' for a phyfician^ 
who attended and prefcribed for me ; and 
by the t^me I was able to creep abroad, 
^hat with fees to the dodor, the apothe« 
cary's bill, and a fliil more exoibitant 
bill from the landlord, 1 had fcarce three 
fixpences left to bear my charges to the 
city. With that fum, however, I fet for- 
ward on foot; but, finding myfelf flifl 
very weak and fickly, I was tempted to 
repine for not having brought more mo- 
ney 
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Bey from home; but, again, I remem- 
bered tfiat my mailer had told me, that 
fufferings were the beft friends and phiy- 
ficians to fuch a finner. 1 was, thereror?, 
content and pleafed to be once more re- 
duced to the lowed ftate of be^giry; 
and, after three days fore travel, God 
-was pleafed to conduct me to your cha- 
ritable door. 

This, Sir, is the letter which my friend 
•wrote in my favour to my brother. You 
fee it is open ; but, before you read it, 
1 ought to account to you, for fome 
touches of uncommon tendernefs, which 
•Mr Catharines has exprefled towards me. 

Some weeks after the funeral of his 
lady, he and I ftood chatting in the front 
of the houfe. The evening w^s exceed- 
ing pieafant, and the maids fat finging 
and milking the cows before us ; whea 
the great bull, fuddenly tearing up the 
ground with his feet, ran furiouHy at his 
matter. On feeing him approach, I ihriek- 
ed and ruflied into the houfe ; but, o-3fer- 
ving that Mr Catharines did not follow; 
1 turned and ran as precipitately out a- 
gain* There I faw that the terrible crea- 
ture had pinned him up, between his 
horns, againil the wall, at which he but- 
ted with all his force. 

}^ z Thea 



I7« Thi fool of QUAUTT. 

Then, caftiDg fear afide» I fprung Hp^ 
and, feizing the bull by one of his homs^ 
wculd have torn him away from my dear 

rrctc ftor. Bu t» my firength not availing', 
ca¥ight his ear in my mouth, and bit it 
thi ough and through, while I endeavour^ 
ed to tear out his eyes with my nails. 
. In the ncean time, a tittle favourite m»- 
iliff, fcarce bigger* than two fifis, came 
happily out, and, leaping up, caught the 
snonftious animal by the nofe, where* 
upon he gave a hideous' roar, and, fiin^ 
icg away, ran kicking and leaping about 
the yard. 

I remembered nothing more till|I ai» 
woke from a fwoon, and perceived that 
Mr Catharines fat befide me. He held 
one of my hands, which he had waihed 
with his tears, and which, at times, he^ 
prefied ta his lips, and again to his 
bofom. 

'>^hen he had prevailed upon rae 
to fwallaw a fpoon&l of cordial, O my 
Fhaebe, ray Phsebe, he cried, you have 
this day ofiered up your precious life, a 
vidim for the prefervation of mine ; and, 
from this day forward, * my life, and all 
that I am, is your profSerty for ever* But 
tell me, my i:'i)debe, whence could you get, 
in amomentsfuch altonilhmg intrepidity? 
lio w attain to the power ot a£Ung againfk 

fiAturCii 
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nature^ the conftitutional terrors and de* 
licacies of your fex ? Ah, Sir, I replied^ 
the book of life tells us, that ** perfect 
•* love cafteth fear away.'* 

From that time Mr Catharines earneft* 
]y preffed me to marriage*. My firft, and 
my laft, and my only love, he would fay; 
you know that in womankind I can love 
nothing but you* Your whole image» 
your every feature is impreiTed upon my 
foul ; I am already wedded to them, they 
are infeparable from my being. Why thea 
do you wiihtohave me caft forth from my 
fpecies,as a withered )>ranch, without any 
•kind of fruit, without one, the lead little 
^ae, to bind us up together, and car- 
ry us down topofterity r O, Sir, I would 
then fay, let not our nuptials be fujlied 
by any gloom or regret ; let me fir ft be 
conciicd, ir pofliole, to my brother, and 
then difpofe of me as you pleafe; it is' 
your right £0 to do. 

1 thank you, madam, faid Mr Fenton^ 
I thank you for your very a&cUng, and 
fiill iiiore edifying narrative; and I wiil 
endeavour to recompence you for tiie 
trouble that 1 have given you, by being; 
the bearer of very happy tidings* Your 
little nephew has lived witU me almoil 
ever fiace you loft him. He has received 
an cducatioa becoming hh family, and 

t i wa* 
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wa» this day dtfcoYered aad te&oreit^ 
his parents,. 

My God» iiiy Ghrift, ffie exclaimed^ 
what a wonder is hereh Howare-blmd an<f 
erring mertals, wilfully bUnd and wilfallji^ 
crrirg^.dtferving of fueb a elue a& thiar ta 
guide them t My nephew alive an4 weU^ 
difcovered and Fefioced thk very day t0> 
his trueparents!-^Ian) confounded^ Iztst 
crulhed to the centre beneath the weight 
of thy benefits^ 0» thou overflowing Fouiw 
tain of meiey and griice I 

Ncw^ Hiadam^ fald Mr Fen ton, now it 
is at your ekflion to reveal or fupprefsthe- 
affair r^fpecling your nephew^ i^know^ 
Sir, fh&repliedv you fri&pofed this onl^ 
to try Qr>e; I defiie no advantage frooit 
fraud or difguife, and could I be fo bafe^ 
this letter, aa ) ou will find, would dete£b 
and betray me* 

Mr Fen ton. ihtU: unfolded: the ktt^^ 
^jxd read asfoUawa:. 

%Oi Edward; F-i:e la d i^n g, Efq^ 

Friend:^ and brother of my fbul,. 

^ I: have x)ften/ reproii^d, and always^ 
^^ deteiied),thatcru^and ioipiou&cuftonfti: 
^- 6F cafiing off: our friends, or kindredy. 
*«^ on account of thair errors or frailty^y^ 
c^ 01* €Lv>eA, of thdi; iaH fcom honpui:)». 

« Thi» 
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•• This Cuftem h more cfpccially con- 
•* demnable knd pernicious, when it a6- 
•* fefts the more tender and more pitiable 
•* fcx: the indifcretion of their neareflu 
•* friendls begins the alarm ; the world 
** follows, and incres^fes the cryj the- 
^^ wretches, Uke marked deer, are driveiL 
•« forth to the'hounds, and muft fpeedily 
^ become a prey to famisie and death, oc 
^ for ever be precluded from aay retura 
•* to virtue. 

•* Had you*, my ^ar brother,, had you^ 
•« given that charity to your only fiftef 
** which you ilightly thi^ow to a common. 
•« beggar, yoa miglU have faved her foul 
^ alive^ and have continued a- happy pa^ 
^ rent of a promifing fon at this dayv 
^ She refented your treatment, Ihc rent: 
•* your child from'you j. you^ merited the^ 
•« motive,, but. i am. grieved at the cpa-i^ 
•* fequence.. 

«< As God has been' pleaied wonder*^ 
«< fully to rcftore your filler to virtue,s 
•« flie woukl rejoice to reft ore your fon- 
•*' to you;, bat it is not in her power; he 
•* llrayed from her within forac miJes off 
•« this place : we have ufcd all pbffible: 
^ means to recover him, butin v^ain•;.andl 
« his lofi hath coft her fcas of tears^ and. 
^ jeaca of aQ§fiiih,. 

«* Receive: 
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•* Receive her, then, as a precious pearl 
<* from the bottom of the deep» as a 
^* calket of gold and jewels recovered 
^< from (hip wreck. She was dead, but is 
^* alive again ; fhe was loft, but is found, 
^^ Receive her then, I fay, as an angel of 
*< God, fent on purpuie CO effect your 
^ own falvatioQ. 

^ I know not how it comes to pafs that 
f < great finners often become the greeted 
<< of laints ; and, in a year, a month, a 
<>« day, exceed in growth and ftature a 
«• long life of Icifurely righteoufnefs* 
»* Their bows, as it fliould feem^ being 
** flrongly bent the adverfe way, they 
*« dart forward with the greater ftrcngth 
<< and rapidity. It is even fo with our 
^< precious Fhaebe. She is become a gen* 
^ tie flame of the divine loves and chari* 
^ ties* While ihe ftands upoh earth, and 
<* bends, in her lowlineis, beneath all 
••♦ creatures^ the moon of changeable 
:^ things is put under her feet. She treads^ 
** as it were, upon the ftars of the galaxy; 
^ and 1 behold, at a diilance, and revere 
** the glory of her ileps* 

*^ Receive her then, 1 fay again, as the 
^ deareii boon and blefiing that Heaven 
^ can beftow. But, O, leiiore her ta 
^ iue J give her to mc> ac(;urding to prt}- 
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^* mife, that flie may affift to condud me 
^ to that kingdom of little children^ 
^ whereof (he is a blefled inhabitant at 
.<< this very day, 

«< Yours, &c# 

M. CathakIkes^^ 

You fee. Sir, faid Mrs Phacbc fmiling^ 
you fee that Mr Catharines mud be a 
lover, by the extravagance of his praife* 
I fee, madam, faid Mr Fenton, that he 
defervedly loves j and greatly deferves. 
alfo to be beloved. But, madam,^ if you 
will be ruled by my advice, you will 
ftay here till your brother (hall call upoa 
me, which 1 expeft he will do in a very 
little time. Meanwhile I will introduce 
you to a fifler-faint, 'who has been long 
tried and refined in the hottefl furnace 
^of afflidion. ^ 

The very next morning Mr Fielding 
rode to the door attended only by a fingle 
fervant. As foon as he had falu.ed iVlr 
Fenton, and fat down, he took out a note 
for 2ooo}. and prefented it to liim. You 
muft not refufe. Sir, laid he,^to relieve my 
diftrefs, by accepting this in part of what 
I owe you. I can ipare it, without the 
fmalleft inconvenience. 1 have lately re^ 
covered a track oi land that lies cuntigur 

ous 
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ous to MrCatharinesy the worthy man of 
whom you heard me fpeak y eftcrday ; fo 
chat I {hall fooa have the pleafare of taking 
pofleifion of a coniiderable acceffion to my 
fortune, and, at the fame time, the great- 
er plekfure of embracing fo very dear a 
'friend. This fum, Sir, laid Mr Fenton, 
comes very feafonably to the relief of a 
perfon, for whom I have conceived an ex- 
traordinary efteem and aflFcdtion ; a perfon 
who is entitled to my bcft fervice, and 
who may alio be entitled to your further 
munificence. So faying, Mr Fenton rofc^ 
went to the door, took Mrs Phaebe by the 
fiand, and leading her toward her brother. 
This, Sir, faid he, is the gentlewoman of 
whom I (poke, and whom I recommend 
to your tendercll regards* 

Mr Fielding looked earneftly and in« 
^uiiitively at his filter, changed colour, 
and, for a while, fat mute with aftoniih^ 
mehtj when, fuddenly rifing,and ftepping 
hafiily to her, he clalped her in his arms, 
and cried aloud. My PhacDe, my dearefi: 
Phaebe, my long loft, long fought, long 
lamented lifter ! have 1 found you at laft r 
"Qire my prayers at length heard f and are 
you once more reftored to my bofoni, my 
lifter ? Ah, what muft have been your 
fufferings, what have I not fuffered inyfel^ 
from the ftinging recoilechon of the bap- 
« J baritjf 
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barity of my behaviour ? Bui, at tho 
time that you applied to me^ I was exaf-i 
perated againft you, by being told, you 
bad turned out a common proflitute y 
and, from your connexion with that re- 
probate to whom my father had unhap- 
pily married you, I was ready to beKeve 
the worft that could be reported concern-^ 
ing you. Pardon me, however, my 
Phsebe, do but promife me. your pardon» 
and I will endeavour to compenfate for 
my injurious treatment of you. 

Here, the lifter dropped on her knees^ 
and, breaking into tears and fobs, replied. 
You want no pardon, my brocher, you 
never wronged me. — I defer ved all forts 
of evils ; they were due to my tranfgref- 
lions — but I have injured you, I fear paft 
forgivencfs, my brother. — It was I who 
Hole your little darling, who robbed you 
of your only child, and caufed you fo aia- 
ny years of forrow and bit ternefs. — -* 
I deferved it, I delerved it at your hands, 
exclaimed Mr Fielding i let us then ex- 
change forgivenefs, my Phaebe ; for our 
child is reftored to us, and we reraeinber 
our forrows no more. So faying, his eyes 
.filled, and, tenderly railing his filler, he 
took her again to his boiom. 

Mr Fenton, wholly melted by this paf- 
£onate fcene^ took them jointly in his 

arrns^ 
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arms, and then filently feated them oppo* 
fite to each other. « - 

My fifter, faid Mr Fielding, you have 
promifed me your pardon»beforeyou were 
acquainted with tne extent of my faults. 
Our dear father, in his laft illnefs, made 
sne fit by h^ fide ; when, heavins a deep 
£gh, he thus began: 1 fear, I fear, my 
fon, that I have greatly wronged your fi- 
ller. I grieve at heart that I had her mar- 
ried to mat ruffian Ranipant. With a little 
lefs of fevcrity , and more of tender admo- 
nition, flie might have arifen from her fall; 
file might have returned to virtue and ho- 
nour ; her errors might have been for- 
gotten ; perhaps, refiored to reftitude, ihe 
might have been lefs wretched, and my 
days might have been longer. She was 
young, me was artlefs, and obvious to fe- 
duftion. I, my felf, joined to betray her, 
by that fhe-wolf whom I appointed the 
guardian of my lamb. Perhaps, as fiie 
afiirmed, her inclination no way concurred 
^ with the force that was offered her. We 
ought, as far as pcfilble, to have covered 
her (hame : ihame only ferves^o bronze 
oyer a bafliful countenance, and make it 
altogether ihamcleis. Alas, my child, all 
things appear quite different, at my death, 
* from what they did during my lifetime ; 
and the pride of blood, and the refent- 
meat for injured gentility, give place to 

the 
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iKe calls of nature aad the feeliags or hu^ 
inanity. 

I intended your fifter five thoufaad 
pounds ; but by my will I have cut her otf 
with a (hilling, left the villain, her hu(^ 
band, (hould come in for any fliare of 

-our fubftance* S^herefore I leave you, in 
my; place, at once the father, the brother, 
and the guardian of my dear child — and 
here his burfting tears preventedanothet 

uvord. 

As foon as he was more compofed, he 
proceeded. 1 adjure you, my fon, in the 
€iame of our common father, in the nam:e 
of that God to who a [ am going, I adjure 
you, i fay, to keep a cbnftant "watch over 
the Gondud of your llill precious filler, 
tny fon ! and, if fuch a one may be found, 
to keep in fee fonae difcreet and pious 
xnatroa, who may infinuate into her ac- 
quaintance, and gain her confidence, and 
preferve her trom a further progrefsan 
the paths of vice j for O, the loul of myx 
wrecked child, at this kour^.is infinitd|r 

' precious in my eyes ! 

I further enjoin you that, in cafe the 
reprobate, her hufbmd, ihould periih by 
fword or piftol, or by the galiowvs, as is 
moft likely, you will pay your fifter the 
fum of three tkoufand pounds, but gri« 
dually at firft, as her necefiities may crave; 

, yoL. HI. q aa4 
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and the whole, on your afiurance of ha 
return to virtue. 

, While her brother was fpeaking, Mrs 
Phsbe had thrown her apron over her 
face, and by her groans and paffionate 
fobs prevented his proceeding. At length 
:ihe exclaimed,. Wretch» parricide that I 
am! I have cut ihort the facred life of 
him who brought me. to the world. Tou 
then loved me, my father, you fiill con« 
tinued to love me, though I knew it not ; 
and I have murdered the kindeft, the 
tender eft of parents ; but I will die to 
make atonement, I will not furvive you, 
liiy father! 

Mr Fielding then arofe, and ilepped 
affedionately to his fifier, and taking her 
in his arms, and mixing his tears with 
hers, endeavoured to contole her. Tou did 
not, my dearefi filler^ ]^ou did not mur- 
der hin^ he cried ; you accufe yourfelf of 
faults of which you are no way guilty. 
Our father was aged, and laboured un- 
der a complication of diforders that muft* 
ihortly,have put a period to all diat was 
mortal in him. Be comforted then, I {zj 
be comforted, my fifter!^ 

When Mr Fielding had refumed his 
feat, and the violence of his filler's paf- 
fion had fubfided, he looked earneftly and 
tenderly at her. I will, laid he, my Fhaebe, 

at 
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ftt fome other time, account to you for the 
iiK>tive of my barbarity toward you, and 
how I was impofed upon by the very per- 
ibn whom I kept in pay to give me intel- 
ligence concerning you. But tell me how 
it comes to pafs that, in my life, I ne\^er 
faw you look fo charmingly ? even during 
your infant years, you never had fuch a 
fweet fimplicity, fuch a heavenly childifh- 
nefs of countenance as you now have. It 
is, faid Mr Fen ton, becaufe Ihe is the 
King's daughter, ** all glorious within,'* 
and the lovelinds oif her fpirit informs 
and fliines through her afpedt.— But here 
is a known character that will fully clear 
up the matter. And fo faying, he pre« 
fen ted him with the letter from Mr Ca« 
tharinesy when, at the fight of the fuper* 
fcription, Mr Fielding gave an exclama^ 
tion of furprife: then, unfolding, he read 
it in deep filence, but by fits, and inter- 
ruption ; frequently putting, and. long 
holding his haodkerchief to his eyes. 

As foon as he had finiihed. Yes, yes, 
my dear Catharines, my brother, he cried^ 
the wiih of my heart ihall be accompliih- 
ed for us both! ~Tou ihall have your 
Phaebe reftored to you^ and ihe ihall be 
reflored to yqu with Benjamin's portion, 
even a. double portion !— But, O my God^ 
]V)w wpndciitul, how miraculous is aU 

C^a UusI 



184 The FOOL or QOALITT* 

this ! to have niy only child, and my only 
fifler^ at c^ce refiored to me by one and 
the fame hand ! Teach me, teach m^, Mf 
FentODy by fome new method of gratis 
tude, to exprefs a part of the fenle of 
what I owe yoHl 

You have already, "Bir, cried Mr Fen- 
ton, done and faid by much too muchr 
Bpon that head, and have thereby gives 
me great pain inilead of gratification* 
The payment that 1 get is a treasure hid^ 
den from all men, lave him to whom it 
is given, 1 wiil not, however, do you? 
the oflen^e to return you your bill, but 
&all difpole of.it in a manner that, I truft,. 
will be nearly as equitable. Meanwhile^ 
Bay dekr friend, I mpft cordially congra- 
tulate you on the fignal evidences that 
have been given of the favour of your 
God to you, and o£his watchful aiiu iSA 
tending providence over you and yours., 
I luppofe you will foon fet out, with 
your amiable fifter here, on your vifit td 
your friend and brother the worthy Mr 
Catharines, I fliall heartily pray for a. 
bliisful iflue to the union of the fainted 
pair, and I requefl: you to favour mc with 
a call on your way. 

Within an hour after, Mr Fielding fet 
off tor London, onborfeback; and Har- 
xy accompanied his fifter, in Mr Fenton'« 

joH. 
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poft-diaife, upon a (hort vifit to his friend 
Ned. — 

As foon 2S they were departed, Mr 
Fenton took paper, and wrote the f oUow« 

ing letter to Mr Catherines. 

f 

Reverend and dear Sir. 

« AUow a ftranger, but a very varm 
•* lover of yours, to felicitate you with 
^ his whole heart on the fuccefs of af* 
** fairs; Our predous Fhxbe was recei- 
•* ved with tranfport by her brother, and 
«« you canhot be more impatient than 
•' he IS for your union. He generoufly 
' *^ prefented me with the inclofed bill for 
^ 2000 L merely becaufe God had ap^ 
^ pointed me an . humble infirument fo€ 
** doing him fome little matter of fer« 
<^ vice. Though I determined not to ac« 
•* cept any psirt thereof^ yet I dreaded to 
^ grieve- him by an avowed refufal* I 
•• therefore reflore it to you and your 
*< Phaebe, as a naatter of eqiuity next Up 
** that of returning' it to himfelf. It is ' 
•« furrfy full aB proper that your family 
,^ ihould talse charge of that wherewith 
*^ providence had been pleafed to intruffc 
<^ them, as that I fhould be incumbered 
^ with the dil'pofal thereof. And indeed, 
^ my dear Sir« i am already bbrdened 
^ with more tiufts of thi& nature than. 
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^ I fear» I {hall be aide duly to accouiit 
" for. 

' " ThatyotirheartmayalwaysGontinue' 
*• where your true trcafute is already laid 
•^ up, ift the wifli of, dew? Sir,** &c. ^ 

Wh^n he had folded and fealed his let«^ 
ter, he took bills from his pocket-book, to 
the amount of 1300I. and, on HarryV 
return from London, prefented them ta 
him. Here, my dear,; faid be» here » 
what will enable you to be more than juft 
fto your engagements, it will enable yoa 
to be generous alfo* And I defire, my^ 
Harry, in matters, of charity, that yott 
mzy rever ftint the fweet emotions oC 
your heart ; for we have enough, my 
chilxj, and we are but the fke wards oi the 
Ikounty of our God. ^ 

Here Harry's fpeech was ftopped^ but: ' 
his (ilencewas moredot^uent than athoi&> 
fand barangues. He fuddenly threw his 
arms about his dear dada;, and, hiding hia 
^ace ill his bofom, he there ven^ted the 
tears of that pieafure, Love,, and gratitude^ 
with which^ he tound himfctf a&cled^ 

On the afternooo of the follo\ving day^. 
Karry and Arabella went tpdrtnk tea with, 
the widow Neighbourly, who received 
them with a countenance that fpoke anu 
uncomnfion welcome. Some other com? 
faa^' had arrived before them,, and rofeom 

their 
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t'hrir entrance- When all were agaittfeat"^ 
cd, Mrs Neighbourly very affcftionately 
^ucftioncd Harry Concerning bis dada* - 

On hearing, tbe name of mafter Fenton^ 
zn elderly gentlewoman ftarted. Pray^ 
madam, faid (he eagerly^ is this maftec 
Fenton, the fon of that noble gentlemaa. 
who lives on the hill ? He is, madam; fai4 
Mrs Neighbourly » My God 1 e&claiitied 
the (Iranger, can this fuckling be the fa^ 
ther of the orphan and the wido w i 1$^ 
this. he whogoes about turning forrow in^* 
to joy ? who wipes the tears from the 
afflii^edy and heals the broken of heart I 
Permit me then, thou beloved child of the 
Father which i& in heaven, permit five to< 
approach and throw myfelf at the. feet of 
my preferver ! 

So faying^ ihe rofe with a* rapturous^ 
motion, and^ dropping at Harry's knees^ 
•Qxe claiped his legs and kiiied hi& feeC^ 
before he could prevent her.. 

Poor Harry, much to be pitied, fat a*^ 
ILoniihed, abailied, and diibeiled to the 
lail degree. A t length,, recoUec'fang, and 
difengaging himfelf with, difficulty, My 
dear madam, he cried, you hurt me great- 
ly ; what have I done chat yoa Ihould put 
me to fo much pain ? 

Babe of my heart, Ihe cried, I am the 
TmUc of ]^our Vindex, your own Vindex^ 

whom 
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vrhoffi yon redeemed from beggary an^ 
flavcry ; whom you rcftbred to his wretch* 
ed partner, whom you reftored to his in« 
faut-daughter ; all pining and perifhing 
apart from each other, but now united by 
you, my angel, in joy and thankfgiving l- 

Here, her words were fuffocated, and 
throwing herfelf badk in her chair, ihe 
was not afhamed to give way to her tears, 
and, putting her handkerchief to her face, 
ihe vented ller paffion aloud. 

Harry then rifing, and going tenderly 
to her, put his arms about her, and kifl^ 
ed her forehead*,, and then her lips. Ton 
owe me nothing, my dear Mrs Vindex, 
faid he, I am Hill greatly in your debt : I 
was the very naughty boy who brought 
your misfortunes upon you. But 1 anot 
willing to make you amends, and that 
will do me a great pleafure, inflead of tbit 
puniihn^ent which I deferve. 

The tea-table was new laid, and Mrs 
. Vindex grew more compofed ; when her 
bufband entered, leading his daughter by 
the hand, a very pretty little girl of about 
fix years old* Harry infiantly I'prung up, 
and running, and throwing himfelf witk 
a gieat leap upon him, he hung about his 
necky cr) ing. How glad I am to fee you» 
my dear Mr Vindex! Boy of boyt^t cried 

Viodex^ 
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^ittdex, am I fa bleffed as to have yonj 
once more in my arms ! ^ 

The company then rofe and falutcd Mr 
Vindex, and congratulated him on his re«v 
turn to his ancient habitation. But Harry 
took him afide, and having cautioped him^ 
in a whifper, nofto take any notice of 
what {houlii pafs, he dole a bill for 1 60 1« 
into his hand, faying fof tly, it is good firft 
to be boneft, fo there is what 1 owe you* 
And here alfois a fmail matter for your 
-daughter j 1 did not know, till now, that 
we had fuch a fwcet little charge in our 
family. So faying, he flipped to hiip ano.» 
ther bill of 50 1. and then, turning fromr 
him, ftepped car§lcisiy, ta^^sjfcat* ^ ^ 
though nothiag had happenedi. 

Mean time the aflqnilbed VindeK wag 
greatly oppr^ fled. He did not dare ta 
oiFcn.d Harry by any open intimation of 

I113 recent bounty, and yet he comet rect^di 
cafe till the fecretfliould be difclofed. He 
therefore ftole foftly to the back of our 
hero's chair, where, un perceived of Harry^ 
he diipU) ed the bilk to the company,, 
beckoning, at the lame time, in a way 
that forbade them to take any notice*j 
then, railing his hand over his head, and 
lifting his eyes toward Heaven, he bleit 
Cd his bexxetaclor, in a iilent ardent eja? 

. . culatiooi^ 
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culation, and^ taking an empty feat, join- 
ed in with the company. 

While they were in chat, the little Su- 
fanna flipped^ unnoticed^ from befide her 
mamma^ and veering over toward Harry, 
file went on one fide, and then on the o« 
ther, and furveyed him all about; then, 
coming cloier, ihe felt his cloaths, and 
next his hands, in the way, as it were» 
of claiming acquaintance with him. At 
length, looking fondly up to his face, ihe 
lifped and faid, me voud kifs oo, if oo 
voud aik nte. Indeed then, faid Harry, 
me Vill kiis oo, fedder oo yiU or no« And 
ib, catching her tip on his knee, he prefled 
feer to Jus bofom, and Jdffed her over and 
<^v€r again. 

You all fee, cried Mr Vindex, it is not 
one of the elders with whom our Sufanna 
has fallen in love. My fweet babe, cried 
l^irs Vindex, her little heart inflinfiively 
led her to her beft ttend, to the one of 
all living who beft deferved her love« 
Mifs Sulanna, laid Mrs Clement, puts 
me in mind o; fome veiy delicate lines^ 
in Milton, refpccling ouj Virgin Mother. 
Pqr ^e alio refufcd to-kiis the lovcUeft 
man thai ever was created, at leaft till ihe 
was aikttd* 
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<^ Yet lanoceBCC aid tirgin modcftj^ 

<< Her'Tirtue and tke confciencc of her wortHf 

<* That w6uld be woo'd, tad not iinfaught ke ffMii; 

<* Not oknoua» nor obtrufiTCy bilt rctir'd^ 

(< Tkc more defirable." 

It is happy, faid Mrs Neighbourly, for 
our weakly and over-affedioBate fex, that 
God has been pieafed to fix a monitor 
within us, who ftruggles again ft our in- 
dinsltions, who fights againft our af« 
fedions, and is, with difficulty, won over 
to acquiefce in our defireir. I know not 
elfe, what might become of the moft of 
womankind. 

But then, faid Mrs Vindex, are we not 
rather to be pitied, that, even when our 
propcnfities are warrantable, we are pro*^ 
Bibited, by cuftom, from giving any inti« 
mation thereof to the objeA. While the 
licentious reprobate, man, roves and riots 
at large and unreproved, beyond the pale 
over which it is treafon for us to look. 

I do not pity you, ladies, faid Mr Vin- 
dex, I do not at all pity you on account of 
any reftraints, that cuftom has laid you 
under, refpeding chaftity, or its environs 
called decorum. The chaftity of womaa 
IS the only bafis upon which the . order, 
honour, ind peace of the world can be 
built ; it twifts the facred and endearing 

- coni 
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cord of fociety : without it there could 

be no amity, no brotherhood upon earth. 

^But theh» furely, there is much refpe^l 

and tenderneis due to thofe from whoui. 

f uch advantages are derived. Whereas I 

iiave obferyed, on the contrary, that, the 

'moft amiable of your fex are generally 

-mated to tyrants ; to men who, being 

born and appointed their protcftorg, per- 

*Vert every end of nature *and duty, and 

treat, with injury, contempt, and infultt 

the gentle faints whom they fhould have 

cheriihed with their moft reipe<5tful en- 

"dearments 

The queftion yet occurs, faid Arabelli, 
whether your dtvils of hufbands find us 
angels, or make us fuch. Tyrants are 
like files, they ferve to fmooth and polifli 
whaitever they are applied to» I was oucc 
in company with a n^an who was called 
th^ faint^maker; he had married five 
ibrews in fucceflion, and made Giizels of 
every one of them before they died. 

But pray, ladies, faid Harry, are there 

no tyrants among the wives ? I lately 

took a walk to Towtrhill, and growing 

bungry, I turned in to a little (hop of 

^ glrocerics where a flender ikinny womaBy 

» of about four feet high, ftood behind' the 

' counter. Taking out a fixpence, I thre^ 

it on the board^and defired her to give m€ 

- the 
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Che value in almonds and faifins. She had 
fcarce' weighed my merchandifey when a 
hugejoUy-lookinK Quaker came up to the 
hatch-door, but leemed fearful of open- 
ing it. The moment the little womaa 
had caft her eye toward him, Ihe exclaim^' 
ed, in a (hrill and exafperated accent. Art 
thee there, thou rogue, thou hangdog, 
thou gallows-faced vagabond ? when, ga- 
thering up the whole dignity and import* 
ance of his perfon, and clappiqg a hand 
on each fide, he cried, witli an undaunted 
jtir, " I tell thee, Mary, I fear thee not 1*^ 
Ah, thou villain, fhe vociferated, dares 
thee then appear in my prefence? get 
thee back to thy fellows and hufieys oa 
whom thee fpendeft my fubftance ! Still, 
however, he kept his ground, and cou*- 
rageoufly repeated, «* f tell thee, Mary, 
•«"1 fear thee not !*' Not fear me I Sirrah, 
iijrah, not fear me! fays ihe; we ihall 
fee that in a twinkling. So fayir^g, Ihe 
whipt up the meafuiing yard, and ikud- 
ding round the counter, fhe flew to th6 
door. But he was already vaniflied as taft 
26 his fat fides would let jbim. And, to 
tell you the truth, ladies, there was fome- 
thing fo authoritative and tremendous in 
the little body's vpice and manner, that 
I was glad tp get out and to fcamper af- 
ter him. / 
Vol. III. R The 
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The company laughed heartily; and 
Mr Vindcx added, I forgot the hero's 
Dame, a great general he was, and I think 
a Frenchman; He won every battle a- 
broad ; but was fure to be beaten in his 
turn alfo, as often as he returned home 
to bis wife. 

Well faid Hercules and the dillaffi cries 
Harry ! But to the point ; the braveft man 
I know is one Peter Patience, a currier, 
who lives in the fuburbs« My tutor and 
I were walking one day through Ifling- 
ton, when we perceived the likelihood of 
a fcufHe at a diftance. 

i\s we approached) we faw. one man 
making up, with great fury, to another, 
whouould have avoided him ; and who, _ 
retiring backward acrofs the ftreet,^par- 
.ried his blows, and kept him off as well as . 
he could. His enraged adverfary would 
then have cloied in upon him ; but, graft- 
ing his ihoulder with a long and very 
itrong arm, he ftill held his enemy aloof, 
who nearly fpent all his efforts and blows 
in the air. 

Never did I fee fo living a reprefenta- 
tion of heaven and of hell, as was vifible 
in the faces of thofe two men. The muf- 
cles of the one were frightfully diftorted ; 
his eyes ihot fire, and his mouth frothed 
yviih madnefs : while the countenance of 

the 
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the other was as a lake ia a fummer's 
evenings that (hews Heaven in it^ bofooi^ 
and reflects aU the beauties of nature ^« 
round it. 

Be quiet, Ben, he faid^ you know thit 
I would not hurt you, you know that I 
love you. What a fool the man makej 
of himfelf ? Are you not fenfible that I 
could demolifli you with a iiagle blow ? 
but I cannot find in my heart to do it. 
Be quiet, Ben, I fay, i fee you want to 
vex oie, but I wont be vexed by you, 
my dear Ben. 

While the gentle Peter was thus expo- 
fiulating with his exafperated friend, M.v^ 
Patience, as it ihould.feem, had feen all 
that pafl'ed from an upper cafement ; and 
flying down flairs, and ruihing out at the 
door, Ihe feized her huiband, oehind, by 
the hair of his head, and tore and ciiSed 
away at a terrible rate. 

Poor Peter, finding himfelf thus be- 
tween two fires, gave a flight trip to his 
male aflailant ; who inftantly fell with his 
fiioulder againfi the pavement, and, riang 
with difficulty, limped homev^ard, rnut* 
tering curfes all the way. 

Then Peter, turning meekly to the lady 
miftrels of his houfe, Gatty, my love, 
fays he, what have 1 done to provoke 
you ?— O, ihe cried, you mefia-lpirited, 
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hareharted, tnilk-Kvercd poltroon; I^ 
leach you what it is to fuffer every fellow 
to pommel you !---Sirrah, firrah (and fiill 
ihe cuffed) HI have you tied down at the 
foot of the market crofs, with notice oa 
your breafl, for all who pafs to p— s upon 
you. 

Then, quite augry* to fee the man fo 
abufed, to whom 1 had taken fuch afancy, 
1 ruflied in between man and wife, and 
feized Mrs Patience by both her hands ; 
but wiencfcing one of them from me, {he 
gave me a round cuff on the fide of my 
head. I was, however, too well ufed to 
'cuffs to ma^ter that much j and fo, catch- 
ing one of her hands in both of mine, 
I gave her a pluck to me, and a foot ' at 
the fame time, and laid her on the 
broad of her back in the kennel. 

My friend Peter looked quite aftohifh* 
ed at this, and fearing what might hap* 
en to me on the riling up of his wife^ 
c tucked me like a gizzard under the 
wing of a turkey, and o& he Icoureo with 
ine down the lireet ; while Mr Clement 
alfo made pretty nimbly after us, for fear, 
as I fuppofe, that Mrs Patience, when oa 
her legs, might take him for one of our 
company. 

iis foon as we had turned a corner, and 
leere out ot haiio's wiyi Jhoneft Petor fet 
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we down. My friend, fays r, if yoi* 
would be advifed by mc, you will not be 
in a mighty hurry to gjCt back to your 
wife'; I fee a houfe of entertainment yon- 
der, and Iwifli to be further acquainted 
with you. Adad, faid he, you are iher 
feoldeft little body that ever I knew ; yoa 
performed a feat to-day, that made m& 
tremble for you* Had any other maoi 

though ufe^d my wife lb but Ipafs that 

matter over ; I fee you?re too great a he-- 
1^ to* be threatened by any one, and I. 
fliould confider that yfin^ did what yoi* 
did for my fake; 

.So faying,, we all* went into a fort of 
a tavern^ and being fhewn^ ta a little* 
parlour,. I called/ tot a. pint of white-- 
wine- 
As foon as we* were feated,. Ftook my 
mew acqjaaintance very lovingly by the:- 
hand. My dear friend, faid I> I have: 
conceived a great refpeft and fondnefs* 
for you, and (hould be glad to know who> 
:^d what you> are. I am a currier by- 
Urade, Sir, and my name is Peter Pa- 
tience.^ You are patience itfelf, indeed,, 
&id Mr Clement ; but your wife^ as I 
think, ha9 taken the whole trade of the> 
curriev into hec own hands. 

Peter laughed and replied, She is a dear 
aod a fweet girl as ever lay bj the fide; 
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of a man, alrid ihe loves me as (he toref 
her own foul- Her blows were fweeifc 
blows to me, they were the blows of her 
affeftion. ' For, though 1 did not matter 
the flrokes of my fiiend Benjamin a fingle 
philip, yet every one of them went to her 
heart, and flie wanted to frighten me 
from ever taking the Mke again. 

But pray, fays I, how happened the 
quarrel between you and your friend 
Benjamin, as you call him ? Why there 
it is too, faid Peter ; he alfo beat me out 
of his downright and tnie*hearted kind-* 
»efs to me-. 

A9 thi^ is holiday in the afternoon^ a« 
Biong us trades- folk, Ben Tefty invited 
me to a (bare of ^ can- of fiip^ at the cat: 
and bagpipes over the way. Juft as we fat 
down^ feter, fays he, 1 am told that youf- 
Gatty is with child j 1 believe it may be^ 
fo, fays L I am glad of it, Peter, with alii 
my heart ; and fo now vemember that t 
befpeafc royfclf goflipi. Why that may- 
happen, &ys I, juft as matters fhall turm 
©ut. . If the child is a boy, you fliali be 
one of the godfathers and welcome;; hut - 
if it is a girl, this cannot be, for my unde^ 
Geoffr}' has already engaged himfel^ and 
I have fome expeditions fromlitm. And 
ft), fays he, you refufe to admit me foe 
jQUr gofliB* If it is a girl, lays I, you fee 

thalt, 
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tbat I cannot. O he cried, I had forgot^ 
1 was arafcal for propofingit: you're of 
high blood, have high relations, and (o 
icorn to have connexions with a poor 
tradefman like me. That is not the cafe 
indeed, my d^ar Ben, but-Damfi your 
dears, fays he, I will have no more of 
them 1 you are a covetous fcoundrel^ and 
value money more than love* Wcll^ 
iays I, but will you be patient, will yoa 
hear reafon, my friend ? Friend, friend^ 
fays he, my curfe upon all fuch friend-^ 
fiiips! I fee into you now* YouVe aa 
ungrateful, unloving, cold-hearted vil- 
lain, and I would fooner be godfather 
to a child of the Turk. So faying, he 
firuck at me, aad repeated his blows a^*^ 
crofs the table. But as I faw that his 
choler was inflaming more and more, I 
got up and retreated, merely intending^^ 
to defend myfelf till his paffion (bould foe 
Q)ent upon^ me. But you faw what hap- 
pened, gentlemen, which I am heartily^ 
forry for, as 1 fear that my poor dear f el* 
k)w is much hurt. 

Well, faid my tutor, I have heardS 
many definitions, and many difputesr 
concerning the word Courage, but 1 neves 
law the thing itfelf, till this day^ Pray 
Mr P£ter,were you never angr) f Scarce 
fver, Sirj^ that 1 remember | at leafl; on^ 

my 
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xny own accotint; for I do not fear my^ 
man that fieps upon the earth, and whaC 
IS it then that (hotild make me angry l 
A man may be angry^; faid Mr Qement*. 
iron! other motives fure, befides that of 
fear. God himfelf can be angry, and yet 
he cannot poffibly fear* 

I am feelingly affured. Sir, rep£ed the 
yaliant Peter, that Glod was never angry 
in his whole life ; and that is a long time,, 
that has neither beginning nor ending*. 
Don't you believe the gofpel, fays Mr 
Clement; the fcripture aflUres us, in ^ 
hundred pbces, of the anger of God a- 
gainft impenitent finners. I am the fon of 
a clergyman, Sir, faid Pbter, and mayhap^ 
could quote Icripture as well as another*^ 
The fcriptures were written for man ; but 
how ihould man underftand them,if they 
were not written according to his own; 
language and to his own paifions I I will 
zfk you a queftion, Sir,tCan you be angryr 
at a niite or a worm which you can cruihu 
into nothingat pleafure I I think not^ faid 
my tutor* No certainly, faid Pfeter, be- 
caufe you cannot fear a thing that has not 
power to ofiend you^ Now all the world 
is but as a worm or nite taGod^. and 
x>either man nor angels can difturb or affcck. 
him with any things except delight, on. 
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their acceptance ©f that happinefs which 
he defires to give to all his creatures* 

Ay but, fays Mr Cleinent, you fee that 
God's anger and indignation was fo great 
againft fin, that nothing could Catisfy for 
it fave the death of his beloved Son, Ay 
but, fays Peter, the fcripture, which you 
quote, tells, you, that it was not his anger 
but 1ms love that fent him to us. " For 
<* God fo loved the world,*' a very finful 
world indeed ! *« that he gave his only 
*^ begotten Son to take his death upon 
•* the crofs.'* And 1 am as fully affured, 
as I am of my own being, that the fame 
gracious God, who has already redeemed 
poor finners, would willingly redeem the 
poor devils alfo, it they could but find 
in their hearts to defire his falvation. 

tiere, catchiqg and clafping his hand-, 
My dear Peter, fajs 1, 1 embrace and wifli 
from my heart that your doctrine may be 
true. I have miiiny jtutors, Mr Peter, 
and my dada pays them all with pleafure 
for the milrudions that they give me* 
Tell me then, Mr Peter, wiiat mult he 
give you tor the leflbn which youiiave 
taught me ? What leifon, my hero ? A ve- 
ry precious ieffon, fays 1 ; a leflbn that will 
always teach me «« to deljpiie myiclf for a 
«* coward^ whenever 1 fliall be angry.'* 

Pctc^ 
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Peter then fpning up, without fpeaking 
a word, and hugged, and clafped, and 
kiiTed me .with all his affections. Then, 
plucking a button from the upper part of 
my coat, I will accept of this, token, my 
darling, fays he ; and will look at it, ma- 
iiy a time in the day, for your fake. 

But Mr Peter, fays I, I think it would 
be my advantage to keep up an acquaint- 
ance with you, and this cannot be fo well 
done, while your dear Gatty is angry with 
me. You muft therefore promife me to 
carry a token to her alfo, as an olive** 
branch of that peace which I want to be 
inade between us. I will, my love, fays 
he ; I never refufe to give or accept the 
favours of a friend. Tou muft be upon 
honour then, not to rejed what I offer 
you. I am upon honour he faid. 

I then flipped fomeching into his hand^ 
at which he looked and looked again ;. 
^nd then cried out, from the overflow- 
ings of a good and grateful heart. You 
are either of the blood royal, or ought to 
be fo ! For the man was very poor, though 
fo very fenfible and well defcended, and 
fo he looked upon a little as a great mat« 
ter. 

Here Harry clofcd his narration, and 
all the company gathered about him^ and 
Bcarly fmothered him with their careffes, 

ia 



Thi fool of quality, 29 f 

In which little Sufanna came in for he* 
full fh are. 

On the following day, H^rry introrfuced 
his fnend Viudex and family to his dear 
dada, who received them with a gracionf- 
nefs that foon difpelled thataukward diffi- 
dence and humbling fenfe of obligations, 
under which the late unhappy preceptor 
apparently funk 

As foon as it was known abroad that 
Mr Vindex enjoyed the patronage and 
good countenance of Mr Fenton and his 
family, his former friends reforted to him, 
his acquaintance was fought by all the 
neighbour hood, his credit was reftored, 
his fcheol daily increafed, and, like Job, 
his latterend was far more blefied than his 
beginning. 

Within a few weeks, Mr and Mrs Field- 
ing, with their filler Pi.aei)e» our friend 
Ned, and a fplendid equipage, called 
and breakfafted at Mr Fentbn's ; and, 
foon after, 'Mr Fenton and his Harry, 
with Mr and Mrs Gement, attended 
their vifitants to St f\lbans, where, all 
together, they fpent the happiefl night ; 
only that this happinefs was blended, at 
times, with the aifeding confideration of 
parting in the morning. 

For two fucceeding years and upward, 
little interefting happened, fave that our 

hero 
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hers iocreafed in ftature^ and all perfonal 
accomplifhmenUy and had happily got 
over the meafles and fmall*pox. He was 
now nearly mailer of the Latin and Greek 
languages. He could outrun the rein- 
deer, and outbound the antelope. He 
was held iii veneration by all mailers of 
the noble fcience of defence. His aftion 
was vigour, his countenance was loveli? 
nefs, and his movement was grace. 

Harry, by this time, was alfo verfed in 
moil of the feled and intereiling portions 
of hiilory. Mr Clpment had inilruded 
him in the ufe of the globes and maps ; 
and as he there led him from clime to 
clime, and country to country, he brf^ught 
him acquainted with the different manners 
cuiloms, laws, politics, governments, rife^ 
progrefs, and'revolutions of the feveral 
nations through :^hich they paffed. Fi« 
Dally, faid Clement, you fee. Mailer Fen* 
ton, that the mightieil Hates, like men^ 
have the principles of growth, aslikewifis 
of diilblution, within their own ' framb# 
Like men, they are born and die, have 
their commencement and their period. 
They arife, like the fun, from the dark-* 
* nefs of poverty, to temperance, induftry^ 
liberty, valour, power, conqueft, glory, 
opuL£)ic£*-and there is there zenith. 
From whence they decline, to eafe, f^n« 
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fuality, venality, vice, corruption, cow- 
ardice, imbecility, infamy, slavery. 
And fo good night 1 

Mr Fcnton now judged it full time ta 
give our hero an infight into the nature 
of the conftitution of his own country j 
a conftitution, of whofe conftrudion, 
poife, a^oQ, and coianteradion, the let- 
tered Mr Clement had fcarcely any no- 
tion ; and even the learned in bur laws^ 
and the leaders in our fenate, but a very 
confufed idea* 

For this e£pecial purpofe he called Har- 
ry to his cloiet. You are already, my 
love, faid be, a member of the Britifh 
State; and, on that account, have many 
privileges to claim, and many duties to 
perform toward your country in parti- 
cular, independent ot your general duties 
to mankind. 

Should it pleafe God to blefs your 
friends with the continuance of your life 
for eight or ten years longer, you will 
then be a member of the legillature of 
Qr£at Britain, one of the higheft and 
moft important trufts that can be con- 
fided by mankind ! 

Here, my Harry, I have penned, or ra- 
ther pencilled, for your ule, an abftraclin 
miniature of this wonderful conftitution. 
3ut, before I give it for your itudy and 

yoL. Ill, S frequent 
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frequent perufal, I would give ydti (ot&6 
knowledge of ,the claims whereon it id 
founded 5 as alfo of the nature of man in 
his prefcnt depraved ftate* and of his 
feveral relations as a fubjedt; and as ^ 

fovereigii. 

Man comes into this world, the weakeft 
of all creatures, and, while he continues 
in It, is the moft dependent. Nature nei- 
ther clothes him with the warm fleece of 
the fheep, nor the gay plumage of the 
bird ; neither docs he com^s forth in tht 
Tiggur of the foal or the fawn, who, on 
the hour of iheir birth, frilk about and 
exult in the blelfing of n€W exiftence. 

Sacred hiftory, indeed, intimates^ that 
tn^n was originally created invulnerable 
and imtnortal ; that the fire could not burn 
him, ftones wound, air Maft, nor water 
drown him. That he was the angelic 
lord and controller of this earth, and thefe 
heavens that roll around us ; with powers 
to fee, at once into, the effenecs, natures, 
properties, and diftindions of things ; to 
unfold all their virtues, to xall forth aH 
their beauties, and to rule, fubdue, and 
moderate thefe elements at pleafure. 

Thefe, truly, were god-like gifts, illu- 
ftrlous powers and prerogatives, ^nd well 
becoming an offspring produced in the 

expreif 
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€xprefs image of an all-potent, all-wife^ 
and all-beneficent Creator. 

True, Sir, laid Harry ; but then we Tee 
nothing; novr, of all thi^ greatnefs and 
glory. Man, on the contrary, is himfelf 
fubjeftcd to all the elements over which, 
you fay, he was apointed the ruler ; he - 
has every thing to fear from every thing. ' 
about him ; ev^n the infefts and little 
puidges fearlefsjy attack and ftiflg this 
boaited lord of the creation ; and hiftory 
4hews, from the beginning of the world, 
that the greateft of all enemies to man, 
is man. 

. This, replied Mr Fenton, is continu;\lIy 
to remind him of the depraved and guilty 
ilateintowhich he has fallen. Man, indeed, 
is now no 'better than the remains of 
man ; but then thefe remains are fuificient ^ 
to prove the luftre and dignity of his ori- 
ginal ftate. When you behold the raina 
of fome lofty and (pacious palice, you im- ' 
mediately form an idea of the original 
Jbeauty and ftatelinefs of the ftrufture* 
Even fo, in oiar prefent feeble and frac- 
tured ftate, a difcerning eye may difcover 
many traces and fragments of man*» 
magnificent ruin— -thoughts that wing 
infinity ; apprehenfions that reach throughi - 
eternity ; a fancy that creates, an imagi-^ 
Aation that contains a uuiverie ;. wiihes, 
i. & a tkifr 



fiod The fool of QUALITY. 

that a world hath not wherewithal to gra- 
tify; anddefircs, that know'neither end- 
ing nor bound ! 

Thefe, however, are but the faint 
glimmerings o1^ his once glorious illumi- 
riation. All his primitive faculties arc 
now lapfed and darkened j he is become 
enflaved to his natural fubjecls ; the world 
is wrefted out of his hands; he comes as 
an alien intoit, and may literally be called 
V a ftranger-and pilgrim upon earth/* 

All olheraRimals are gifted with a clear 
knowledge and inftant difcernment of 
whatever concerns them : man's utmoft 
u'ifdom, on the contrary, is the bare re- 
fult of con: paring and inferring ; a mere 
inquirer called reafon, a fubflitute in the 
want of knowledge, a gropcr in the want 
of lights he muft doubt before he reafons> 
and examine before he decides. 

Thus ignorant, feeble, deeply , depraved, 
and the kaft fufficient, of all creatures 
in a flate of independence, man is impelled 
to derive fucour, ftrength, and even wif- 
dom, from fociety. When he turns a 
pitying ear and l>elping hand to tlxe'di- 
IfrefTed, he is intitled, in his turn, to be 
. heard and afllfied. He is interefied in 
' otliers, others are interefted in him* His 
afleclions grow more difFufed, his powers 
n^oie complicated ; and> in any fociety or 

fyftena 
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fyftera of fuch mutual benevolencc^eacb 
would enjoy the fhrength, virtue, and ef- 
ficacy of the whole. 

You have, Sir, faid Harry, here drawn 
an exceeding fweet pifture of fociety, and 
you know I am but a fool and a novice- 
in. fuch matters. But, if aoy other man 
breathing had given me fuch a defcrip- 
tsiouy I fhould, from all my little reading, 
have withftood hinj to thp face. I-ooJc 
through all the fiates and ailbciations that 
ever were upon earth ; throughout the re-^ 
publics of Greece, Italy, Afia Minor, and 
others the moft renowned foruibanity and- 
virtue; and yet, what do you find them,* 
fcive fo many bands of public robbers and 
murderers, confederated for the deftruc-- 
tion of the reft of mankind ? what defo- 
lation, \vhat bloodftied, what cafnage- 
from the beginning! what a delight ia 
£orrors ! what a propenfity in all to inflict 
mifery upon -others ! The malignity of the 
fiends can, I think, pierce np deeper! 
• Neitlifir is this. Sir, as I take it, the- 
extent of their malevolence. For whea^ 
any of thefe bahjds, or ftates/as you call 
fchem, have conquered or flaughteied all 
around them, they never fail, for want: 
©f employment, to fall out among them- 
felves, and cut the throats of their very 
«ont6deriite§ j and this puts me ih mind of 
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what is fa id by the Prince of peace^ ** The 
*^ prince of this worid cometh, and has no 
*' part in me.'* And again he fays to the 
purpofe, that fathers and fdns, and mo* 
thers and daughters, {hall be divided a- 
gainft each other ; and that " a man's enc- 
«* miesfhallbe thofeof his ownhoufehold-*^ 
1 lately met with a fragment of an epic 
poem, that ftruck me wonderfully at the 
time i and 1, reccllea fonle of the lines 
that contain, in my opinion, the mofl: 
genuine, the truefl: piAure that ever was 
drawn of the flate of mankind* 

** Man comes into this paiTiag world in weakiiefs, 
** And cries for help to man, — for feeble ie he, 
** And maey arc his foes. . Thiril> kungcr, naked*. 

nefs 9 ' 

*< JDifcafes infinite within his frame ; 
«« Without, inclemency, the wrath of feafons, 
«< Famines, pefts, plagues, devouring elements, 
« Earthquakes beneath, the thunders rolling o'er 

him ; 
** Age and infirmity on either hand; 
** And death, who fliakes the certain dart behind 

htm f - ^ 

<< Tkefe, furelj, one might dcem,^ were' ills iv£^ 

ficient. 
« Man thinks not fo ; on his own race he tarfts-' 
** The force of all his talents, exquiilte 
<* To fhorten the (hort interval, by art, 
« Which natmre left us — Fire and fword arc in 
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</ His liand» and in his heart are machin^ti^ni^ 
** For fpeeding of perdition. — Half the worlds 
*^ Down the deep gulph of dark fu turity, 
*^ Pufti off their fellows, paufc ujpon the brink, 
<« And then drop after." 

Say then, my deareft father, tell me^ 
whence comes this worfe than flinty, this 
cruel heartednefs in man ? Why are not 
all like you ? Why arc they not happy in 
communicating happinefs ? If my eyes 
did not daily lee it, in fa£l, as well as in 
hiftory, I fhould think it impoflible that 
any one Ihould derive pleafurc from gi- 
ving pain to another. Can it be more 
bleffed to deftroy than to preferve, to af- 
flid than to gladden, to wound than to 
heal. My heart wrings with regret for 
being caft into a world, where nation a* 
gainlt nation, family againfl family, and 
man againft man, are perpetually embatr 
tied, grudging, coveting, graiping, tear- 
ing every enjoyment, every property, 
and life itfelf, from each other. 

Here Harry, for a while, held his hand- 
kerchief to his eyes ; while his f0;nd uncle 
dropt a iilent tear of delight, at behold- 
ing the amiable emotion of his beloveds 

Take care, my Harry, rejoined - Mr 
Fen ton, beware of the fmalleft tin^ure of. 
vncharitabknefs ! Tou fee only the worfe 

. part. 
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part, the outward ftcU of , this world ji 
^hile the kernel, the better part, is con* 
cealed from your eyes. There arc millions 
€f worthy people and affe6liQnate faints 

' il'pon earth ; but they are as a kingdom 
within ^ kingdom, a grain within a nufk ;: 
It requires a kindred heart and a curious 
eye to difcover them. Evil in man, is like 
evil in the elenients : earthquakes, hurri- 
VianeSji thunders, and lightnings are con- 
fpicuous, Doify, glaring; while goodnefs^. 
like warmth and moifture, is fuent and 
unperceived, though produftiveot all the 

' beauties and bene&is in nature.^ 

1 once tcld you, my darling, that all. 
the evil which is in you belpngs to your-^ 
felf, and that all the good whichlsin you 
belongs to your God.. That you cannot 
in or ot youilelf, 16 much as tljink a good 

. ^hou^ht,,or iorm a good wifli, or oppofe 
a fingle teoipiation or evil motion of any 
kind. Ana, what 1 then faid of you, may 

' equally be laid of all pnen, and of the. 
higtieft angels now in blifs.. 

JNo creature can be better than a cra- 

yi>JO AND DAKK DESIR4S. No cflPortS o£ 

its own can pufliuiy kindle the Imallcft 
portion ot light or of love ; till God, by 
giving hiuilck, gives his li^ht and lova 
kito it;* s 
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Here lies the eternal difference between 
evil and good, between the creature and 
the Creator: the fpirits who are now in 
darknefs,. are there for no other reafon, 
but for their defire of a proud and impof- 
fiblc independence; for ttieir rejeding the . 
light and love of that God, in whom, 
however, they live, and move, and have 
their defolatc being. 

God is already the fulnefs of all poffiblc 
things ; he has, therefore, all thmgs to 
give, but nothing to defire. The creature; 
Vi^hile empty of God, is a wantmg defire ; 
it has all things to crave, but nothing to 
bcftow. No two things, in the univerfe, 
can be more oppofite^ more contrafted. 

-Remember, therefore, this diftindUon 
in yourfelf and all others; remember that, '\ 
when you feel or fee any inltanceof felf- ^ 
ifbnefs, you feel and tee the coveting, 
grudging, and grappling of the creature; 
but that when you feel or fee any inftance 
of benevolence, you feel and fee the in- 
forming influence of your God. All pot 
fible vice and malignity fubfifts in the 
one ; all poffible virtue, all poflible beau- 
ty, ail puiiible' blefledneis, iiibfiiis in the 
other. 

As God, alone, is Love, and nothing but 
Love ; no arguments of our own can rea* 
fun love into us, no efforts of our own 

can 
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can poflibly attain it. It mnfi fpring up, 
^thin us, from the divine bot;tom or 
fource, wherein our exigence fiands ! and 
It muft bre^ through the dark and nar« 
row womb of felf, into fentiments and 
feelings of good- will fop* others, before 
this child of God can be born into the 
world* 

Self is wholly a mifer, it contra^s 
^hat it poflefles, apd at the fame time 
attrads all that it doth not pofiefs. It at 
once fliuts out others from its own pro- 
pofed enjoyments, and would draw inta 
Its little whirlpool whatever others eojoy^ 

Love, on the contrary, is a giving, not 
a craviog; an expanfion, not a contrac* 
|;i^on; it breaks in pieces the condenfing 
circle of ielf, and goes forth in the de- 
lightfulne(s of its defire to blefs. 

Self is a* poor, dark, and miferable a« 
yaricioufnels, incapable of enjoying what 
it hath, through its grappling and grafp- 
ing at what it hath not. The impoffibi* 
lity of its holding all things, makes it 
envious of thofe who are in poffciiion of 
any thing; and envy kindles the fire of 
jhell, wrath, and wretchedne^, through^ 
out its exiftence. 

Love, V on the other hand^ is rich, en^ 
lightening, an'd fnllof deliglit: theboun- 
jeoulnels Of its wiiLe» makes the infinity 

of 
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of its wealth ; and, without feeking or 
requiring, it cannot fail of finding its^ 
own enjoyment and blcdednefs, in its^de- 
fire to communicate and diffufe bleifing 
and enjoyment* 

But is it not, Sir, a very terrible things 
faid Harry, for poor creatures, to be evfl^ 
by the neceffity of their nature. 

You miftake this matter, my Harry ^ 
you take the emptinefs, darknefs, and 
defire, in the creature, to be the evil of 
the creature. They are, indeed, the only 
poffible caufe of evil, in or to any crea- 
ture ; but they are exceedingly far from 
being an evil, in themfelves ; they are, 
on the contrary, the only, the neceffary 
and indifpenfible founiiation, whereon 
any creaturely benefit can be built. It is 
extremely good for the creature to be 
, poor and weak, aud^ empty, and dark, 
and defining ; JFor, hereby, he becomes 
a'capacity, for Being fupplied with all the 
riches^ power, glories, and bleiTednefs of 
his God. 

•As "God is, every where, in and of him- 
felf, the fulnefs of all pofiible beings and 
beatitude8,hecannotcreiteanythinginde« 
pendent or out of himfelf; they cannot be, 
but by being both in him and by bim« 
Could it be bthcrwife, could any creature 
be wife, or powerful, or hippy, in and ^f 

itfeif^ 







*\ fiieinal w^eight of, glory'? intcoacd, ^'^" 

to provide better jthjtngs,^ 4*: ^^ MwppjF 
a^df^^fiijplifl^ depend upoo hup, .w^bc- 
XQiBecptitliod'to all jth^Jie Jb^^^iid tb;U: 
J^(jJi?i "^^^ wiightcn our J darkf ieip 

ivith fif^ pwn ilium inatign; . iic wiji ia- 
forn| ouf igjQorance with hU owa.i|dfi^Q|qa^; 
j4s,(ixx]|n^)ptence^wUl become th^L ftrq^^gUi 
of jQUjr w^iijj^c^&i; he, hiiufelf, wiii. hc^pur 
jre(m.ude-jya^ from akll exr^f.; he w^U 

purify Ojiirpofl ; put his oyrn robe 

on our^naKcdnefs; enrich our«pqyertjr 
witji tl^9. .^art-felt treafures.pf ^^&^i 
and y^^ {a4ll^9<a$ fd maijy mirrors, |^h£|pp- 
in our divine frie^c(^and fatter lb[^. d^ 
light tQ behold the pj^nefsl imaggjigl, his 
ov^n perfon, his own perfe^ions ^^c^J^a- 
titudes reprcl'ented for ever ! / ^n 

O Sir, exclaimed Harry » how you g^ad« 
den, how yx)u tranfport me ! 1 ihall dp w no 
longer repine at my own weakncis, qar 
blindnefs, or ignorance, or infuflxciency pf 
any kind ; fince all thefe are but as io ma- 
ny veflels prepared to contain pearls of 
infinite price, even the riches, the enjoy* 

mcnt 
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AtTit and fxilnefs of my God. Never will 
I feek t>r dcfire, never will I tccept any 
thing, lefs than himfelf. 

You muft, my child, faid Mr Fcnton % 
you are ftill in the fleih, in a carnal and 
propertied world ; your old man muft bo 
fed) though not pampered; it muft bd 
mortified, but not flain. 

You read, in the third chapter of Genc- 
fis, how our firft father lufted after tho 
fenfual fruits of this world j how he wil- 
fully brake the fole commandment of his 
God ; how he added to his apoftacy the 
guilt ofafpiring at independence; how he 
trufted to the promife and virtue of crea- 
tures, for making him equal in godhead 
to the Creator ; how in that day he died 
the fearfulleft of ail deaths, a death to 
the fountain of life, light, and love with- 
in him ; and how his eyes were opened 
to perceive thexhange of his body into 
gtoCTnefs, corruption, dtfeafes, and mor« 
tality, conformable to the world, to which 
ke had turned his faith, and into which 
he had caft himfelf. 

• Now, had man continued in this ftate, 
Lis fpirit, which h id turned fxoni God in- 
to its own creaturely emptinefs, darl^nefs^ 
and defire, muft have fo continued for e- 
^er, in its own hell and miiery, without 
the poflibility ot e&citing^ or avquiriug the 
; Vol. HI. T Imalleft 
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fmalleil fpark of benevolence 5r virtne 
of any kind. But God, ip cojlipaflion to. 
Adzm^ and more efpeciallyin conlpaffiot^ 
to His yet unfinning progeny, infufed, 
into his undying efience, ^ itnall embryon 
Or reconception of that lately forfeited i- 
Inage^ which, in creation, had bori!ie the 
pprfed liken efs of the Creator. 

From hence arifes the only capacity of 
dny goodhefs in man. And, according as 
we fupprefs or quench, or encourage and 
folier this heavenly feed, 6r infant bfispring 
©f God within us ; in fuch proportion we 
become either evil, malignant, and repro* 
bate; or benevolent, and replete with di* 
vine propenfities and affections. 

Now, Harry, let us .turn our eyes to 
t>ur grofs and outward nlan; for, as^ 
told you, it muft be cared for, and fuf 
i^ained agreeable to its nature : and .*it^ 
. Ivell deferving of oiu" attention ; forafmeCh 
as it is the hulk', the habitation, axid te'm-> 
|)le of that god-like conception,, which, 
"^hen matured, ia to break forth into ne- 
ver-ending glory. 

' Laftly, this lamje outward man is fur- 
ther to be regarded by us, torafai^cVai 
h^is infirmities, frailties, difiemperatures^ 
afilidions, aches, and anguiihes^ are lo im 
timateiy felt by his divine inmate, that 
they occafiotially excite thofe thoufand 

lociaY 
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ibcial charities, relations, and endear^ 
ments, that, with links of golden love, 
connect the brotherhood of man. 

It is, therefore, worth while to enquirfe 
into the claims and rights of this clofe, 
though grofs companion -, at lea ft, fo far 
as may be requilite for his neceflary, if 
not comfortable fubfiftencc upon earth. 

We find that God has intrutted himt 
with life, liberty, and ftrength to dcquire 
property for his fuftenance. It is thcFC- 
fore his duty to prefer ve all thefe truftfe 
inviolate ; for, as they are wedded to his 
nature, " what God hatti lo joined, let 
•* no man put afunder.*' 

If thefe were not, my Harry, the natural^ 
inheritable, and indefealitJle rights of all 
men, there would be no wrong, no injiw 
fiice, in depriving all you ihouid meet, o£ 
their liberty, their lives, and properties^ 
at pleafurc. For, all laws that were ever 
framed for the good government of men 
(even with the divinq decalogue) are no 
other than faint tranfcripts of tbat eternal 
LAW OF BENEVOLENCE, which.was writtea 
and again retraced in the bofomof the firft 
man, and which all his pofterity ought to 
obicrve, without further obligation. 
: The capital apoftle, St Paul, bears te* 
ilimony, aifo, to the impreifion of this 
law of ilights on the conlcicnces a«ad 

T 2. ^ hearts 
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hearts of aUno^m, ^hcre bf ^ys^in ttet^ 
cond th^ptcT of hU epiilk to tli^ RomaDflt, 
•' Not the . hcai?ers of tJbq law ^e J^ft 
•* before God, but the doers of. tbe law 
•* fliaU be juflified. For, wh^n the Gcro* 
*^ tiles, which have not the. law, dp by 
<^ nature the things contained in thela^ 
** th^fe, having not the law, are,a law ub^ 
*^ to tbem&lvcs ; which ihevv^ the work 
" of the law iWritten in their heaf ts ; their 
*V confciences alfo bearing witneis^ and 
^< their thoughts, the mean* while, accu- 
« fing or elfe excufing one another." 

Bu t, Sir, interrupted Harry, ) am . quite 

afionilhed at the falling- off oif(thfs father 

,Qf nt^ankixid. So infinitely benefit^drf^nd 

obliged as he was, fo neceflarily depend^- 

ent alfo on his omnipotent Bejpefaj4tjipr4 

how foolifli, how baie, bow ungrate^, 

how, unpardonable, as I think, was hi^ 

wonderful apoftacy 1 Wretched creatures 

that we are ! no found branch, to be lure, 

icould ever fpring from fo dehafcd^ fo 

.cankered a ftock. ■ ^: ■, 

Let us noc be prone to judge of others^ 
my Harry^ I am confident, as I am of 
tiny being, that had you or I been Jn the 
cafe and place of Adam, we ihould have 
fallen in like manner. He had an old and 
% very fubtle adverfary to deal with. He 
ielt himielf powerful, 4^rious and happjc 
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HPk 1*ad no ttotlbn thiart: - hfs'p^^^f^tit' ftat^ 
Cibtfld chMge-for thfe Worf^. » Hte ^^ yti 
i Aovide in exift^nce He eould fot^m no- 
*onceplk)tt of the depi^avity, praifi^di .aintl 
xtibreality^ that after war<J etifued A^^ h* 
^asftrangiy tempted by fciifual ^obj^ft* 
frorto' without) an-d by t l^e fetaothMtf <if^hii 
creatui^ely nature VrittiiA him» Ba(^' of 
thb 1 a* ifitrfddv Hafry, thal?^ il'he wli 
the great^ft feittet-, he was alfo tibe-^reat-i* 
«ftafidiii<>a cdntrtl^ fienitent that ev^ 
exifed f €19 thcJ^^ibttipArifoo of W**firft 
with Msiatter ftate> tnuft- hai;ee gi^eb hitiS 
the d30ll poigteaM and bitter coaip>atac* 
tic^ri^, And mvlft have cdufed* hirn^ wiih 
tenfdld fenet^gy, to dtug tov^atitt4)ck> 
fr^rn^ wMch he ^aS he^ten, birt irbrti* 
wh^nte fe^ had fallen. >^ '^ 

Jhave^reAdy fliewtf ydtr, Ifetty, that 
tvery man. has a rijght in his periba and 
ffrojierty; and that this- right is riatural^ 
itlheritable, and kidefeaflble. No eonfent 
et j^ftiesv no inftitution^ can^ make any 
change in this great and fundamental k\^ 
efright^'itisumverfai, invai'iable, and 
vnalienable, t<5any man or fyftetti of meri/ 
ifeifs "^ftly ^efeaiibie in parficadar clfesJj; 
is where- one ftiau by affaihijg theTafet/ 
of adothtir, juftiy forfeits the title whick' 

kad to his own fa^y. 
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If hunuMi natiDre:bftdriuti«£K)MIeJtiflMkd« 

and imp^]H^Mftt^T9fl>theffi»d9aod(^ 
f)f pbiji^fici^m a CQfMitr |r.tx<$mptf diroip»i]iai^ 
Ia]i0y(anddii€^ft4' Bati fe^t astaiB^laaxii 
leim are? tyriints by ffiati|re;^ ati prmifittoaoo^ 
Tet and gra^fpat/^ nighlsscoi^ i:illttr8:| ithc 
gi?ea t Ik4 woff *ii f>i t ti^J o ji Kis^sten .lafo^at facr^ 
wife^iB alTantdf ithanil^driirE RsdoaAiKik 

0£ £A«H: K1L<M)i^]H)]K^. lis iBRIErsa -111111$] >]». 

: Oiviiiistoni€nUbte<>cea4iofi^<mnli^ 
fcct&tj of 0mn^$ Qallkig:li^^^}pagaiiift 
man» k/foi3in<dQd.c^CBy k^CQticuiAadieqd 
^ civ jl'gonf^rnmeot*. AU^rlawfo tha^ ik» 
pM l^raadi f^pti^libisjfijsmil ai^ oapkfita^ 
VI; i^ttQCTAj ;^U pqliticfll fidifici^a .diaii^aTdl 

not buih; andifuftaii)iedu|^im.^faift^fimifad£M^ 

*f op9r<&ir^Vmuiltmiibkiaioatf.n^^ 
e^'ea. ^?m)i:iiB^tlufi; that, anacchy wbiduds 
^U^ t^laie ii^te. e£ iEatiare, ^ ^beie indivin 
du^s- ai3&uacoBfli^ed iby aja.)&6>ctal baik(£a 
Biir>. if &ch ar > fy ft«i» could . bQ^feaiu^fti^ 
whjereby wrojiig Uiould ;>iiot -be perHaintecL 
qi diljpeiifed*withia^aoy map^ right weukb 
eoafaquouly eofue^ and be^njpyed^by aU? 
uien, and tbis would be the peidF^ciioaoi^ 
Crv|ju Liberty.. 

Sir, lays Harjiy, I have tcard ibmffi 
ter^ Icaraefl mea. a^irm, that God, iht 

iKliOXQl 



wb6mis tfa9di^£iliG^i^.'^t:1i9tS dfid all 

f uliiiig. over Bditsrs- ;^ tbat'' j^o^efftors aro 
id8»)viccger€Bts^nd:it^£^e%i;Akes^ upoB 
«arth ^ and that he hi^tba^oimsd the de«* 
feeadibk »od hereditary ri^ t» of ^ father! 
^Kcr famiiies^ of '- patria^rcte over uibets 
t0d ol kinjB;s Dv«r imtk>li3# 
i4ha qfnalified fenfe^ ray Harry, their afo 
firfnaretoaimay be juft ; aU the c^tits and 
inftrumeata aod difpenfers^ beneficence^ 
ti^bether their fphere be fmallvor grdar^ are 
God'ft' trite ^eprefent atives ami vic^ere n ta 
l^pon earth : he ha^ ^^treti authority ta 
the teadernefs of pafeatB over ^etr pro** 
^eny i Briadhe hath iovefted patriarcha and 
}k\Vi^ wicb the rights of protedion. Butr 
Qadtnever gave the- vulture a right toi 
ruktover the 'dove*<:ute ; never gave up 
the inuQCea^ many ios a prey tathe tyrant 
poui few : God never can taket pleafure 
ia^the breaches of the law o£ his owiy 
righteouihefs and benignity^ Art>itrar]i 
s^gentsB^re no further ot his^appamcinenty. 
Uian the ev>lfr of eartbqiiakea and hurri«^ 
tianes}. as where be is iaid^^ togivie tha 
*^xwicked a. king ia his anger;, and. to fejb 
«#.o.vej? the nations the baieit of men.'* : 
, The God of alirigh^, cannot will v\^rong 
|» any, :. ** His &cyice is. perlectlieedom.'l 

It 
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ft is Ms -^diflSf^; W' (iefi+W fr6« »^^ 
•* land of flatifryl ^tid tKe-hfetlfe (5*W*W? 
« dagfcl^^ Mfe is ihe tJtya df lc?Qili^9ift| 
ood- wift W alimii' c¥^«tf«fe ^ ^^ ^Ai^ 
lis 6wn aiitiiofky, f tibt <n-poweri' ferot^i*' - 
iieficcnctfi' ThiiaWy tbiWtffere, 6f fiaWt^ 
and Welt^lrtliij^ to^&Ui ^s miVidi&W^m 
liature of Gbd hinrfMf,^fetirh*l, isMtitiiSf 
Mc, and fndi^ehfible." -' ' ^'^^^^ -'^ 
H One ttiaii'iftay abim^d iri ftrfehgtbi^iti^ 
thoritf /poffcffioiis; 'but no iftattttay fifef*^ 
greater^ right Hian another .' THe^BSf^ 
has as much right to hi^ ^lo^k itfd^ fiiS? 
fcrip, as the king ^ttr hitf erMn^^^aJ 
crown-hnds. '- - Tvv/:if,m 

To fenee and to cftabKlh thW df^iii^^ 
inhferewt right; of sfe^cuRrtYiPO n^a^^Ei*? 
SON ANBi ^Ro?ERty dF MAN, has^bMH th^ 
ftudy and attempt dfHeHn^, C6l*fedAif 
Minos, Lycurgus; Sblo% Hmf^^^'&d^M!k 
the kgiflatoi*s and % fretti^ of dvi^pnlityp 
that ever wartned the world with a iiB^l# 
wy of fr^ed^EbV - -^ ,,;T : 

Btit io flrbng m the propenflty to^tlt^ 
for potion in man ; fd dang^droiis^ i* ir*tW 
lemj>t^ trttftees >wirfi the iHveftkutfe»^^ 
power J Id dlffi^ttk fo Watch the #aHBb*t*si? 
to reftrain the tdfivaiiiers troni inJBftlcfe^ 
that, Whether thegovernm^nt were con^ 
mitted tot&e Ofie^th^Few^oJr thdllfaayi? 



Tut TOOt OF QJJAtnTi its 

• 

traitors; =9nc| ;deput^4 pp^^^ir |ia& almoft 
perpetually :bei^nj£ei^ed opon a& property. 
M^narcfiy ha$ evei: btm found tp ruih 
headlong into tyranny ;, anftocracy into 
fa^lioD and multiplied uCurpation ; anif 
deqio^racy into lumuit^ confuiion, and 
violeace. A^d aH tJ^Ce, whether diiliu£t 
or compounded with e^ach other, have 
-cjaded in the fupremacy oi.fonie arbitrary 
tyranti enabled, by a body of. military 
nxerceparies, to rule, opprefs, and fpoU 
the pepple at pleafure. 
.^^^liow England h<^th come, after the 
many wrecks and ruins which you havts 
ifg^ Qf in b^Aory^ to furvive,^ to recover, 
t^ grQw founder horn her wound^,. and 
^4ghciei;fro|[ii her ditcoq[i£turi:s; and to 
xU^ Superior, aa we trult^ to ali future ex- 
ternal a#d internal attempts ; hath been 
o^ing lo the peculiarity of tier conftitUF 

Her conftitutton, it is true, iaiiot yet 
qqit» perhaps never ought to be quit, of 
i^mc inteltioe commotions. For, though 
liberty has no relation to party, diflea»> 
.fion, or cabal againli government ; there 
18 yet a kind ot yeil obfervable la its na.« 
(ture, which may he neceli'ary to the fer- 
.mentation and working up of virtue to 
the degree that i;i ret^uiiite for the produo 

tioa 
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tion of patriotUm anjd public fpirit. , But^ 
when this ycft of liberty happens, to light 
upon weak or vapid t/empersi thcyaVc im* 
mjediately afFe&ed, li^e Tmall beer calks, 
and rave and boil oyer in abundance 
of faftious fputter and turbulence. Party 
and faction therefore, being the fcumand 
ebullition of this animating yeft, are fure 
iigns and. proofs of the life of liberty, 
though they neither partake nor com- 
municate any portion of its beneficence; 
as rank w^eds are the proof of a hot fua 
and luxuriant foil, though they are the 
deteiiabie coniequence of the one and.t.he 
other. 

** SalusPopuli— Public Safety -Security 
<* to the Perions and Properties of the 
^ People ;^' conftitutcs the whole of Eng- 
land's polity. Here empire is " Imperium^ 
<• legum^ the fway of law ;" it is the dif- 
penlation of beneficence, of cqua]^ nght 
to all : and this empire rifes fuprenie ovet 
jibing, lords, and commons ; and is appoint- 
ed to rule the rulers^ to the end of time** 

Other fiates, before now, have been 
compounded, like ours, of prince, peers^ 
and people, the one, few, and many uni«» 
ted. But the error and failure of their 
confiitutipn was this : The People, who 
are the Fountain of all Power, cither rcK 
tained, in their own hands, an authority 

which. 
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^hich they n^ver were qualified to wield j 
or deputed it to truftees without account; 
Without a provident refource, or due rc- 
fcrve of potency, when " thbfe intrnft-^ 
•* ed.with government Ihould be fbund 
" to betray their truft/' \. 

The people of England,^ pn the con- 
trary, claim no authority in government j 
peither in the framing, adminiftr^itioni or 
execution of the laws^ by wliich they coui-i 
fcnt to be governed. They are theilafelves 
imaged, andasitwereepitomifed, in their 
three fcveral eftates. The king reprefenta 
their majefty ; the lords their nobility j 
and the commons, more immediately^ 
thiir legillative power. The conftitutioa 
is t lie inheritance of them and their pofteri- 
^y ; and theirs is the right and duty, at all 
times, id watch over, afiert, and reclaim it. 
"JVhcrcfore, as you find in hiftory, when 
^v\y of the three eftates have ufurped 
upon the others ; even when all of them 
together have dared to violate the frame 
of this faiutary conftitution ; the peopte, 
to whom it belongs, have never failed, as 
pn the other day's revolution, . to reflorc 
atid'rcinftate it 

; EAgland*s tliree eftate;?, of kingis, lords^ 
s[nd commons, are parts of the people,' 
under covenant with the people, and ac-' 
$X)un cable to the people ; but the people, 

as 
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ars a peopkt make not any of the IkUt 
eftates« They are. as a pci^etiisit fenn* 
Cain, from v^bence the ttnreeeftatwarife'f 
or rather as a feaof waCerSf in vhich thnree 
exalted waves fiiould daim pre-dmifieDce, 
v^hich yet (hall not be able to depan irorA 
their fundy but* in rotatioii, are diflblo- 
ble and refolvable therein. 

Thus, however complicated the fyftem 
of England's polity may be, it is all rooted 
in and branches from the TkusT of thb 
t»EOPLE, the truft of pq^wers which they 
have granted to be returned "in prptcftion. 
And, in truth, it makes itule difference 
whether the powers, in fuch cafes, be 
granted or affurocd; whoever dither re- 
ceives or affumes fuch powers, fave to the 
ends of beneficence, is equally guilty of 
lafurpation and tyranny. 

Government can have no powers, fave 
the powers of the people ; to wit, the 
power of their numbers, firength, and 
courage, in time of war ; and in peace^ 
pf their art and induftry, and the wealth 
arifing therefrom. Whoever afiumes to 
himfelf thele powers, or any part thereof^ 
without the confent of the proprietors, is 
a robber, andfliould, at leall, be divefied 
of the fpoil. 

On the other hand, if fuch powers arc 
granted by the people, the people cannot 

grant 



4»h^j2ifd^» i^afifiat rkwteUy apply tbem« 
JAq mw^ jf^ri]^iide,>caa arbitrarily diO- 
{>6ft\gHF W»-owcf lifeoriiaerty,^ neither of 
|he«whok.prpduGboff bis- own labours; 
VoriufqwQh as tbti livds oi himfelf and his 
^)i{lly flitauldbe firft 'fuilaiiied thereby^ 
and his obligations £0 others faddy aad 
iEuIty flt&hti^cd. He cannotv therefore,. 
:^rant aHarbitr^ry difpofalof what he hath^ 
^^t an arbi^afydtfpoialia hirnfelf. Much 
kis can ^nf mnn grant a power over the 
JiveSy libertiei^-or properties of other peo- 
^Icy a$; it woiiM be. cdoiiaal and highly 
f^um(hable in htmf^f to -aiTail them. 

tience it foUows^ as evident as any ob« 

^i?ct at noon, that *' no man, or body o£ 

^ men, tan righttuily affume, or even ac- 

" cept, what no man or body of men can 

^< wgatfully grant,*' to wit, a power that 

*is aroitrary or injurious toothers. And 

Ijence it neceflariiy follows, that all ufur- 

pations of fuch powers, throughout th«^ 

«arth ; witii all actual or pretended covet 

nants, trulls, or grants, for the inveftitutc 

or conveyance of fuch illicit powers ; are 

null and void, on the execution: and 

that no man» or nations of men, can poiIt« 

bly bebounciby any contents or contracts, 

cverfive of the laws of Gjd and their 

Vot. 111. U. * own 
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own nature, of common fenfe aiid general 
equity, of cternalreafon and truth. 

1 beg pardon, Sir, feysHarky, for in- 
terrupting you once more ; but you deCre 
that I ftiould always fpeak my mind with 
freedom. You have delighted me greatly 
with the account which you gave of the 
bjenefits and fwects of Liberty, and^ofitg 
being equally the claim and birth-right 
of all men ; and I wifh to Heaven that they 
had an equal enjoyment thereof. But this 
you know, Sir, is very for from being the 
cafe ; and that this animating fir e^ which 
ought to comfort all who come into 
the world, is now nearly extinguiflicd 
throughout the earth. 
■ p Sir, if this divine, GOLt)EN law or 
LIBERTY were obferved, if all were ni^ 

STRAINED PROM DOING INJURY TOANV; What 

a heaven we fhould fpeedily have UprOi^ 
earth. The habit of fuch a reft rain t Wtftild 
in time Vupprefs every motion to- 'efvif. 
.The weak would have the mightiiiefi 6£ 
this law ior their lupport ; the poor Wobld 
have the benevolence; theieof for th^ir 
riches. Under the light and dclightfomc 
' yoke of fuch a reftraint, how wOuId inati- 
flry be encouraged, to plant and to hinlti* 
ply the vine and the fig-tree ; how would 
benignity rejoice, to calf neighbours 

and 
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5ind ftrangcrs to come and fearlefsly par- 
take of the f raits thereof! . 
» How has the facred name ojf all-bene- 
fittinj^ Liberty been perverted and pro- 
jfanedj, by the mouths of madding dema- 
gogues at the head of their Ihoutingxab- 
ble, who mean no, other than a licentious 
iinmuzzling from all reftraint, that they 
may ravage and lay delolate the works 
and fruits of peace ! 

But liberty, in your fyftem, is a real 
and effential good; the only fourqe, in- 
deed, whence any good can arife. I fee 
it, I revere it, it fliines by its own light 
in the evidence of your defcription ! 

How is it then, Sir^ that there are per- 
fons fo blind; or f o bigqtted againft their 
town intereilsi and thofe of their fellows, 
as to decliim with much energy and ftu- 
died argumentation againft this divine, 
inheritable, and indeteafible right (not 
of kings, as it fliould feem) but of human- 
kind? 

I lately happened in company with a 
number of difcontentedly looking gentle- 
men, whom I fuppofed to have been abet- 
tors of the Ute king James, and friends 
to the arrogating family of the Stewarts, 
Among them was one of fome learning 
and great clevernefs, and he paraded and 

U a fliewed 
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(hewed away,, at .a t?aft..ratey c^&cettltiig 
the ciivintly inb<rc0t r'l^^cS mon^rcHsJ 
ia^phcit iubmiffion^ pi&re obediefice^ 
poD-refiftance, and w^at n^t* e ' '^ 

Our God, feid .hc,l« one -God ;f ^^nd 
the fubiW uies ot his MigbtiKefs IhOutd 
rtlenibie himfelt ; their power* otight tO 
be abfiJute>>unquetiinned, andufildi'V^ided* - 
The (un is iiis^.^lpiious repra^ntatiVe ill 
th(j heavens; and nypBarchs^ are his-re^ 
prefentativts and mirrors upoB eatth^^ id 
whoni he is p'eafed to behotd the i^cfteo* 
lion of his^ own M^jeft jr. . : « vi 

Accordingly we find^ that the^^natx^Ki 
over his c^oien people, weret>t Wa fp^l4 
iippoiataoeut.; ar^d that thi^ p^fMt v^i^re 
rendered faa ed and awfuUy in vit^iable, b^ 
uudioA, or the ilikedding 4Dt baUowed^m 
iipoatheni« Many mifcari^iagj^ ^^ wisM^ 
ful defaults are recorded ^t Siwl^ ^^'^ 
man y yet, as a king, he was held p^6^ 
in ttie eyes of" 4iis people^ Wha£<^dn:un^ 
hefitating x)bedience» what a fpedcbteft 
(iibmiflion do they pay to all his ^tieils I 
Ihough he oiafiacred their whole pini^ 
iiood, to a man^ in one day, yet no miu> 
inur was beard j no one dared to W2^ a 
tongue, and much lefs to iift a fioger a^ 
gainit the Lord^ arunnl^ed* 

I own to you,^ Sir» that tbi9 laft argtif 
iBX^^t fta^gcred oxq ^ fiioh. an exprefs au* 

thoritf 
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thaniy of the facted writings, put me^ 
uvholty %o fiicnce. Say then, my dearelt 
£aiher^ give Wiethe benefit of yotir en* 
Kgh^enrng fentinsents on thiabead; that 
Imay kiH^ow^ 'on all occiafioiis, ta give to* 
til mtn AB. accouiit of the political faitb 
that is in me. 

, It i3 extremely furprifing, rejoJned Mr 
Fenton^ .that all our lay and eccrefiailicaf 
chiasm pions f op arbitrary, power, who haver 
raifed ibcb a: du ft, and kept fuch a coil 
sibout the divine, .hereditary, ai^d itidefea* 
fible right of kings,^ and the unconditional 
duty Qf paflivc obedience in the fobjecl j 
Ijave iouaded their wholfe pile of argu-^ 
pne&t %0dKipatbry,'On the orvsNE a'ppoint- 
MEi^T b£. the regal government of the 
lews, as the perfe€fe model and' eufample^ 
whereby aU other ikates are, in like man-' 
xier, reqmred to forns their refpective: 
goveromentSv 

.N-efWj.if thefe champions had* engaged 
OHitheiOppofite fide of the quefliotii, and 
had UQclertakea the argument againil ar-^ 
bftirary power,, thf y could not have done 
it more effedualiy, more concluiivelyt. 
more unanl'werably, than by {hewing that 
ARmxRAkY £ow£A was the vcry evil fo> 
dilpleaiing; to the nature of God, that 
be exhibited his omnipotence in a feries^ 
of public and aftonifiung wonders, io 



erdeif te deliver tiii»: very fwiapte from th'ft 
grievance; thcKof ; ^nd,. mos^- efpeoaUy, 
to prodaim to: tU ^ad^tom andva^^es t^ 
4cteftatit)0 jtt{ wiicli.'his.rrEifcitAii J osTtcii 
bolds aU lauMs diipetifations, all a^ of 
9ov£r:^ign i^owEH tha^ are iio^ a£te df^ 

FROTJBCTIOt*. '/ ! * 

• Could thefe citampionfe,. sg^n^^ have: 
Better enforced ttc: argttfncntrfag^n&ar^ 
feilrary power, than hj fliewi&g>4iiat' tMs 
peopk,.fo miFa:euIoti%. e!]rfTaiidii&(i^.^but. 
now fat and wantc.niy Hckm^\^udtP tiiir 
tndoJgeiiGe of theii* God, liad t^\tn a. 
loathing to the righfeonfncfs of ^w dif^ 
penfationsnf their deliv3^er,**J.liatd ii^jed^- 
i^ ed him/' 2ts heafBrms^^^ftoinb'je^teig 
** over ihcm j" and had required a Jtiwcrj 
^ke to the kiog^of the^ neighbouring na^ 
lions?; the very Eviju from which God: 
bad redeenied their. forefathers*!, s 

Could thefe championaj iurther,.'havi5:. 
beHer detiionfttated the4iiiierie5,:tbe ini-^ 
ifiiities,. the aboaunatibnr of, iuchra^go^ 
vernmcnf,. ti)an by reciting* the expo&u^. 
lationi5> the tender a^-^ eamcft^ n^tnon^*- 
ftrances of God hinifelf, on thefufferings- 
that tbeld. rebels w«re about t^ bring; 
upon heinfelves from the enormicies of 
an. arbitrary: and unlimited: ibvercigp^ty i' 
And, latUy, oould- they>have better^ re<- 
€0jgaiii%nded|.tathe.fi3ee..andthe virtuous,. 

tQ; 



to ftaia4oiM}y» to. the dearth, a^gsinft apbU 
. t|*airy-, oppr^flion,. than: by. fliewmg (hc: 
^Mlia^cy qL t^piclB apofiatfi Jcw«y wteaj 
t^f y ^n (wer^ . to^ the . compiaiiinaatic^ 
p^Q&ulfttioos of tJi^ir .Ck>d^-J-^ Nay^ bna;: 
!t' w^. "wUlha^e a^ ki^g^ like i all the iia»^ 
*< tions^ ;to rule over xis.." 

Nothings my Harry^ caa be more xxnk 
8^C9«m<'^^e, ,nacjie aftouith^ng, than the. 
|r^r;ver£sae&!of tiiat ftxfii^necked datioiVi 
•, They d^ly drank the bittereftxlTegs of 
fl^yes^:;^ tbey iiadbeeii g^alled by double 
chaiaa; and had giqaaed under a^unpr^ 
.4ede5i*t6d ^tyranny and opprellioh. They 
€r.ie4 oyjt; to their God» ^nd )ie miracii^ 
^uiiy deiivierjed. them from the landi of 
<^i^i]^nQirery^jand.irom.thehoure of their 
. l)OAdage>. Yet, on^hfefirft cravings of ap* 
^tite,ihele loulofenlpaHzed wretches dc<^^ 
fired to be returned to iheirxhains- and' 
tkeir flcifa-pot&;. and longed togroaaond^ 
gprm-jvadize ia tiicix Did lly». . ... -' 
,; Hercupt)ii God gave tiiemiileOi. and- 
ib.read.to chetud;.aad he biougiit tbenti: 
iato aland *' flowing vcith milk. and hoi- 
•* ney»" and abouadiiig wilhall the goodt 
flings of this life.' He iiiade them a free:^ 
,anv lovcreign pcapiej difcomfited. theit; 
eneuue^ before them j. and informed cheil: 
j[iidgea, with his own Ipixit, for thedilpetf- 
laiiuu. of ri^teoufuciis ;.inibmuch that. 

•* every 



2^6 The FOOL o? qBALHTj; 

f« every man fat tindci his^QWn i^M» andl 
*''did .what. was ri^ht in his owii eyc«.'^ 
Andy et th^y lafcivioufly |>etitiQQed to be 
{afajeded to a:ilate.D£ Adsox^ifTE DE^i^o^ 
aiSM; and this, for no affigned rt^Sotfi 
£aiye becaufe it ^as the fa&ioo ;, ^ Make 
<< us a king to Judge us^ like to aU the 
« nations around us»^* . ./ 
. ' Here God, in the iame act, approves his 
attributes of mqrcy and rdu^ant ^ufiic^ 
to bis erring creatures. He puniiih^s t!h«iff 
xebciliony hj no greater a feverity tha^ 
the grant ol their requeft* 
•; «^ i\nd the Lord faid unto Sa^ue^ 
*« Hearken unto the voice of the people 
<< in all that diey£iyuntb thee; jFoi^they 
«< have not rc)e(9:ed thee, but they have 
<« reje£led me, that I fhould not reign oves 
** tbetn^ Howbeit, protcft {oltinnly vtot^ 
^^ them, and ibew then> the manner- o£ 
^ the.Js:ing that fhall reign over them. ^ 

** And Samuel tdd all the words ojF 
H the Lord unto the people that aiked 
<V of him aking.. And he iaid, This wiU 
» be the manner of the king that &aU 
^ reign over you t 

<« He will take your fons and appoint 
«*^ them for himfel^ for his chariots^ andco 
<< be hi^ horfemen.. it^nd feme &aU rua 
** before his chariots. And be will ap^ 
<^ pointhim captains oyer thouf^ads,. and 

^ captains; 
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«* "captains tSvcr fifties, and will fet them 
«* taear his gtoutid, and to reap bis har^ 
•^ vefl. And he will ta'ke your dwghters 
•^ to be confedioners, 2^nd cOoks, and 
«f bakers. And he will take your fields, 
««-and your vinejards, and your olivet 
*» yards, even the beftof them. And he 
•« v^iil take your men-lcrvants and your* 
** maiid*ftrv^anrs,andyanrgoadlieft young 
« men, an 1 your afiefi, and put them to 
« ilk. work, and ye fliali be.lus fervanta, 
*^ And ye Ihall cry out in that day, be* 
<* caufe of your king ^h'ich ye fliall have 
f< chofen you ; and the Lord will not 
** hear you in thit day. 
: >« Neverthelefe, the peopli^' rcfufed ta 
f« obey the voice of the JLord and of Sa* 
« mu;&l ; and th^y faid,. N^y» but wt 
^ wiji have a king over usv'* • 
^ And now, Hany; what, do you gather 
fro* ail thefe facred aUvhoritics ? i ga^ 
feer, Sir, anfwered Harry, ixoin the ex- 
^cfeand repeated decUrations of holy 
\vrtt, that whoever he b% wiieithdr fovc^*- 
reign or-iubjecl, .who doth not with that 
all men fliould be iiinited or. tefirained 
from doing injury to any,: is> a rebel to 
^hcowiil ^t the Gqd OF BEN:EFi^.^cB, and 
aA; eoeo^y rto tb© w&juujsj^i^q.^o^ fiuwANi. 

You 
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You have, exclaimed Mr Fen tori, ^0^ 
have, m a few wards, fpokc thrc l^ole 
of the matter. On what you' have faid, 
hang all the law and the prophets. 

' Again, nay dear, coritimied Mr Fentbn^^ 
it is evident from the hiflory, that the 
Jews themfelves did not pay the fmaUefl 
regard to the divine hereditary right of 
kihgftiip. Both David and Solomon, the 
fecond and third in fucceffion, were efta- 
blifhed on th^ throne in direft contra- 
didion to fuch pretended right. And oh 
the fucaffion of Rehoboam, the fourth 
king, ten of the twelve tribes repented 
of their fubniffion to an arbitrary monar- 
chy, and recjuired the king to confent ta 
a limitation of his authority, and to eii* 
tcr into a contraft with thie people/ 

** And they fpake unto Rehoboami 
*' faying. Thy father made our yoke gric- 
•' vous : now therefore make thou the 
** grievous ferv^ce of thy father, and his 
f* heavy yoke ^ which he put upon us, 
^^ lighter, and we will fcrve thee.*' 

But when Rehoboam, by the advice of 
his fleek- headed niiniftry, refufed to cove- 
nant with the people, the ten tribes cried 
out,'<* What portioti have we in David ? 
*^ neither have we inheritance in the fon 
Jf of Jeffe ; to your tents, O Ifrael!" And 
. . - thus 



|jius,thfi[ ten tribes ^c«0l ted from the ar-, 
bi trary dpnauiatiop oi the houfcs of Sa,ul 
siad David* For, as the facred text fays^ 
«* The cause .was frqm the Lord." , , - 
, NpWi> . wheujthefe tea tribes fent and 
called Jeroboam the foB of Neb3,t, and 
paade him kiijigxjy^rlirael j it is moft e- 
vident, tbat they obliged him to limit the 
r^alaqtliority,aad to covenant with them 
fpf.tbe.roftQr4tion and re*.efl:abll£hment of 
theijt popular rights,. For, in the fix th 
fucceffion,,when Ahab fat upon the throne, 
the regal prejfogAtive had not, yet, fo iar 
Ulurped on the cooftitutional rights of 
the people, as to entitle Ahab to deprive 
bis ftibje<5ks even of ,a> garden for herbs. 
, <> And Ahab faid unto Naboth, Give 
" me thy vine) ard^ that 1 may have it 
*,*' f or a g2U*cien of herbs, becaufe it is near 
'-*. uij to*^ my houk ;* and I will give thee 
« for. it a better vineyard; or if it feems 
i* good to thee, I will give thee the worth 
'^i -of it in moaey,. But Naboth faid to 
** Ahab, The Lord forbid that I fliouid 
*fc give the inheritance of my fathers uu* 
*> to thee. So vhab came to his houfc 
f* heavy difpleafed, becaufe Naboth had 
•• faid, 1 wiU not give to thee the inheri- 
*« tauce of my fathers : and he laid him 
^< down upon his bed, and turned away 
^ his face, and would eat no biead/' 

Here 
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- ticre we (ee tliat the people of Ifrad 
liad fo far recovered their originally ia* 
berent and hereditary rights, that the re- 
gal eftate had not the privilege of wreft- 
Sig, from aiiy fo^jcft, fo much as an 
herb-garden. 

- - This was a mortifying circumftancc to 
royal elevation ; but power is feldom un- 
fruitful of expedients. A method was 
found of rending away NaJboth*s proper- 
ty (without his confent) under coloui 

PF THE LAW to WHICH HE »AD CONSlSNTED. 

He was falfely impeaclicd, and forfeited 
his life and inheritance together. But 
God, by the fignal punifiiment which he 
inflidedy for this breach on. the natural 
rights of his people, evinced to the world, 
bow dear they are in the eye oif eternal 

JUSTICE. -> 

. How deplorabk then, my Harry, is 
the fuppreffion ot thefe rights, now nearly 
univer4l throiighout the earth I But when 
people, from their infancy, and from ge- 
neration to generation, have been habi- 
tuated to bondage, oppreilion, and iub- 
miffion ; without any tradition or memo- 
rial dchvered down to them, of a happier 
or more equitable manner of life ; they 
are accuftomed to look on themfdves, 
iheit poffc^ions, and their progeny, as 
the irigbtful property of their xulers, to be 

difpolcd 
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difpdfed of tt pl€t(yivt\ and they no more 
regret- the want 'of* Liberty that they 
never 1 knew, tkart the blind-born regret 
the want 6£ the fight of the fun. 
^' Before 'I ^i'v^ 70U this paper that I 
have in my hand, this epitome or pifturc 
in miniature of the incomparable beau- 
ties of the Britann'C conftitution, it may 
be requifite to premiiie a few matters. 

Travellers, when they furvey a grand 
Egyptian pyramid^ are apt to enquire by 
whom the ftupendous pile was erected, 
and how long it hath ftood the affaults of 
time. But, when nothing of this can be 
developed, imaginationrunt) back through 
antiquity, without bounds; and thence 
contemplates an objed, with peculiar ve« 
neration, that appears as it were to have 
had no beginning. 

Such a ftruclure is the conftitution of 
Great Britain! No records difcover when 
it had a commencement ; neither can a- 
ny annals fpecify the time at which it 
was not. 

William the Norman, above fe ven hun- 
dred years ago, on his entering into the 
Original Contra6t with the people, en- 
gaged t(i govern them according to t le 
bona et apprpba a antiqua regni leges ^ the 
goo , w. li ..pbroyed, and ancieni laws of 
Vol. liU X the 
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STOW elapfed fincc Julius Csefai:, Wjti^f 

fixtb teuDk^^lii«'€aipfl[Miitai:ia^ bore.te- 

fiioiony at weU to the a^tniuity as Qxcel^ 

Icncy of the iyft«n of tl^^: W,8 o,f Baf 

^n. He t,etts u^y.t^t t}ie yep^rat^Ieip]> 

der of t)m Dituigbs:;Wiho then afJinfiiUlff^a 

jui^ice throughavkc . ^«^9l», <l<prive|d . t^eir 

fy fteiQ of govennxicnt irosp Britafp ^ and 

that it waacufioniary for t^ofe ^who.w^re 

defirous of being verfed in the faidi ao^ 

eient inAkiitiofi8,jto go ovjpr tPiBntaiii 

for th^tpurpofe* ^. 

Gaef^tr fecms to recoi|i<iQend» while hf 

ijpecifiest one of the Jaws that was thep 

peculiar to the conAitution of Britaiiif 

fie tells yoQ, that, if a wpm^an was fu« 

fpe^d of the deatji of herJiuiband^^flie 

was queflioned thereupon with feverity 

<< by her neighbours p sind that, if fbe 

was found guilty, fhe was tied alive to ,a 

flake, and burned to death. The very 

trial ufed in^Britain, " by a jury of neigh- 

•♦ bows,'' to thi» day. 

' It is, hen €6) very obvious^ thajt o^r 

Gothic anceftors either adopted what the j 

judged c;?cccUent in the Britifh confiitu- 

tion, or rather fuperadded what was 

deemed to be esLceUent in their own. . 

The 
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' The people who went under the ge» 
beral naihe of Gbths^ were of ntany dif- 
ferent nitio6s»^hd from the Northern^ 
jiefared dd^o db the more Soudiern parts 
ef Europe. 

Their kings welre, originaUjr^ chiefs or 
' gcfnerals, ftppdint^tb leadf volmitary ar« 
tni<b, or cc^cfte^, for the forming of new 
fettlements in 'foreign lands; and thef 
wete followed by. dr free aftd todependent 
multitude, who had previoofly ilipulated 
that they Ihottld ^fli^re and 'CQjoy the pof* 
feifions which t^ir vaibur. Ihould con* 
quer. • ^ "--'^ " . '• .c 

Neist to the general, ia order, the of- 
ficers or principal men of -the »rmy were 
attended, oh fuch expeditions, by their 
kitt^folk^ friends, and dependents^ who 
chofe to attach ' themfelves to^ their per« 
ferns and fc^tunes r^pedively ; and fuch 
atibachniiiuts gave thcfe- officers great 
-powtrknd cfonfideration. 

' On their conqueft or feizure of any 
track of country, a certain portion there* 
of was allotted to the general, for the 
maintenance of his perfon and houfehold. 
The general then divided the remainder 
among his officers, to hold of him, in 
fiei^, at the certain fervice of fo many 
horfe or foot, well armed and provided^ 
&c, and proportioned to the value and. 

X a extent 
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extent of the land affigned« -And the 
faid c flicers. a]^ain, i^^arcelled ^oat the 
greatefi part of the faid pafieffions^i a- 
iiiODg tluii feipcdive loUowcrs, to hold 
of theniiclv^^s, iti like manner and fer- 
• vice as they held ot their geiiejal* 

On the conqopft of a countryv Acy 

' feldom chofe to exterminate the aatiTes 

^or'old inhabitants, but allotted Cix: them 

:aifo fcparate remnants of the iand*;^ aiai 

admitted them to the common at)d eqB^l 

parcicij^ation of tuch lavi^s dr ttfages, as 

the\ bi I ught from their own country-^ 6r 

chole to adopt. n:.^ ? 

Inctepcn^^nl'of the military f«!rvices 
above refer ved, the prince orchierv^ur- 
ther, referved tl/e civil fervice orperfoa* 
al attendance ot 'his feudatory officers, it 
- certain times^ antd f 6r certain' t^rms, at 
his general or national court. Thisdoort 
was compofed of threecit^ttes, thdpsriface, 
the nobles, and fvich^ of th^b pmlthMifi, 
v^hether f^agstn or Chrittian, a^ ;heid/4ji 
fief from the {fince; and tram this kU- 
^ticSal council our Parliament tocfc 
its V rigin. ^ * L 

Ihe feudal officers alfo, on their part, 
referved the Ike fervice and perfonal at- 
tenc ance, of their proper tenants add 
vaflals, at their relpcdive couits of judi- 
catuie. And for as much as, in fuch 

courts 
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rCoUFtSyOO civil GT Criminal fentcnce could 
take pdace, till the voice of the judge was 
affirmed l^ the coort,.which confifted of 
ftich as were peers, or equals to the party 
laccufed ; from thence we derive our free, 
ancient, andXacred inftitution of juitiEs. 
If we look back upon one of thofe fief 
or feudal kings, feated high on his throne^ 
Md encircled with all the enfigns of roy-r 
ilty ^ when we find him intided the fole 
proprietor of all th? lands within his do- 
minions ; when we kear his fubje<£ls ac«^ 
knowledge, that he alone is the fountain 
from whence are derived all pofTeflionSy 
rights, titles, diftint^ions^ and dignities ^ 
when we fee his moft potent prefedrs and 
nobles, with lifted hands and bended 
knees, fweariirg fealty at his feet; whey 
would iiot take him for an arbitrary and 
zooft abfolute prince 2 
. Such a judgment, however, would have 
been very preoMture. No priace could be 
more limited* He had not the licence of 
^doing hurt to the perfon or property q£ 
.the qieaneft vafial throughout his domi-^ 
iiion»» But, was he the lefs powerfu}^ 
think yoU| for being lefs abfolute I quite 
the contrary. While he aded within the 
fphere of his compa<fi with the people,^ 
lie afted in all the perfons and powers of 
the people. Though prefcribedwithrefpe 3t 

X S to 
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to evil, the extent of his beneficence was 
wholly unconfined. He was not dreaded 
indeed, but, on that account, he was the 
more revered and beloved by hrs fubjecis* 
He wad a partof themfclves; the<principal 
member of their body. In him they be- 
held, with delight, their own dignity and 
ftrength fo glorioufly reprefented ; and, 
by being the proprietor of all their hearti, 
he became (he mailer of alltheirhands*- 

O, exclaimed Harry j who wouM wifh, 
after this, to be unreftrained from any- 
kind of evil ? how frightful, how deteft- 
able is that power, which is not eierci- 
fed in acls of benevolence alone F and all, 
who pleafe, may be infinite in the firetcb 
cf a good-will. ■' ' 

True, my dear, faid Mr Fentpn — i- 
I have now, continued he, given'youthc 
rough and unformed rudiments of oui: 
Britannic conftitution. • And here I deli- 
ver to you my little inodeVof th^finifhcA 
conflrudtion thereof, as it niowftands oh 
the revrtlution juil atchicved by hiSi pre?- 
fent gloiious majcfty kW^;^ William. 
' Your reading has infcirmibd youi, and 
may further inform y ou,of the feveral fteps 
and ftruggles^ whereby this great bufinefs 
was finally effefled. It was not luddenly 
ba ought to pafs ; it was the work of many 
^gcs i while Brieain, like Antaeus, though 

often 
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often defeated, rofe more vigofous and 
reinforced from every foiK Of times long 
pafled, what ftupendous charaders ! what 
facred names 1 what watchful councils t 
what bloody eiFufions ! what a people d£ 
heroes ! what fenates of fages ! How hath 
the invention of nature been ftretched^ 
how have the veins of the valiant beea 
cxhaufted, to form, fupport, reform, and 
bring to maturity^this unexampled confti- 
tution, this coalefcence and grandeffortqf 
every human virtue, British Liberty i 
[Here follows Mr Fenton*s fhort fyfteih 
of the beauties and benefits of our con- 
ftitution. But, if the reader loves amufei- 
ment preferable to inftruftion ; he is at 
liberty to pafs it over, and proceed in the 
ftory,] 



The REGAL ESTATE. 

THE king, in the conftitution of 
Great Britain, is more properly the 
king of, than a king over the. people, 
unitpd to them, one of them, and contain- 
ed in thenu At the fame time that he is 
acknowledged the headot theirbody,he 
is their prificipal fervantor minilter, being 
the deputeeoi' their executive power. 

His 
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His claim to the throne is not a clatm, 

as of fomc matter of property or perfonal 

right ; he doth not claim, but is claimed 

by the people in their parliament ; and be 

is clainKd or called npon, not to theinve- 

.ftiture of poffeffions, but the performance 

of duties. He is calkd upon to govern 

. the people according to the laws by which 

they thcmfelves have confented to be go« 

vcrned ; to caufe juftice and mercy to be 

difpenfed throughout the realm ^ and, to 

his utmofi, to execute, proted, and main* 

tain the laws of the gofpel of God, and 

the rights and liberties of all the people 

^withoiit diftiiidion : and this he fweara 

on the gofpel of God to perform. And 

^thtrs* as all others owe allegiance to the 

king, THE KING HIMSELF OV^£TH AjLLE^ 
eiANCE TO THE CON STITT^TION. 

The ej^fience of a king, as one of the 
three eftates, is immutable, indrTpenfible,. 
and indefeafible: the conftitutioa cannot 
fubfifl without a kin^. But then^his-pcr- 
ibnal claim of pofie&os, and of hereditary 
fucceflion to the throne, is, in feveraLin- 
fiances precarious and defeaiiDle r as, ia 
cafe of any natural iiicapacity to govern^: 
or of an open avowal of principles i-ncpnu- 
patible with the coBfiitutton ; or ip cafe 
of overt a^s deE:.onftrative of Aieh princiir* 
pks ^ or ot any attempt to fap, or over«- 

throw 
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throw a fui^daitiental gart otrhar f^ftemy 
uhicb^be was> called iq^ iand conihtuted9 
and has iuo^n to maintain. 

Though the clai^A o^ all kings to the 
throne ol Great Biitain, i^ a limited and 
■ defeafible. claim ; .) e the world can aff rd 
no rival,' in power or glory, to a coh- 
iTiTUTiONAt suviiRMaN of thclc frcc 
dominions* -^ . ; 

For the honour of their own body, they 
have invefttd this their head with, all pof- 

• fible illuftration : he concentrates the rays 
t}£many nations. They have clothed him 
in, royal robes, and circled hib head with 
a -diadem, and en^throned hnx) on high ; 
and they bow tiowa before the mirror ojf 
their own majefty. 

Neither aie his the mere cpfigns or ex- 
ternal ihovMs of regency : he is invelted 
al2'b^\\kh powerSj much giQi^ real than if 
they were abfolMtCt, - - 

1 "There are three capital prerogatives, 
with which the kmgisentiiufted* which, 
ft hrfl lights app^r of feariul and dan- 
gerous tendency j and which mult infal- 
libly and quickly end in arbitrary domi- 
nion, if they were not counterpuiied an(i 
counteracted. 

His principal prerogative is to make 

* war or peace, as a|lb treaties, leagues, and 

' alliances witii foreign potentateSr 

His 
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His fecondpTClOgiti^^^$to^^ztt 
and appoint all ipinm^i^ an^ leryancs of 
iiate, all judg^s^ and"^ aciminiftratbra^ of 
juftice. and aU officers/ civil '6r oailitaryi 
throujznout theie realms. 

His third capital prerogative is^' that he 

ihonld have the whole executive power 

• of the government of theie nationsi' by 

his faid minifters and oj^cers^ both civU 

' and military. 

I might here alfo have added a fourth 
prerogative, which muft have b^n capi- 
tally everiive of the conftitution, had it not 
been limited in theoi;iginaltruft; I^mean 
a power of granting pardop to criminal?. 
Had this power been unreftrained, all ob- 
ligations to juflice might be abfblved at the 
' king's plealure. An evil king might even 
encourage the breach of law : he mufi:, 
.unquefiionably, have difpenfed with :dl 
illicit ads that were perpetra^ted by' his 
own orders.; and this aflurance ot pardo^ 
. muft, as unqueflioaably, have encourageil 
all his minillers and officers to execute His 
will, as the only rule ot their obedience. 
But God, and our glorious anceliors b$ 
prailed ! he is reftraiued irom protecting 
his btil beloved minifters, when they have 
: effeded, or even imagmed the damage of 
. the conititution. He is ai(o limited in ap- 
peals brought by the lubjed fox murder 

or 
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^ r6|?Der]f; But, on ind|^ments in his 

p vvii name, for offences againft his proper 

perft^i^ and govern men t, fiipli a^ rebellionf 

• Wfurre^ion, riot, and breaches of the 

Eeacc^by murder, main, or rbbbery, &c. 
ere he is at liberty to extend the arm of 
WmercyV foraliiiuch as there are many 
tafes fo circumftanced, fo admlilive of pi* 
tiable and palliating conuderations, that 
fmnmu^jus^ or ftriA juftice, might prove 
fumna injuria^ or, extieme injufiice. 
'' All piH*donable offences are diftinguifli* 
ed by the title of " crimina Ixfae maje« 
*Vil:atis— fins againft the king :'* all un- 
pardonable offences are difiinguiflied by 
the tiUe of," crimina Isefae libertatis — 
iin3 againft the conftitution." la the 
firft cafe, the injury is prefumed to ex- 
tend no further than to one or at few in- 
dividuals ; iu the fccond, it is charged as 
a (in s^ainft the public, againft the coU 
Icftive body of the whole people. Of 
the latter kind are i^uifances thatqiay en- 
danger the lives of travellers on the high- 
way ; buty more capitally, any imagina- 
tipi), proved by overt- aa or eVil advice, 
teiiciing to change the nature or form of 
finy one of the^ three eftates; or tending 
to yeft the government, or the admini- 
ftration thereof, in any one, or any two 
of the faid eftates, independent of the 

other J 
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other ; of tending to raifc Dapdtng ar-' 
xniest or to continue them in time of 
peace without the confent of parliament; 
or tending to give any foreign ftare an 
advancige over thefe realms by iea or 
by land, &€• 

The king hath alfo annexed to his dig- 
mity many further very important powers 
and prerogatives ; though they do not fo 
intimately intertere with the conftitutionr, 
as the capital prerogatives above recited. 
He is firft confidered as the \>riginal 
proprietor of all the lands in thefe king- 
doms; and he founds this claim, as well 
on the conqueft by William the Nor- 
man, as by the limited kings or leaders 
of our Gothic anceflors. 
' Hence it comes to pafs that all lands, 
to which no fubjed: can prove a title, arc 
fuppofed to be in their origin il owner; and' 
arc therefore, by the coniiitution, veiled 
in the crown. On the fame principle, 
alfo, the king is intitled to the lands of 
all perfons who die without heirs ; as alio . 
to the pofleflions of all who are convicted 
of crimes fubverfive of the coniiitution or 
public- weal. 

His perfon, while he is kingor inclufive 
of the firfl eftate, is conftitution<^ll y facrcrl, 
and exempted fron^ all acts o^ violence or 
conftraint. As one oi the eiiateS| alio, lie 

is 
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U eonftituted a corporation, and hisTefte* 
MeipfOy or written tefiimony^ amounts to 
a matter of records He alfo exercifes, at 
prefenty the independent province of fup- 
j^ying members to the fecond efiate, by k 
new creation ; a very large acceilion to his 
original powers. Bifliops alfo are ilow ap- 
pointed and nominated by the king, ano- 
ther confiderabie addition to the royal 
prerogative. His is the fole prerogative 
to coin or imprefs money, and to fpecify^ 
thange, or determine the current valud 
thereof} and for this purpofe he is fup* 
pofed to have refer ved, from this original 
grai^ts of lands, a property in mines of 
gold and filver, which are therefore called 
royalties. 

As he is one of the thred conftitutional 
isftates, no action can lie againil him in 
any court} neither can he be barred of 
his title by length of tim&Or entry. And 
thefe illuftrations of his dignity caft rays 
€f anfwerable privileges on his royal 
^onfort, heir^apparenc, and eldeft d^ugh'* 
ter. , 

The J^ing hath alfo fome other inferior 
and conditional powers, fuch as ot miliia- 
ting fairs and markets 3^ and of ifluuig pa- 
■tcntd*for fpecial or perfonal purpofes pro* 
vided they ihali not oe found to intringe 
on the rights ot otbersn He is alio en* 

VoullI^ Y tiullcd 
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ttufted with the guardianfiiip of the per^ 
ions and pofifeiffionj^of idiots^iadlufiatic:^ 
without account. 

I leave his majefty's prerogative of a 
negative voice ia the legiflature ;.-ai» aUa 
his prerogative (or rather duty) frequency 
to.call the two other eftates to parliament, 
and duly to cojtitinue^ pirorogue, and dii^ 
folvq the fame ; till I come to.rpe;ak of the 
three eftates^ wheu in iuqh parliament 
ajQTembled. . . , ^ 

. I^ere then we find, that.aking of Great 
Britain is, conftitutionally, inyeiied with 
every powipr^that can pofilbly be.exejried 
in an^s of beneficence. . 'And that, while 
he continues tomove withip thefphere of 
his bcnij^n appointment, he continues to 
be conftuuted.the n^oft wprthy, mo^ 
mighty, and moil glorious x^pFe^Tea^tiivf 
of Omnipotence upon earthy. , r r, . v 
In trc;ating of the fecpnd ^d .thi^^ e^ 
ilate, I come natu];^ly to confider wj^g: 
thofe reilraintsare, which, while th^y ^^ 
preserved inyidiate, have fo happy,a tq»r 
dency to the mutual profperity of piipc^ 
^nd people. . ; . . u 
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The A R I S T O CR A T r C A L, or 
SECOND ESTATE. 

\ 
• 

\ « 

THE Mobility, or fccond eftatc, in 
the conftitution of Great Britain, is 
originally reprefentative. The members 
ijeere ennobled by tenure, and not by writ 
or patent j and they were holden in fer- 
Vice, to the c^rown and kingdom, for th6 
refpeftive provinces, counties, or baronies, 
whofe name they bore, and which they 
teprefented. 

A title to be a member, of this fecond 
eflate, was from the beginning hereditary : 
the king could not anciently either create 
or defeat a title to nobility. Their titles 
were not forfeitable. Live by the judg- 
iments of their peers upon legal trial ; and 
when any were fb deprived, or happened 
to die without he;rs> the fucceflion was 
dec'med too important to be otherwife fill- 
ed, than by the concurrence of the three 
eftates, by the joint and folemn act of 
the Parliament, or Commune Conci- 
lium R£GNI. 

; Thefc truths arc attefted by many an- 
cient records and parliamentary acls. And, 
although this mod highly ennobling cu- 
ftom was, at particular times, infringed 
by particular tyrants ; it was inviolably 

Y a ^ adhered 
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adhered to by the bcft of our Eoglifb 
kings J ?pd was ohfcrved ^v(jn by 4flic 
worft, e^ceptang a few inftanecg,. till tjie 
reign cf Henry VIL who wiflied to give 
ccnfcqucnce. to the third eftate, Xfy ^^^ 
dufting from the honours and powers .pf 
the fecond. 

\r tn>th^ it is not to be wondered i^bat 
an) kings, who were ambitious of ^tcjnd- 
ing their « wn pp>ver, fhould wifli to brc3k 
and weaken that oJF the nobility,, whq had 
diflinguiflied themfelves, by fo many glo- 
rious liandSjforthe maintenance of liberty 
and the conftitution, more particulfurly 
during the reigns of JobUj Henry III. t|xe 
iecond Edward, andfecoad Richard.^ 

Till Harry VI1» the nobles were looked 
upon as fo many pillars whereon the pe(^ 
pie refted their rights, Accordingly we 
£j;d that, in the coalition or grand com- 
pact between Joh^n and the co)le<^ive body 
of the nation, the king and people joiAt* 
ly agree to confide to the nobles, the jfu* 
perintendance of the execution of the 
great charter, with authority to th^mt and 
their iucccflbrs, to enforce the due pqir- 
formance of the covenants thereia com* 
prifed^ 

What an illuftrating diftinAion mufl it 
have been, when patriot-excellence alone 
(approved before the country in tke field 
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tr the council) could give a claim to no- 
bility, and compel, asit were, the united 
eftates of king, lords, and commoas, to 
call a man up to a fecond feat in the go^ 
^crnment and lleerage of the nation. 

Such a prefef ence muft have proved att 
ilnremittiug inciteoieut to the cultivation 
and exercife of every virtue ^ and tofuci 
exertions, atchievements, and acis of pu« 
blic beneficence, 'as ihould draw a min^ 
forth to fo fiiining a point of light, and 
fet him like a gem ia the gold of the coni^ 
ftitutioDr 

The crowB did not, at oncev affu me the 
independent right of conferring nobility. 
Henry IIL firii omitted to call £bme of the 
barons to parliament who were perfonally 
obnoxious to him, and he iffued his writs 
or written letters tofome others who were 
not barons, but from whom he expeded 
greater conformity to arbitrary meafures* 
Thefc writs, however, did not ennoWe the 
party tilLhe wis admitted, by the fecond 
eftate, to a feat in" parliament ; neither ^ 
was fuch nobility^ by writ, hereditary. 

To fupply thcfe defects, the arbitrary 
ininiftry of Richard 11. invented the oje* 
thod of ennobling by letters-pateat, at 
the king;'s pkafuie, whether for years^ or 
for hfe, or in fpecial or general tail, or 
ill fee-iimple to a man and his heirs at 

Y i~ larg^e. 
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large. This prerogative^ howeveF^ was 
therd^ifter, in many kiftances, declined 
and difcontinucd, more partfeularly by 
the conftitutiona) king Harry the Vth, till 
meeting; with no oppofition frorn the o- 
ther two eftates, it has fticceffively 4ie« 
fcended^ from Heary VII. on sine crowd- 
ed heads, through a prefcription of near 
a century and a half.. 

Next to the kingv the people have al- 
lowed, to theit peerage, feveral privilege; 
"of the moil uncommon and illufirious di^* 
ftinSion,^ Their Chrifiian names,. and the^ 
names that defcended to thcmlrom their 
anceftops are abforbed by the name frona* 
whence they take their title of honour^ 
and by tbi^ they make their fignature in.' 
all letters and dieeds* Every temporal^ 
peer of the Fealm is deemed a kiniinaa 
to the crown »^. Their depofition on their 
honour is admitted in place of their oath^^ 
fcve where they pcrfon ally prefent them-> 
felves zs witneflfes of faifts^; and faving 
their oaths of allegiance, fupremacy, and 
abjuration. Their perfons are at all times 
exempted from arrefts,. except in criminal 
cafes.- A defamation of their character 
is highly puniihable, however true the 
facls may be, and deferving of cenfurc. 
During fefiion of parliament, all a^pns- 
andfiuts at law againft peers. ard fufpend^^ 

cd». 
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ed. In prefentmefits' or indidoients by 
grand jurieSy and on impeachments by th€ 
-houfe of conmions^ peers are to be tried 
by their peers alone ; for, in all criminal 
cafes, they are privileged front the jurif- 
diAion of inferior courts, excepting oa 
appeals for nvurder or robbery, Peers^ 
are alfo exempted from ferving on in- 
quefts. And, in all civil cafes, where a. 
peer is plaintiff, there muft be twa or 
xnore knights impannelled on the jury. 

The biihops, or fpiritual l(M*ds, have 
privilege of parliament, but have not the 
above privileges of perfonal nobility, la 
all criminal cafes, laving attainder and 
impeachment, they are to be tried by Sk 
petit-jury.- Moreover, Iriihops do not 
vote, iu the houfe of lords, on the trial 
of any perfon for a capital crime. 

All the temporal aad fpiritual nobles^ 
that compofe tne ftoule of lords, however 
differeut in their titles and degrees of no-^ 
bility, are called peers (pares) or equals -;, 
•bccaufe their voices are admitted as of 
equal value, and that the vote of a bilhop 
or baron ihall be equivalenc to that of an. 
archbfihopor duke. 

The capital privilege (or rather prero* 
gative).ot the houfe of peers con (ills in* 
their being the fupreme court of Judic^i- 
isasc^ to wiiQxatUa final ^ecifion of aiL 

civili 
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-civil caufes are cocfided and referred, m 
the laft rcfort. 

This conflitutional privilege is a wfexgh- 
ty counterpoife to his majcfty's fcQond 
prerogative of appointing the admini- 
flrators of judice throughout the na- 
tion ; forafmuch as judged (\vho are im- 
. mediately under the influence of the 
crown) are yet intimidated from infrin- 
,ging* by any fentence, on the laws or 
conftitutioA of thefe realms, while a judg- 
ment, fo highly fuperior to their own, 
impends* 

The fecond great privilege of the houfc 
of peers coniiUs in their having the fole 
judicature of all impeachments commen- 
ced and profccuted by the commons* 
And this, again, is a very weighty coub- 
terpoife to his majefty V third prerogative 
of the executive government of thefe na- 
tions by his miniftersi £nce no miniiler 
can be fo great, as not juftly to dread the 
coming under a judgment, from whicli 
the mightine(s of his reyal mafter cai^ 
not proteftliim- 

The third capital privilege of the hou& 
of peers fubfifts in their mare, or parti- 
xular department of riglits, in the kgifla*- 
ture. This extends to the framing of any 
bills, at their pleafure, fpr the purpofes 
of good government ^ faving. always to 

the 



The fool of (jrtJALITY. t6t 

the commons their incommunicable right 
of ^^i\ting |a«s^ fi^bfiid^es to.b^ levied 
on t^beir cqn|litucnts. $ut, on fuch bills, 
as on all btheys, tbeho'ufe of lords have 
s^ iiegativf J ^ b^ppy coypterppife to thei 
pp^er bqlhof king an4 conjmons, fhould 
demands op flfc.one part, or bountic3 oa 
th^.Qth^r, exceed w|i4t is requifite. 

The change of the ancient Modus, ii| 
conferring nobility, h^s npt hitherto, as 
1 truit, been, of apy conficlerable detri^ 
ment to the weal of the people. Bat> 
£hpu|d. fonrie. future, nr^ijefty, or rather 
fprpe. future ipiniftfy^ehtltle, folk to a 
voice in thq fecpnd.eftate,. on any confi*- 
dif ration, fave tha|: of eminterit virtue and 
patriot lerYice ;. might it b^ poflible, that 
iuqh minifteis ibou^ take a 5:nrthe.r ilride, 
and, confer nobiliiy fur a^ipns deferving^ 
pi, int^aiy ; fliouid they even covenant 
;to grant inch honours and dignities, ia 
lieu of fcrvices fubverfive of the conftif 
tutioj^ ; a majority of fuch ^ p^er^ge muft 
either pi ovc too light to effect any pu- 
Jblic benefit, or heavy enough to cifefik 
the public perdition. 
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The DEMOCRATICAL, or * 
THIRD ESTATE.. 

THE Election of commoners, to be 
immediate truftccs and apt repre? 
fentatives of the people in parlianient; 
is the hereditary and indefeafible privi* 
lege of the people. It is the privilege 
which they accepted, and which they re* 
tain, in exchange of their original inhe- 
rent and hereditary right of fitting with 
the king and peers in person, for the 
^uardianihip of their own liberties, and 
the inilitution of their own laws. 

Such reprcfentatives, therefore, can ne» 
ver have it in their power to give, dcler 
gate, or extinguiih the whole ot any part 
of the people's infeparable and unextin* 
guiihable ihare in the legSflative power ; 
neither to impart the fame to any one of 
the other eftates, or to any perfotis or 
perfon whatever, either in or out of par* 
liament. Where plenipotentiaries . take 
4ppon then^l to abpliih the authority of 
their own principals j or where any ip- 
condary agents attempt to defeat the 
power of their primaries \ fuch agents and 
tpldnipotentiaries defeat their own com« 
miilion, and all the powers of the truft 
iicctifarily revert to the coniUtuents. 

The 
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. ' The perfons of thefc temporary truftees 
of the people, dufring their feiffion, and 
for fourteen day3 before and after every 
meeting, adjourn anient, prorogation, and 
diflblution of parliament^ are equally ex« 
empted, with the perfons of peers, from 
arrefis and durefs of every fort. > ' 

They are alfo, during their iieifion, to 
have ready, a^cefs to the kisg or houfe of 
lords, and to addrefs or confer with them 
on all occafionSk 

No member of the houfe of commons 
no more than of the houfe of peers, fhaU 
fuffer, or be queflioned, or compelled to 
iiiritnefs or anfwer, in any court or place 
\irhatfoever, touching any thing faid or 
done by himfelf or others in parliament^ 
In order that perfed freedom of fpeech 
•and adion may leave nothing undone for 
the public weal. 

They have alfo^ during feffion, an equal 
power with the houfe of lords, to punifh 
any who (hall prefume to traduce their 
<}i^nity^ or detra6t from the rights or 
privileges of any member of the houfe. 

,.T^e commons forocya court of judica- 
ture, diftind from the judicature of the 
lioufe of lords. Theirs is the peculiar ' 
privilege to try and adjudge the legality 
-ci the ele^ion of their own members. 
They m^y fiae and confine their own 

members. 
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members, aisr wtll as otiiergj for rfeliA* 
quency or bStncG agfaittft li^iicmoca^ of 
their houfe; Btit itt ^ dtliisif ^tftters of 
judicaturei they are fxierely a cioiirf ^ 
inquifition and prrfeAtisient/ and^oi^^ a 
tribunal of defimtivt jv^gaOBtl $ - ♦: > / 

In this refpedy boirevtr, thii^aife ex* 
tremely formidabte^ Utey ocMlltfUle the 
Grand Inqueft of the.&ation-j'ft^ which 
great and good pufpofe they^tr fuppofed 
to be periedly qualified by a peflbnal 
knowledge of what hath been tran(aAed 
throughout the feveral Ihires, cities, aiid 
boroughs, from whence they affemblci 
and which they reprefent. 

Over and above their inquiry into all 
(public grievances, wicked miniilers, tran& 
grefiing magifirafes, corrupt judges and 
jufticiaries, who fell, deny, or delay juftice; 
evil counfeliors of the crown, who attempt 
or dcvife the fubverfion or alteration of 
any part of the conftitution ; with all fuch 
lovergrown malefadors as are deemed »- 
iove the reach of interior courts ; come 
under the particular cognizance of the 
commons to be by them impeached, and 
i)reierited for trial at the bar of the honfk 
x>i lores. And theiie inquiiitory and jtt^ 
dicial powers of the two houfes^ from 
which no man under the crown can be 
exempted^ are deemed a fufficient allay 

and 
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«fd cmiAtfi^xiife to tbe whdb executive' 
»ower of^ the kiu^ hf his? minifters. 

. ThcleipitaJ(i^d»gkttm of the power 
^ ths cammofRsi^in aUre^^s coequai> 
^itk tjbit of the peecs. Thqr frame ^^y 
biUi at f>IedNe fdt the pUrpofet of good> 
^dvernneat* They eitercife a right, 2sr 
the lo^ alfo do, t» propofe and bring id 
btlte, for the amendoieiit or repeal of old- 
lawSy^asWdl avfor the ordainmg or in- 
Hittition of new onesi And each hoafty 
Alike, hath a qentitre on all bilU dia* are* 
jfeamed and pa«d by the other. 

But the capital, the iilCQmmunicable, 
privilege of the houfe of commons, arifes 
from that holy truft which their cdftfti* 
ttients rq^dTe id them ; whereby they are 
unpoweied ta borrow iitom the people a> 
fmall portion of dieu: property, in Order 
toreftoreit, tfaredbld in the advaatages 
of peace, equal government, and the en** 
couragemect of trade, indufhy, and the 
manufaaures* 

To in^iart a^y cf thas truft^ would bfr 
a breach of the coafiitution ; and evea to- 
abufe it, woidd be a ietonious breach c£ 
icommon honefty* 

By this fundamental tnlft, and incom- 
immicabk privilege, the commons have* 
the foIe.power over the moaey of the peo^ 
|dei to graiit-or deii^^ads^ac^rding as 

yofcau. i they 
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they ihall jittdj^ thbtn dtbelr reqtf ifite tfr 
unnecdTarjr to the pubKc forvicc. Tliei»' 
is the province^ and theirs alone, td in- 
quire and judge of the frmral occafiiM&sr^ 
for which fuch afids mdiy be rehired, dud* 
to meafure and apprc^riate the iums to 
their refpedive ufes* Theirs aUb is the. 
fole province of framhig ^ bills or kws* 
for the impofing of aiiy taxes, ^ad of ajH 
pointing the means t)f leryidg tiie iame 
Qpon the people. Neither miy the firft 
or fecohd eftate, either kiog of peerage, 
propound or do any thing relating to: 
thefe matters, that may any way inter^- 
fcre with the proiccfedings- ^ the coih*'' 
XQons ; fave. in thtir liegative or ajSent to 
fuch bills, when prefented to them;"#idi^* 
out addition^ dedudu>n. Or alt^nation o£ 
any kind* ^ - :»■ . "'''.•.' r ..: ^i ; ^^u • 

After fuchrlike aids and tax^h^e been 
levied and di^yofed o^ the commons'hkve 
the further right of inquiring and exam¥*' 
ning into the application of iktd aid&; of., 
ord toing all accounts relMive thereto^o 
be laid before them ; and of cenfuring the 
abufe ormifappUcation thereof* . ^ ' 

The royal afient to all other bills is ear** 

preffedby the ternis, *« JLe roy le veut— 

^ . the king wills- it :^' but when the dom^: 

mons prefent their bills ol aid to his in»» 

^fty, it is answered) *^ 1^,tqj rcmercicr^ 
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f^ fe$ kyil A^Cifts ^irt; aii^fi? k veut-- the 
« king fchapkj Jaisjoyal fubj^dSi and fo 
« willetli)', M €^ppefe ackrn0\yledgment, 
tb^t the righir^f granting or levying mo- 
mc§y f(>r,publk>i|>«f|)ofc%^cs folely, in- 
herendyt and, incomipunic^ibly, in the 
people, sfflid their reprefentatives. 

* This, capital prirYikgc of the commofis 
,cc!^ftitut«s the gi^and counterpoife to the 
king's fK'incipal pferogative of making 
peace or war j fox> how important muft a 
warlike ent^rpxife prove, without money, 
.which makes the fincws thereof ! And. 
thus the people and their reprefentatives 
ilill retain in their hands the grand mo- 
mentum of the conftitution, and of all 
liuman affairs. • -^ 

* Diftingniftied reprcfentatives ! Happy 
people ! immutably Aappy, while wor* 

THILY represented! ' 

'• As the f ather5 of the feveral families^ 
-throughout the kingdom, nearly and ten- 
derly comprize and reprefent the perfons, 
cares, and- concerns, of their refpeciivc 
houfeholds; fp tbefe adopted fathers im- 
mediately reprefent, and intimately con- 
centrate, the perfons and concerns of their 
^rcfpeclive conftitucnts, and in them the 
collective body or fum of the nation. 
And while thcfc fathers continue true to 
their adopting children, a iingle ftoqe 

* .. A Z 2 cannot 



t«S The fool oi Q«AtrPf, 
c^iiBot lapfe from Ae^iiEAi^^iiABkrti o# 

THE COMSTITUTIOH* , ' 

\ ' • 

The tHREE ESTATES, ia 
Par h I AMEHT. 

W mens, in parliament affembled^ 
tlie people kave depofited their kgifljative 
cT abfolute power, in thust, for their 
whole body J: the faid king, kmls, «id: 
.commons, when fo affembled,, being the 
great reprefentative of the wh<^ nation,, 
^s if ail the people wer^ tben^ cpnu^nedL 
in one general auembly . ^ ^ 

As the inftitutioh, repeal, and afloend^ 
went of laws, together with the Tedreft- 
of public grievance^ and offisnces, are noir 
within the capaqity of any of the three? 
eflates diftinft from the others t the f rb-^ 

^UENT HOi.DlK&OF BARLIAM£NTS IS the 

vital food, without which the confiiCtt>^ 
tution cannot fubfift.. 

The three eftates originall]^, when a£^ 
fembled in parliament, lat together coo^ 
•fulting in the open field. Accordingly at- 
Running Mead,, five hundred years ago^ 
king John pafied the great charter (as there?- 
in is exprefied) by the advice of the h)rd^ 
i^ijitiiaJi and teinporal, by the advice o£~ 



fevcf ^ ?G«nqw»er|^ (by js^m^ recited), ei\ 
aliorum Jidelium^ and ofotshcrs his faithful 
people.' And, in the twettty-fifft claufe 
o^:4b6'^&«^<«]MM4^^^ l;»&cd«miants, that^ 
•* for having th? coxxiajQD cpuncil of tho 
•* kingdom t6 affefs^aids, he Will c^iuf© 
** the lords fptritiial and teniporal to be 
^ 4vm^>^°^f):hy hi» wj^tsi^ -^4 moreover y 

5^~ thftt Jh^ wilViCwft the .priqj:iipal Com.-* 
^.'^mo^ers, orJbofe wbo held irojxi hia^ 
•> in oh^f^ tQ:h^ generally fuoMHanedta 
^5 iki^J , piriiamcnts ty feis &eriffs and 

- Jnjthe &id aflTemblie^jthjOiwey^r* the ^on-^ 
C^ur.& becan^^fo^fys^tjind diforderjy, and 
the eonteft* frc^eotly . fo high betweeai 
^he.vfeveigaJ.cft/ktes, ia. affeni^n of their 
refpective prerogatives aad privileges ^ 
t^^t litey jud^dii mor^e^edicn.t to fie 
ap^l, ai>d fep^rately jto ejiierci& tlvs offi-^ 
c^fi ^ their fefpje^ive.departmfnts. 

; }^s there, ijs.oQ mstarorfj^t df meo^ no» 
c|Ma Of . corporatioo» bo village, or cityy 
throughout the kingdom, ihatis not re^*; 
pfefiputed biy (heje their' delegates in par^* 
lament ^ this. great body-politic, of repre-s 
^ntative of the nation, confiils, )ik^ the; 
t(Qdy-n.aty ral» of a head and feveral inecn-'. 
iNersitwhi^l^ being endowed with difF&ren& 
powers for the exercife of different o0ices^ 
9^tu y Qi conaejcled by one main and cpmnrK)m 
i»Uicil> and actuate^ by on£. life or; 
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SPIRIT OF FOBLIC UASOH,- -Odledi. li«^ 

In all fteps of national import, the king^ 
18 to be conduced by the dtreS:ioB*o£ the: 
parliament, his greatnationaLcouacBf ^ 
council) on whom it is eqttally inevmbentr 
to confult for the king witb wkoo^^faey 
are conneAed, and for Ihe people by wBom. 
they ape delegated, and whom iBscy ^rck 
^efent. Thus the kkig is, conftitirtikulp^ 
a^y, to be guided by theftnfe «(f tiie fW^ 
fiament ; and the parliatntinl alilbe is, cock 
fiitutionaliy , to be guided by the geiia:a]b 
itnfe of the people. The t^»^ eftattt in: 
p^rliainest are the cenfiitiMiits of the 
king; and the people, mediattl3f4u?ia^ 
RieSately, are the confiituettts et thettlvoi 
efiates in .parliaxnent. . . j 

Now, while the. three eibaitcs aft: dfe' 
jltoAly, within tbeirvDefpeAive d«par^ 
Kiepts, they affcft and are reciproc^ly^*' 
icfted by each othec This, adion ^iiMk 
reaction produces that general and fyfie* 
matic contrcul which) tike cons€I£ncb^ 
pervades and fuperinteads the whcde,, 
cheeking and pvohibitiAg evil from everyr 
part of the confiitutioni.^ And, fiono this* 
confinement of e^ery part to the rule of 
KieHT REASON, arifeth the great law ok* 

1,]BBRTY TO ALh* 

For loftancei the king has the fph^ 
prerogative of o^aking^ war, &c Bot^ 

Ibeik 
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-Aen' tiiiEjneaiiftaTe in the hands cf the- 
people; and their rcprefenta^ve?. 
,,; iSgata;. tothe king is committed the 
«kole executive p9 war,.. But then the 
mitiiffers of th^ power are accountable 
ID a^ tribunal^ iroTU which a criminal has 
|to appeal or deliverance to look for. 
i^ lAgaiw: to the king is committed the 
^dgni^mee of all cayfes* But, fliould his 
jcidgea or jtifiiciaries pervert the rule of 
iiighteoulnefi) aai inquifition^ impeach* 
ment^ and tria} mipends^ from whofe 
jpdgflsent the judges cannot be exempted*, 
i ' ikgaift : the king hath a negative upon 
alt bi&8» wtie»by his own prer^ogatives are 
guai^ded'frem invafion* But, ihould he 
Mfnfethe K>yal afient to bills tending to 
the general* good of the fobjc^t, the Com^ 
kion^ can aUTo with-hold their bilk of a& 
fefiment^ ^or suinex' t^e rejected bills to 
their laill^ of aid$; and they never failed 
Ifea'pafs in &ch agreeable company* 
^ Laiily : to the king is committed thf: 
,fight of calling the two eftates to parlia* 
ment. Bi?t mould he reiufe io to calf: 
tiiem, fuch a refufal would be deemed 
^ an abdication of the conilkiition ;" and^ 
tkQ one need be told^at this da^ that ^^ aa 
^ abdication of the conftitution is ah 

•• ABPICATION OF 'THE THRONE.*' 

ThuS) while the king adis in consent 
vkh the parliament, and his people^ be 

if 
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'is Hmitlefs, irrefifitble» onni|K>fofifc tiftdty 

earth ; he is the free wielder of aU>rthe 
powers of a free and oobk poopje^si ^^S 
throned over all the kiogs^f ^bi&.<stii{i}re^ 
of men* But, ihopldhe aitampt U^\itp^^ 
)>0UDds9 iliould he pad for i^^j^i^ndfiiifiQ > 
he finds himfelf hedged 'iD^iaiKiftrait^ie^ 
on every fide; he finds biaifelfj^bftadofi^d 
by all his powers, and juftiy lefft to *jfti^i6^ 
of litter impotence and ina^op*., ; j-^,a 

Hence is imputed tqChe^foveffign b^aj^sr 
in the confiitution of Great Britsiii^ t^ 
high and divine attribute^^HB nifio .c;^n: 
i>o MO w&ONe ; for he is &) circuo^igri^f^ 
from ihe poffibility.of ti^ani5?cei5k>jp, :tjfetfe 
po wrong can be permitted to ^)i.k|Pfg 
in the confi:itution. . . ^ < .-^ 

. While the king is thns cpntrottlcd by^ 
the lords and tbecoiaainion^; while lht.Ior^g^ 
are thus controuJed by; tj»e con^oAftAP^ 
the king; and while th^ comiPiQp^i«^^ 
thus controukd by tjbe other, two /^^f^ 
frcHii attempting any tMng to the pi^i^; 
dice of the general, 'welfare ; .Xhf t^e;<^ 
eftates ma) be aptlycompated tpthreepil-^ 
Jbirs, divided bejow at equi-diftaq^angles^ 
but united aiyi fuppoited at topyMncjC'^ys. 
l^y the bearing of each pillar 9g^ii)il th& 
others. lake but any pnje.olthe(c.:piIlar% 
away, ^nd the otiicr two n^uft i>;evit«^^l]^ 
tomye. But, while ull hcI on each 
^tj^er^ all arc equiiU); LuunUraded, aij^c^ 

' * ' thereby 



4&ef9b]r tiffinn afeftl eftabUik the i^tnerat: 
irame. 

Howdeplerablethen woulditbe,iliould^ 
tbk eiaborate ftruAnre of our happy coil^ 
•Aittttioiiy mthin the ihort period of ik 
-thoofand y€ars heiice, poffibly in half the 
iifBe, faH » prey to effeminacy, pufihni- 
mity, Yenality, xnd feduSion ; like ibme 
aAdent oak, the lord of the for eft, to a^ 
pack of vile worms that lay gpawiog zt 
the root; or like Egypt, be contempt!-^ 
biy deftroyed ** by lice and locuftsl*' 

Should the morals of our conftituentt^ 
ever come to be debauched; confent, 
"which fe the fait 4af lilierty, would then. 
he corrup^tedr and no fait might be found 
wherewith it could be feaibned; Thofe 
who/' are inwardly the fervafits of fin^, 
tnuft be outwacdiy the fervants of inr 
Utience. £ach man would then be as. 
the Trc^n horfe of old,, and carry the: 
enemies of his country within his bofom^ 
Our own appetites would then induce us 
to betray our own interefts ; and ftate*^ 
policy would feize us by the hand of ous 
mfts, and lead us *< a wilting Sacrifice to* 
«» our own perdition,*' 

Should it ever come topafs,,thatcorrup«> 
tion, like a dark and low hung mift, ihouldi 
i^read from man to man, and coven thefe 
lands : flxould a general diflblution o£ 

tinanneri' 
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^mannets prevail : Ihoulil vice be cbunte* 
nanced and communicated by the leaders 
of faibio&: (hpuld it come to be propa* 
gated by miniflers among legiflators, and 
'by the legiflators among their conftitu- 
ents : ihould guilt lift up its head with- 
out fear of reproach, and avow itfelf ia 
the face of the fun, and laugh virtue.out 
-of countenance by force of numbers : 
ihould public duty turn public ftrumpet : 
-iliould ihops cocne to be advertifed, 
where men may difpofe of their honour 
and honefty at fo much per ell : fliould 
public markets be opened for thepurchafe 
of confciencej, with an « O^yes ! Wc 
>• bid moft to thofe who fet themfclves, 
** their trufts, and their country, tofale:'* 
-••If fuch a day, 1 lay, fhould ever ais- 
-rive, it would be doomfday, indeed, to 
the virtue, to the liberty, and conftitu^ 
:tion of thefe kingdoms! Ic would b^ 
the fame to Great Britain, as it would 
happen to the univerfe, mould the laws 
ot cohefion ccaleto operate, and all the 
parts be diiiipated, whoie orderly connec- 
tion now forms the beauty and common 
wealth of nature-^- Want of fanity in 
the materials can never be lupplied by 

any art in the building- A conUitii- 

tioJi of public ireemen can never opuQik 
mi private proiiitutes. ... 

-END OF TH£ THIRD VOLUME. 
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